
a study in armadillos, an M. leprae host in some 
leprosy-endemic regions, in which experimental 
infection results in the extensive involvement of 
the intestine and the presence of M. leprae in stools 
(8). In the stool specimens of the patient described 
in this study, only dead M. leprae cultures were 
observed using dynamic, dormant, dead staining, 
whereas dynamic mycobacteria were detected in  
the nasal smear (9). 

On the basis of this research, further studies are 
required to confirm the prevalence of fecal excretion 
of M. leprae in various leprosy populations. Because 
stools are a noninvasive specimen, they could be 
collected for the positive diagnosis of leprosy using 
appropriate laboratory methods, as reported for the 
positive diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis (10).
This diagnostic approach is easy to implement, in-
cluding in children, in contrast to the current biopsy 
procedure, which requires a qualified staff and post-
surgical management.

This work was supported by the government of France 
under the Investments for the Future Program managed 
by France’s National Research Agency (reference: Méditer-
ranée Infection [project no. 10-IAHU-03]). This work also 
was supported by the Région Le Sud, Provence Alpes Côte 
d’Azur, and European 95 funding (grant no. FEDER PA 
0000320 PRIMMI).

About the Author
Mr. Millogo is a biology doctoral student at the 
University of Montpellier, France, and Institut Hospitalo-
Universitaire Méditerranée Infection, Marseille, France, 
and a biologist at the Souro Sanou University Hospital 
in Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso. His primary research 
interests include cutaneous mycobacterioses.

References
  1.	 Millogo A, Loukil A, Fellag M, Diallo B, Ouedraogo AS, 

Godreuil S, et al. Fluorescent hybridization of Mycobacterium 
leprae in skin samples collected in Burkina Faso. J Clin  
Microbiol. 2020;58:e02130–19. https://doi.org/10.1128/
JCM.02130-19

  2.	 Musso D, Rovery C, Loukil A, Vialette V, Nguyen NL. 
Leprosy in French Polynesia. New Microbes New Infect. 
2019;29:100514. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.nmni.2018.10.010

  3.	 Lahiri R, Krahenbuhl JL. The role of free-living pathogenic 
amoeba in the transmission of leprosy: a proof of principle. 
Lepr Rev. 2008;79:401–9. https://doi.org/10.47276/lr.79.4.401

  4.	 Brahim Belhaouari D, Baudoin JP, Gnankou F, Di Pinto F, 
Colson P, Aherfi S, et al. Evidence of a cellulosic layer in  
Pandoravirus massiliensis tegument and the mystery of 
the genetic support of its biosynthesis. Front Microbiol. 
2019;10:2932. https://doi.org/10.3389/fmicb.2019.02932

  5.	 Loukil A, Darriet-Giudicelli F, Eldin C, Drancourt M.  
Pulmonary tuberculosis conversion documented by 
microscopic staining for detection of dynamic, dormant, 
and dead mycobacteria (DDD staining). J Clin Microbiol. 
2018;56:e01108–18. https://doi.org/10.1128/JCM.01108-18

  6.	 Manzullo A, Manzi RO, Lefevre A, Oteiza ML. Investigation 
of acid-fast bacilli in the digestive tract of leprosy patients. 
Leprologia. 1965;10:14–6.

  7.	 Koshy A, Karat ABA. A study of acid-fast bacilli in the urine, 
gastric juice and feces of patients with lepromatous leprosy. 
Lepr India. 1971;43:3–7.

  8.	 Kirchheimer WF, Storrs EE, Binford CH. Attempts to  
establish the armadillo (Dasypus novemcinctus linn.) as a 
model for the study of leprosy. II. Histopathologic and  
bacteriologic post-mortem findings in lepromatoid leprosy in 
the armadillo. Int J Lepr Other Mycobact Dis. 1972;40:229–42.

  9.	 Palomino JC, Falconi E, Marin D, Guerra H. Assessing the 
viability of Mycobacterium leprae by the fluorescein  
diacetate/ethidium bromide staining technique. Indian J 
Lepr. 1991;63:203–8.

10.	 Drancourt M. Culturing stools to detect Mycobacterium tuber-
culosis. J Clin Microbiol. 2018;56:e02033–17.  
https://doi.org/10.1128/JCM.02033-17

Address for correspondence: Michel Drancourt, Aix-Marseille-
Université, IRD, MEPHI, IHU Méditerranée Infection, 19-21 
Boulevard Jean Moulin, 13005 Marseille, France; email: michel.
drancourt@univ-amu.fr

1760	 Emerging Infectious Diseases • www.cdc.gov/eid • Vol. 27, No. 6, June 2021

RESEARCH LETTERS

Correction: Vol. 26, No. 12
GenBank accession numbers have been added for the sequenced viral sequences from Lymphocytic  

Choriomeningitis Virus Infections and Seroprevalence, Southern Iraq (H. Alburkatet al.). The article has been 
corrected online (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/12/20-1792_article).


