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ABSTRACT: The simultaneous therapy of tumor recurrence and A

bone defects resulting from surgical resection of osteosarcoma is OB sc.co, ve AB % Dpatis %
still a challenge in the clinic. Combination therapy based on a = o e

localized drug-delivery system shows great promise in the O = 2D
treatment of osteosarcoma. Herein, bifunctional polydopamine e e

(PDA)-modified curcumin (CM)-loaded silk fibroin (SF) R

composite (SF/CM-PDA) nanofibrous scaffolds, which combined ' P> l Y
photothermal therapy with chemotherapy to synergistically %:\‘ . }S_vnergiﬂn)%
enhance osteosarcoma therapy, were prepared by PDA coating of - 4)”;:/4,

the SF/CM nanofibrous scaffolds fabricated by supercritical carbon
dioxide (SC-CO,) technology. The PDA coating improved
hydrophilicity and mechanical strength of the SF/CM scaffolds.
The SF/CM-PDA scaffolds present good photothermal conversion
capacity and excellent photostability. The low pH and near-
infrared (NIR) irradiation could effectively accelerate release of CM in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds. The in vitro anticancer results
indicated that the biocompatible SF/CM-PDA scaffolds had a long-term, stable, and superior anticancer effect compared to pure
CM. Furthermore, the SE/CM-PDA scaffolds significantly increased the growth inhibition of osteosarcoma MG-63 cells under NIR
irradiation (808 nm and 1.3 W/cm?). Besides, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds could enhance osteoblast MC3T3-E1 cell proliferation in
vitro when the mass ratio of CM was 0.05—0.5%. This work has therefore demonstrated that the bifunctional SF/CM-PDA scaffolds
provide a competitive strategy for local osteosarcoma therapy and bone regeneration.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Osteosarcoma is the most common primary bone malignant
tumor that occurs in children and adolescents.”* In the clinic,

the three-dimensional (3D) printed ceramic scaffold was
coated with CM, bone regeneration could be increased by 30
to 45%."" Another study also showed that after treatment with
10 uM CM, the proliferation of osteosarcoma cells was

the current therapeutic strategy for osteosarcoma is surgical
resection.’ However, tumor recurrence after surgical excision
becomes a serious threat to the survival of patients because of
incomplete eradication of bone-tumor cells.” Moreover,
surgery intervention usually leads to great damage to bone
tissue,” which is hard to be healed by themselves. Therefore, it
remains a challenge to develop a bifunctional platform for
killing residual tumor cells and repairing bone defects resulting
from surgical resection.

Curcumin (CM) is a yellow polyphenol pigment isolated
from turmeric and has various biological activities, such as
antioxidant, antibacterial, anti-inflammatory, and antitumor
activities.”” A study demonstrated that CM could kill
osteosarcoma cells induced by hypoxia by downregulating
the expression of Notchl.” Chen et al. found that CM
promoted the cell apoptosis of osteosarcoma cells by
downregulating estrogen-related receptor alpha.” In recent
studies, CM was proved to enhance osteoblastic activity in
addition to anticancer activity. Researchers found that when
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decreased by 50%, while the viability of normal osteoblasts was
increased by 80%.'' Unfortunately, the low solubility and
bioavailability of CM have limited its application in clinics.
Local drug-delivery systems (LDDSs) have become a
potential method to improve the bioavailability of anticancer
drugs.'”"? Nanofibrous scaffold-based LDDSs have a high
specific surface area and extracellular matrix (ECM)-like
structure, which are beneficial for tissue <3ngineering.14’15 Silk
fibroin (SF), derived from Bombyx mori, is usually implied as
an implantable fibrous matrix for tumor therapy and bone
regeneration.'®'” Wu et al. adopted the freeze-drying method
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Figure 1. Photograph of SF (a), SF/CM (d), and SF/CM-PDA (g) scaffolds. The corresponding SEM images of the SF (b,c), SF/CM (e,f), and

SF/CM-PDA (h,i) scaffolds at different magnifications.

to prepare SF scaffolds with MgO and hydroxyapatite for
regeneration of bone tissues.'® However, nanofibrous
structures are difficult to be observed in the lyophilized
scaffolds. Electrospinning is a commonly method to prepare
nanofibrous matrices in tissue engineering.19 However, electro-
spinning leads to limited thickness of 3D porous structures
without macropores, which is insufficient for cell seeding and
infiltration.””*" Supercritical carbon dioxide (SC-CO,) tech-
nology provides an alternative way to fabricate porous scaftolds
because of the convenient operation, mild operating
conditions, and almost no solvent residue.'*** Recently, our
group prepared SF scaffolds with nanofibrous structures
successfully via SC-CO, technology and porogen leaching.”®
The SF-based fibrous scaffolds have been previously reported
to be used for delivering various drugs or bioactive
molecules.”*”> However, the study about using SF nanofibrous
scaffolds fabricated by SC-CO, technology for the delivery of
CM to treat osteosarcoma and promote bone regeneration is
seldom.

