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COVID-19—a very visible 
pandemic
Many predictions have been made 
regarding the slowing spread of 
COVID-19; it is not my intention to 
refute the epidemiological position of 
Johan Giesecke in his Correspondence.1 
However, I will respond as a student 
doctor concerned about the broader 
implications.

2 years ago, I was proudly inducted 
into the medical community by 
donning my white coat for the 
first time. I took an oath to root 
my relationships with patients in 
empathy, trust, and a shared humility. 
Even then, before developing medical 
expertise, I committed myself to 
train with vigour and embody the 
foundational belief that the mentality 
with which medical professionals 
approach patients and careers matters.

Even if slowing the spread is all but 
futile—an argument I will neither 
refute nor confirm—why should that 
change the behaviour of medical 
professionals? When confronted with 
a fatal, seemingly hopeless diagnosis, 
shouldn’t medical staff promise 
patients that they will continue to try, 
despite what the data shows?

The medical community should 
offer not unscientific or blind hope, 
but hope rooted in the belief that 
they have the ability to help and 
that current understanding of the 
problem is not perfect. Whether the 
help of the medical community will 
be curative or not is impossible to say, 
except in retrospect. Nevertheless, this 
community must move forward with 
a profound sense that patients matter 
because people matter; and that the 
mentality of medical professionals 
and the way in which data are framed 
matter as well.
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