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How Do | Rehabilitate Patients with Cervical
Dystonia Remotely?
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ABSTRACT: In literature there is a growing evidence that in cervical dystonia (CD) rehabilitation, both in
person and remotely, is an efficacious add on treatment to botulinum neurotoxins (BoNT) injections, but there is
no consensus about protocols. We present here two rehabilitation programs implemented by our neuro-
rehabilitative multidisciplinary team. The enclosed video clips show exercises to be performed at home as self-
rehabilitation program, and exercises presented by a physiotherapist for a telerehabilitation program. These
two protocols may be helpful for integrating rehabilitation with BoNT treatment in CD.

The goal of rehabilitation is to control CD symptoms: painful The telerehabilitation program includes 6 perceptive

muscle contractions, involuntary postures and movements, poor
perception of neck muscle recruitment and head alignment, and
low performance in daily activities." A physical self-management
program is considered useful for most dystonia patients. In CD

patients, motor learning techniques focused on biofeedback can

physiotherapist-guided exercises focused on the recovery of pos-
tural head alignment and body motor control. The sequence and
exercise modality (sitting—standing—lying on the floor) are
patient-tailored.

The 2 programs are independent but can be also performed in

restore both sensorimotor altered body perception and motor association. Home exercises can become an additional proposal

control and improve the quality of life.” Telerehabilitation in for the multidisciplinary CD patient’s treatment.
movement disorders can be a valid tool for motor and non
motor abilities improvement and for daily life activities increase.’

We provide here a program of exercises directed to col-
leagues, neurologists and PMR doctors, to explain to their cervi-
cal dystonia (CD) patients how to perform specific rehabilitation
at home. This program can be performed in association with
botulinum neurotoxin injections but also when this treatment is

not available.

HOWDOI....

Video .1
How do | rehabilitate patients with cervical dystonia remotely

The program is administered in 2 different modules: (1) self-
rehabilitation (20-min sessions, at least 3 sessions/week according
to the patient’s needs); and (2) telerchabilitation (20—45-min

sessions, 3 sessions/week).

The self-rehabilitation program includes exercises for

breathing awareness, stretching of hyperactive and contracted

Video 1. Self-rehabilitation exercises

Video content can be viewed at https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/10.1002/mdc3.13212

painful neck muscles, and training of recruitment of the antag-
onistic and contralateral neck muscles. Specific indications are

given for different cervical dystonia (CD) phenotype.

IRCCS Fondazione Don Carlo Gnocchi, ONLUS, Milan, Italy

*Correspondence to: Dr. Anna Castagna, IRCCS Fondazione Don Carlo Gnocchi, ONLUS, Milan, Via Capecelatro 66, 20148, Italy; E-mail:
acastagna@dongnocchi.it

Keywords: cervical dystonia, motor learning, telerehabilitation, botulinum neurotoxin, biofeedback.

[The copyright line for this article was changed on 06 May 2021, after original online publication.]

This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs License, which permits use and distribu-
tion in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited, the use is non-commercial and no modifications or adaptations are made.

Received 26 August 2020; revised 26 February 2021; accepted 7 March 2021.

Published online 27 April 2021 in Wiley Online Library (wileyonlinelibrary.com). DOI: 10.1002/mdc3.13212

820 MOVEMENT DISORDERS CLINICAL PRACTICE 2021; 8(5): 820-821. doi: 10.1002/mdc3.13212

© 2021 The Authors. Movement Disorders Clinical Practice published by Wiley Periodicals LLC. on behalf of International Parkinson and Movement Disorder Society.


https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0216-8205
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2851-556X
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/mdc3.13212
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/mdc3.13212
mailto:acastagna@dongnocchi.it
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/

CASTAGNA A. ET AL.

HOW DO I?

video .2
Telerehabilitation of cervical dystonia

Video 2. Telerehabilitation exercises
Video content can be viewed at https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/
doi/10.1002/mdc3.13212

Videol is divided into 3 segments; one is dedicated to exercises
on breathing awareness, the second is focused on stretching of
hyperactive and contracted painful neck muscles, and the third is
centered on improving the recruitment ability of the antagonistic
and contralateral muscles that are usually weak in CD. Some exer-
cises can be performed in a sitting position with a pillow leaning on
the wall to enhance head sensory perception during muscle activa-
tion. Regarding the second and third segments, specific indications
are given for each different CD phenotype.

Video 2 is focused on telerchabilitation and shows a series of
6 perceptive physiotherapist guided exercises focused on the
recovery of postural head alignment and body motor control.
Every CD phenotype can easily perform these exercises.
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