The chemotherapy is difficult to effectively treat tumor
because of drug resistance. Recently, photothermal therapy
(PTT) has received much attention for tumor treatment owing
to its minimal invasiveness, high selectivity, and high treatment
efficiency with minimal injury to the surrounding healthy
tissues.”””” Hyperthermia generated during PTT can directly
cause cell apoptosis or necrosis at temperatures above 50 °C.
In addition, the accumulation and penetration of chemo-
therapeutic drugs in tumors can be accelerated by the mild
hyperthermia (39—43 °C). Besides, the drug release and
uptake can be enhanced.””” Therefore, combining PTT and
chemotherapy is an effective approach to enhance the
synergistic effect for improved osteosarcoma treatment.

The performance of the photothermal agent determines the
effect of photothermal treatment. Polydopamine (PDA), an
organic photothermal agent, received substantial interest in
tumor therapy and tissue regeneration owing to its strong near-
infrared (NIR) light absorption, excellent photothermal
conversion efficiency, good biocompatibility, and biodegrad-
ability.SO_32 Besides, the structure of PDA is similar to the
adhesive proteins of mussels, making it capable to adhere to
the surface of various materials as a diverse surface
functionalization method.****

In this study, we report a PDA-functionalized bifunctional
fibrous LDDS for localized chemo-photothermal synergistic
osteosarcoma therapy and bone regeneration. The SF/CM-
PDA nanofibrous scaffolds were prepared by PDA coating of
the SF/CM nanofibrous scaffolds fabricated by SC-CO,
technology. The morphology, chemical structures, water
contact angels, mechanical properties, and porosity of the
SE/CM-PDA scaffolds were characterized. The drug loading
efficiency, pH/NIR responsive behavior, and photothermal
properties of the scaffolds were also investigated. The synergic
chemotherapy and PTT efficacy of the SE/CM-PDA scaffolds
were further studied in vitro. Besides, in vitro osteoblast
proliferation analysis was used to investigate the effect of this
scaffold on bone tissue regeneration.

2. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
2.1. Characterization of the SF/CM-PDA Scaffolds. SC-

CO, technology provides an alternative way to produce 3D
scaffolds because of the convenient operation, mild operating
conditions, and almost no solvent residue. After extraction of
solvents [hexafluoroisopropanol (HFIP) and acetone] by SC-
CO, and decomposition of ammonium bicarbonate, the SF
scaffolds exhibited a white color and interconnected porous
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Figure 2. FTIR spectra (a); XRD patterns of original CM, the SF, SF-PDA, SF/CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds (b); thermogravimetric analysis
results of pure SF, pure CM, pure PDA, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds (c); and water contact angle assay (d) (n = 3, *p < 0.0S compared to the SF

scaffold group).

and nanofibrous structures (Figure la—c), which was beneficial
for cell penetration and permeability of nutrients and oxygen.
The diameters of the connected nanofibers were below 100
nm, which were in the size range of the collagen fiber in the
natural ECM.> After CM was encapsulated, the color of the
SE/CM scaftolds turned yellow and surface morphology has no
obvious change (Figure 1d—f). After PDA coating on the SF/
CM scaffolds, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited a black
color and retained interconnected porous and ECM-like
nanofibrous structures (Figure 1g—i).

The results of Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) analysis of
original CM, the SF, SF/CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds are
shown in Figure 2a. The characteristic peaks at 1640, 1514,
and 1239 cm™! correspond to amide groups of SE.*° The peak
at 1450 cm ™! attributed to benzene ring vibration of PDA and
confirmed the successful deposition of PDA on the SF/CM
scaffolds. The characteristic peak at 1628 cm™' corresponding
to the stretching vibration of the carbon—carbon double bond
of CM indicated the CM incorporation in the SF/CM and SE/
CM-PDA scaffolds. These results revealed that the SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds were successfully constructed.

