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ABSTRACT

COVID-19 is the present-day pandemic around the globe. WHO has estimated that approx 15% of the
world’s population may have been infected with coronavirus with a large number of population on the
verge of being infected. It is quite difficult to break the virus chain since asymptomatic patients can result
in the spreading of the infection apart from the seriously infected patients. COVID-19 has many similar
symptoms to SARS-D however, the symptoms can worsen depending on the immunity power of the
patients. It is necessary to be able to find the infected patients even with no symptoms to be able to break
the spread of the chain. In this paper, the comparison table describes the accuracy of deep learning archi-
tectures by the implementation of different optimizers with different learning rates. In order to remove
the overfitting issue, different learning rate has been experimented. Further in this paper, we have pro-
posed the classification of the COVID-19 images using the ensemble of 2 layered Convolutional Neural
Network with the Transfer learning method which consumed lesser time for classification and attained
an accuracy of nearly 90.45%.

© 2021 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

COVID-19 has been a global health emergency and it has spread
across the globe with more than 45 million confirmed cases and
1.2 million deaths with the vast majority of the world remains at
the risk. The cases of COVID-19 have been rising again with a steep
increase with the onset of the winters in the northern hemisphere.
During this COVID-19 pandemic, prognostic predictions are
required to improve and manage patient care. COVID-19 is caused
by the virus due to which antibiotics are unable to treat the
patients thereby complicating their infection if the body immunity
is low. There exist large public datasets of more typical chest X-
rays from the NIH [Wang 2017], Spain [Bustos 2019], Stanford
[Irvin 2019], MIT [Johnson 2019], and Indiana University
[Demner-Fushman 2016], however, no public datasets in large
quantity have been available for COVID-19 to be used for compu-
tational analysis. Most of the diagnosis has been making use of
the Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) or with Computed Tomogra-
phy (CT) images. Since the advent of the Machine Learning Algo-
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rithms, Decision Trees are being used for the decision making
intelligently in different walks of the life [1,2]. Similarly better soft-
ware tools can help the doctors arrange for better analysis and
have a second opinion that can act as the confirmation of the diag-
nosis by the radiologist and treatment procedures can then be
decided thereby improving the patient survival rate [3]. If datasets
of images related to the COVID-19 can be added with only the
important features then better models with higher prediction
accuracy can be developed to differentiate between the different
types of virus-infected problems. The major challenge for this
problem statement is the Unavailability of a large dataset of
images of different types of the severity of the infection. In the pre-
sent paper, we have made use of the COVIDGR 1.0 dataset that con-
sists of images of COVID-19 tested patients that had an equal
number of images of positive and negative COVID-19 patients.
Another major issue is that the COVID-19 infection has many
symptoms similar to the other flu infections. Being similar to other
lung infections, it becomes a major challenge to classify it into
accurate class.

In this paper, we have proposed a deep learning framework that
constitutes the ensemble of 2 layered CNN for the classification of
the COVID-19 images making use of transfer learning. This paper is
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organized as research works carried out on the data by other
authors in Section 2, where the Literature Review of the COVID-
19 is being discussed. Deep Learning Architectures compared and
proposed have been discussed in Section 3. Section 4 defines the
Methodology of the classifiers with an overview of the architecture
of the proposed approach. Section 5 with results and comparison
analysis with other classifiers and finally we conclude the open
research challenges in Section 6.

2. Literature review

Due to the severe upsurge of the infection of COVID-19, a lot of
research is going on that has been focussed on various aspects of
the COVID-19 ranging from the genome comparison of the
COVID-19 with the genomes of malaria, SARS, etc, effect of the geo-
graphical factors on the infection and image analysis of CT scans
and X-rays of the positive and negative patients. Since the last dec-
ade, Image Processing has proved as an important tool to classify
the images of cancer and other diseases for diagnosis purposes.
Further, the advancement of Machine Learning has helped in the
easy and accurate Image Analysis. Large numbers of researches
are being presently conducted for the Image analysis of the CT
scans and X-rays of the lungs with better classification results that
can decide the path of the treatment for the patients that can
increase the survival rate of the patients. The advancements in
the computing power of the systems and GPUs have helped to
carry out complicated tasks are possible.

