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Author Correction: Recursive 
patterns in online echo chambers
Emanuele Brugnoli  , Matteo Cinelli, Walter Quattrociocchi & Antonio Scala

Correction to: Scientific Reports, https​://doi.org/10.1038/s4159​8-019-56191​-7, published online 27 December 
2019

The original version of this Article contained an error.

Some of the text in the Introduction was not appropriately attributed. Reference 16 was omitted and is listed 
below:

Shatz, I. The Confirmation Bias: Why People See What They Want to See. Effectiviology https​://effec​tivio​logy.
com/confi​rmati​on-bias/ (2018)

As a result, Reference 18 was incorrectly listed as Reference 16 and References 19–38 were incorrectly listed as 
References 18–37 respectively.

In addition, there was a typographical error. Therefore, the text,

“According to16, two primary cognitive mechanisms are used to explain why people experience the confirma-
tion bias:

•	 Challenge avoidance—i.e., the fact that people do not want to find out that they are wrong,
•	 Reinforcement seeking—i.e., the fact that people want to find out that they are right.

Though the two are strongly related, and though both behaviors resolve around people’s attempt to minimize 
their cognitive dissonance—i.e., the psychological stress that people experience when they hold two or more 
contradictory beliefs simultaneously, challenge avoidance and reinforcement seeking are not inherently linked 
to each other, and they do not have to occur at the same time.”

now reads:

“As previously described16, two primary cognitive mechanisms are used to explain why people experience the 
confirmation bias17:

•	 Challenge avoidance—i.e., the fact that people do not want to find out that they are wrong,
•	 Reinforcement seeking—i.e., the fact that people want to find out that they are right.

As has been previously stated16, though the two are strongly related, and though both behaviors revolve around 
people’s attempt to minimize their cognitive dissonance—i.e., the psychological stress that people experience 
when they hold two or more contradictory beliefs simultaneously, challenge avoidance and reinforcement seeking 
are not inherently linked to each other, and they do not have to occur at the same time18.”

This has now been corrected in the PDF and HTML versions of the Article.
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Open Access   This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://creat​iveco​mmons​.org/licen​ses/by/4.0/.
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