Figure 2b shows the X-ray diffraction (XRD) patterns of
original CM, the SF scaffolds, SE/CM scaffolds, and SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds. A broad diffraction peak at 20 = 20.7°
appeared, implying an amorphous structure of SF in these
three kinds of scaffolds.”” Several high-intensity crystal peaks of
original CM were observed in the range of 10—30°, indicating
that it was in a highly crystalline form. After the supercritical
process, intensity of these characteristic peaks in CM became
weak and no visible characteristic peaks of CM could be
detected in the SF/CM scaffolds and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds,
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which indicated that CM in the two scaffolds became a more
amorphous state after the supercritical process. The
amorphous structure possesses a larger specific volume and
higher internal energy, which is helpful to ameliorate the
dispersion and bioavailability of CM.*®

The examination using differential scanning calorimetry
measurement (DSC) of pure SF, pure CM, pure PDA, and the
SF/CM-PDA scaffolds in a nitrogen atmosphere was
conducted (Figure 2c). Nearly 4.5% of the weight loss
observed in pure SF at about 35—140 °C was attributed to
water evaporation. With the increase in temperature, the
weight of the residue began to decrease sharply at 400—500° C
due to the thermal degradation of pure SF. After 600 °C, the
residual weight was up to 38.16%. The thermal degradation
behavior of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds was similar to that of
pure SF. When temperature was increased to 600 °C, the
residual weight of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds, pure CM, and
pure PDA was about 39.05, 34.61, and 61.18%, respectively.
According to the drug loading analysis, the content of CM in
the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds was 1.27%. Based on the above-
mentioned results, the content of PDA in the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds could be calculated and was about 4.05%.

The surface hydrophilicity of these scaffolds was also
assessed (Figure 2d). The water contact angles of the SF,
SE/CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds were 89.78 + 2.06, 81.02
+ 0.35, and 60.17 + 0.17°, respectively. Compared to the SF
scaffolds and SF/CM scaffolds, an obvious decrease in contact
angle value was presented in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds. These
results indicated that PDA coating enhanced the hydrophilicity
of the SF/CM scaffolds significantly since PDA contains many
hydrophilic functional groups, such as amino and hydroxyl
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Figure 3. Porosity (a), compressive stress at 25% strain (b), and tensile stress (c) of the SF, SF/CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds.
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Figure 4. Photothermal property evaluation of SF/CM-PDA scaffolds. UV—vis—NIR spectra of SF/CM and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds (a).
Temperature changes in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds with 808 nm laser irradiation at different laser power densities (0.8, 1.0, 1.3, and 1.5 W/cm?*)
(b) and PDA solution (c) for 6 min. Infrared thermal images of the SF/CM-PDA suspension exposed to NIR irradiation (808 nm, 1.3 W/cm?) for
6 min (d). Temperature change increase in 2 mg/mL PDA solution-functionalized SF/CM-PDA scaffolds over five irradiation cycles (808 nm, 1.3
W/cm? and 1200 s intervals) (e). Fitting curves between the time and logarithm of the temperature during the cooling process (f).

groups. The improved hydrophilicity of the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds could be favorable for cell adhesion and proliferation.

2.2. Porosity and Mechanical Property. As shown in
Figure 3a, the porosities of the SF, SF/CM, and SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds were 66.7, 65.6 and 56.0%, respectively. Obviously,
the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited a lower porosity than the
SF and SF/CM scaffolds. After PDA was deposited into the
SE/CM scaffolds, PDA coating occupied some space of
original pores of the SF/CM scaffolds. Thus, the porosity of
the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds decreased.

The compression tests and tensile tests were performed to
evaluate the mechanical performance of the scaffolds. As
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shown in Figure 3b, the compressive strengths of the SF, SE/
CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds are 1.41, 1.55, and 1.72 MPa,
respectively. Obviously, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited
higher mechanical properties than the SF scaffolds and SF/CM
scaffolds. The formation of interface bonding between the SE/
CM matrix and PDA coatings increased the crack propagation
resistance of the SF/CM matrix, and the interfacial stress
transferred between the PDA and matrix during compression
testing.”” In addition, the homogeneous dispersion of PDA in
the SF/CM matrix reduced the stress concentration and
minimized the influence of the defects.”” The increase in
compressive strength of the SF/CM-PDA scaftolds with proper
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Figure 6. Cell viability of MG-63 cells (a) and MC3T3-E1 cells (b) after incubation with the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds for 72 h. Cell viability of MG-
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porosity could better meet the requirements of bone
regeneration. As shown in Figure 3¢, the tensile strengths
were 0.79, 0.75, and 0.83 MPa in the SF, SF/CM, and SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds, respectively. Therefore, the addition of CM and
PDA coatings did not affect the tensile strength of the SF
scaffolds.