The proposed schema helps not only in the improvement of
image classification but also in analysis with better symptomatic
accuracies. Further, we have presented the comparison of the 4
state-of-the-art predesigned networks like VGG-16, ResNet-50,
InceptionV3 & EfficientNet apart from the transfer learning imple-
mented on the CNN. All these networks were fine-tuned with the
transfer learning and multiple experiments were conducted on
the acquired datasets using multiple optimizers and learning rates.
Recent studies on the CT and X-Ray images of the COVID-19
patients reported that patients present abnormalities in chest CT
images with most having bilateral involvement. Bilateral multiple
lobular and subsegmental areas of consolidation constitute the
typical findings in chest CT images of intensive care unit (ICU)
patients on admission. In comparison, non-ICU patients show bilat-
eral ground-glass opacity and subsegmental areas of consolidation
in their chest CT images. In these patients, later chest CT images
display bilateral ground-glass opacity with resolved consolidation
[4-6]. In order to detect whether the CXR images of the patient
have an infection or not, it is not possible to implement traditional
machine learning algorithms since the input has a fixed dimension.
Hence we have utilized deep learning networks for image
classification.

3. Deep learning architectures

Deep learning Architectures have been used for heavy computa-
tional tasks and these architectures have been able to provide the
output with reduced time complexity. One of the first neural net-
works has been Convolutional Neural Network (CNN). CNN is ter-
med as the group of deep neural networks that can help to
classify the different classes of images. It reduces the preprocessing
of the input data by assigning the weights to the most important
features of the input data as the input data moves deeper into
the layers for further processing. CNN is based on the multilayer
perceptron. It utilizes a large number of neurons in the layers.
CNN has been successfully used for the application of the classifi-
cation of images.[7].
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The network ingests images as separate layers of 3 colors over-
lapping each other. When images are fed into the CNN, and the
images are expressed as multidimensional matrices. The square
patch of pixels has a definite pattern and filters are used to further
extract these patterns. Further Activation Maps are used to
describe the number of steps for filtering the images [7,8]. The
images are augmented by slicing and rotating at 15°, 30°, and
45°, and then, rotated and flip by 90°, 180°, and 270°. Further, a
Random Gaussian variable was added to the pixel values to make
the noised applied in each presence of the infection. If the input
image had no presence of the infection in the pixels. Those images
will be removed and if the infection is present in the pixels, the
images would be stored.

The standard way to model a neuron is determined by the fol-
lowing equation-

A(x) = tanh(x) or f(x) = (1 +e )™ (1)

whose processing is steady [9]. Thus, the RELU function which
describes the “non-saturating nonlinearity” is used and its equa-
tion is-

A(x) = max(0,x) (2)

VGG-16: This deep learning architecture consists of 13 Convolu-
tional layers with 3 layers for fully connected layers. The final out-
put layer consists of the 1000 classes of the images for an input of
224 x 224 images. All the layers are not followed by the convolu-
tional layers and max-pooling layers [10]. The activation function
used in the hidden layers is RELU.

ResNet : ResNet stands for the Residual Network and it is an
Artificial Neural Network that builds pyramidal cells using skip
connections and contains nonlinearities [11]. The skip connections
are carried out to overcome the problem of the vanishing gradients
and further makes the network more simple [12,13]. ResNet-50
has 50 layers where 48 convolution layers are present. It has a
large number of tunable parameters. It carries out the 3.8 x 109
operations.

Inception V3: Inception is made up of many building blocks
consisting of convolutions, average pooling, dropouts, and fully
connected layers with softmax acting as the loss function [14,15].
The input images are required to be resized to the dimension of
299 x 299 x 3. To improve the accuracy of the classification, it is
required that the training samples are repeatedly passed for the
training and it is termed as steps of an epoch. RMSProp is consid-
ered to be one of the best default optimizers that makes use of
decay and momentum variables to achieve the best accuracy of
the image classification. With the increase in the volume of the
training dataset, it requires the model to learn gradually about
the training samples, hence the implementation of the learning
rate is helpful. Furthermore, the learning rate also avoids the issue
of overfitting.

EfficientNet : This Deep Learning was proposed for scaling all
the dimensions of the images with a stable coefficient. Those coef-
ficients have been added to the baseline network to improve the
performance of the network and increase the classification accu-
racy and time complexity. There are BO to B7 variants of this model
with the resolution ranging from 224 to 600 [16-18].

4. Methodology

The proposed Methodology consisted of the feature extraction
with the help of Transfer Learning techniques implemented on
the ensemble 2 layered network of the CNN. The classification of
the images starts with the preprocessing of the images that are
required to be converted into the same channel so that the deep
learning models can process the data. The COVID-19 has created
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Table 1
Comparison of Different Deep Learning Architectures.

Materials Today: Proceedings 46 (2021) 11098-11102

Architecture Input Size Size Layers Tunable Parameters (Apprx)
VGG-16 224 x 224 x 3 528 MB 16 138 Million

VGG-19 224 x 224 x 3 549 MB 19 143 Million

ResNet-50 224 x 224 x 3 98 MB 50 25 Million

Inception V3 299 x 299 x 3 92 MB 159 23 Million

EfficientNet 224 x 224 X3 29 MB to 256 MB 237-831 (dependent on the 4 Million to 17 Million

variant of the model)

Table 2
Accuracy Assessment.
Architecture Optimizers
RMSProp Adam
LR = 0.0001 LR = 0.0004 LR = 0.0001 LR = 0.0004
VGG-16 63.47 62.38 67.38 66.34
ResNet 50 85.12 75.29 65.12 80.59
Inception V3 69.14 72.14 67.33 70.30
EfficientNet 70.09 67.36 74.29 68.23
Transfer Learning on CNN 90.45 87.12 82.45 80.12

a drastic issue over the world, however, a very less amount of
images of the patients are available for open public domain access.
To scale up the volume of the images, different data augmentation
techniques including rotation, pixel swapping, etc can be used. In
the second stage, models were defined with the different layers
overlapping [19]. These layers were further enhanced with the dif-
ferent training parameters like number of epochs, number of folds
per epoch, batch size, different optimizers, different learning rates.
Further, the classification was carried out and the models defined
were validated.

This section brings a series of statistical plots (Table 1) with the
final presentation of the results achieved in the deep learning
architectures described in the above sections. We considered a
total of five algorithms for accuracy assessment. It was seen that
the accuracy of the proposed approach (Transfer learning on the
CNN) was the highest (85.81%) with a specificity of 0.732 and a
sensitivity of 0.812. The performance of CNN is found to be compa-
rable to the state of the art machine learning methods with only
little pre-processing and fine-tuning [20]. These results were
obtained using the network on the X-Ray images dataset of
COVID-19. Fine-tuning of the CNN architecture with our own data-
set was also done and then the results were finally computed.

CNN gives better results owning to better training of model for
different classes, deep features of CNN provide much more infor-
mation. Instead of using hand-crafted features, CNN has the poten-
tial to extract features automatically. Therefore, deep models are of
great benefit to the ability to learn very complex tasks, which we
hardly understand. In addition, intensive learning models can
exploit non-linear relationships. It can be easily implemented in
a neural network model with various activation functions. Another
advantage is that there are several associated parameters in it and
their tuning is known as hyper-parameter tuning which has gener-
alization capability. Among the problems associated with CNN, one
problem is that the images are high-dimensional due to which the
process becomes more time-consuming.

The input of the data consists of the dataset described as above.
It has images of the lungs of 426 positive and 426 negative
patients. The models selected are VGG-16, ResNet-50, Inception
V3, and EfficientNet. All four were experimented with two differ-
ent optimizers RMSProp and Adam. Apart from the change in the
optimizers, two different learning rates were used for the model
training to avoid overfitting.

Each model consisted of the training run which had an epoch of
10 and steps per epochs to be 50. Features were extracted before
the training procedure in the preprocessing phase of the images.
In each validation fold out of 101 images, 40 images were ran-
domly used for the validation tests. These training and testing sim-
ulations of all the specified models were performed on Google
Colab using the 32 GB RAM.

Since the diagnosis through the medical images is a sensitive
issue, therefore the results were validated using different tech-
niques recursively. Major concern if of False Negative where not
only the patient but also people around the patient tested false
negative will be in grave danger. The statistical metrics used for
the validation purposes are:

Accuracy = TP + TN/(TP + TN + FP + FN)

Where TP defines True Positive, TN defines True Negative, FP
defines the False Positive & FN defines the False Negative.

The term Accuracy can help to measure the samples that have
been classified correctly [21,22]. Precision can help to define the
ratio of the true positive cases to the total positive observations
predicted. CNN implemented with Transfer Learning synthesized
the highest accuracy of approx 91% with “ Adam” Optimizer at a
learning rate of 1 e-4. VGG-16 showed balanced results with both
the optimizers reaching a maximum of output efficiency of 65% on
“Adam” and “RMSProp” optimizers with the learning rate of 4e-4.
ResNet-50 was able to achieve an accuracy of approx. 85% with a
learning rate of 1e-4. It can be clearly observed that transfer learn-
ing applied on the CNN with RMSProp optimizer and learning rate
of 1e-4 has achieved the highest accuracy with reduced time com-
plexity. Table 2 describes the comparison of the time complexity of
the different Architectures over different optimizers (Figs. 1 and 2).

5. Discussions

Since the beginning of the pandemic, numerous research stud-
ies are taking place. In our paper, the X-Ray images of the patients
were used. Zhang et al. [23] made use of the pre-trained neural
Networks of ResNet-50 to perform the classification of the
COVID-19 infected patients. Numerous studies have been per-
formed on the detection of COVID-19 symptoms via different tech-
niques. Shan et al. [24] used VB-net for the image segmentations of
patients. A study similar to ours was conducted in [25] where they
achieved 98% accuracy. But, their results could be prone to overfit-
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Fig. 1. Accuracy of Different Architectures over the Optimizer = RMSProp with
different learning rate.

W Adam LR=0.0001

B Adam LR=0.0004

Fig. 2. Accuracy of Different Architectures over the Optimizer = Adam with
different learning rate.

ting as they did not use multiple optimizers or different learning
rates and only used three transfer learning methods. Zhang et al.
[26] performed X-Ray image classification with the help of ResNet.
Wang and Wong [27] adopted a convolutional neural network
method for the classification of X-Ray images which achieved suc-
cessfully 83.5% accuracy. A very famous transfer learning model
“inception” was used by Wang et al. [28] to predict COVID. The
COVIDX-Net includes seven different architectures of deep convo-
lutional neural network models, such as modified Visual Geometry
Group Network (VGG19) and the second version of Google Mobile-
Net [29]. Popular Deep Learning Architectures such as Recurrent
Neural Network (RNN), Long short-term memory (LSTM), Bidirec-
tional LSTM (BiLSTM), Gated recurrent units (GRUs) and Varia-
tional AutoEncoder (VAE) are compared for the new and the
recovered cases [30].

6. Conclusion

In this paper, we have assessed that the Transfer Learning has
improved the accuracy of the classification of the Images, although
the dataset was limited in nature. The proposed Methodology pre-
processed the COVID-19 X-Ray Images and input was provided into
5 different deep learning models of VGG-16, ResNet-50, Inception
V3, EfficientNet and Transfer Learning on CNN. These models were
evaluated for accuracy of classification of the Images to distinguish
COVID-19 Positive and Negative Patients. These models were eval-
uated with the optimizers RMSProp and Adam with learning rate of
0.0001 and 0.0004. From all the models assessed the best accuracy
was achieved by the Transfer Learning with CNN i.e. 90.45% with
an optimizer RMSProp and Learning Rate of 0.0001. ResNet-50
model also achieved a good overall accuracy. In order to improve
the accuracy of the ResNet-50, further Transfer Learning on
ResNet-50 can be implemented over the COVID-19 X-Ray Images.
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