2.3. Photothermal Property Evaluation. The results of
UV—vis—NIR absorbance spectra demonstrated that the SF/
CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited a very strong and broad
absorption in the range of 700 and 1000 nm (Figure 4a).
Therefore, in order to investigate the photothermal perform-
ance of the PDA-functionalized scaffolds, the temperature
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changes in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds under NIR irradiation at
808 nm were recorded. With the increase in the concentration
of PDA solution, the temperature of scaffolds increased rapidly
under NIR irradiation (Figure 4b). The temperature of the 1,
2, and 4 mg/mL PDA solution-functionalized scaffolds could
approach to 51.8 and 58.8 °C within 6 min, respectively. These
results suggested that the photothermal temperature of the SE/
CM-PDA scaffolds improved with the increase in PDA
content. As is known, hyperthermia generated during PTT
can directly cause cell apoptosis or necrosis at temperatures
above 50 °C.*' Therefore, 2 mg/mL PDA solution had been
chosen to functionalize SF/CM scaffolds for treating
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osteosarcoma. With increasing power densities, the temper-
ature of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds rapidly went up to over 50
°C after 1.3 and 1.5 W/cm? irradiation within 6 min. Figure 4c
shows that the photothermal temperature of the SE/CM-PDA
scaffolds were time- and laser power density-dependent. The
excellent photothermal performance of the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds was due to the intense NIR laser absorption of
PDA, and PDA coating could convert the NIR laser into
abundant heat energy. Furthermore, the real-time photographs
of the scaffolds under irradiation for 6 min obtained by an
infrared thermal camera verified the findings mentioned above
(Figure 4d). Moreover, the maximum temperature remained at
a similar magnitude over four irradiation cycles (Figure 4e),
indicating the excellent photostability of the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds. Furthermore, the photothermal conversion efficiency
(n) of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds was calculated to be 23.8%
from the cooling curve (Figure 4e) and the corresponding
thermal time constant (z,) (Figure 4f), which showed that the
SF/CM-PDA scaffolds could be utilized as the robust
photothermal materials to initiate photothermal conversion
for thermal eradication of osteosarcoma under NIR laser
irradiation.”” Therefore, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited
excellent photothermal performance and could be competent
to treat tumor via changing the PDA content and laser power
density.

2.4. Anticancer Drug Loading/Responsive Release.
To verify the efficient CM loading and controlled release
ability of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds, the CM loading and
responsive release in different pH environments and NIR
irradiation were conducted. Quantitative analysis showed that
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the drug loading efficiency of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds was
85.44%. Cumulative release of CM from the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds, as a function of time, was evaluated in acidic (pH
5.5) and physiological pH (pH 7.4). As viewed from Figure Sa,
when the pH value decreased from 7.4 to 5.5, the cumulative
release of CM from the scaffolds increased from 55 to 65%
after 15 days. The foremost mechanism is accredited to the
weakened interaction between SF and CM and faster
degradation of SF in the acidic environment.”” The pH
drug-responsive behavior can improve tumor permeation by
releasing the drug quickly in the tumor site because solid
tumors were in a weakly acidic microenvironment. As seen
from the scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images of
scaffolds after 15 days of CM release (Figure S1), a more
obvious degradation process was observed in pH 5.5 buffer. It
is found that the surface became rougher and the diameter of
nanofibers was larger because of degradation of the SF matrix
and PDA after being immersed in the acid environment. The
results were consistent with previous studies."*" It was
established that NIR laser irradiation could accelerate the drug
release from the NIR-absorbing drug-delivery system because
of the rapid increase in local temperature, leading to the
weakening of the interactions between the drug and delivery
system.”®*® After NIR irradiation for 10 min at predetermined
time intervals, burst release of CM could be observed (Figure
Sb), possibly owing to the heat generated by PDA in the SF/
CM-PDA scaffolds, which speeded up molecular motion and
increased the solubility of CM in the phosphate-buffered saline
(PBS) solution. The pH- and NIR-responsive drug release
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behavior makes the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds good candidates for
the synergic tumor chemo-PTT.

2.5. Interactions of SF/CM-PDA Scaffolds with
Osteosarcoma Cells or Osteoblasts In Vitro. In vitro
anticancer effect of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds with different
CM contents is shown Figure 6a. Obviously, the SE-PDA
scaffolds without CM exhibited no obvious toxicity to MG-63
cells. With the increase in the mass ratio of CM in the SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds from 0.05 to 1%, the anticancer effects of
scaffolds increased from 89.7 to 74.8%, which implied that CM
was a highly dose-sensitive medicine. Moreover, when the mass
ratio of CM reached 1.5 and 2%, the cell survival rates
decreased to 29.6 and 15.2%, respectively. The results
indicated that the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds had good anticancer
activity when the mass ratio of CM was over 1%.

Furthermore, the effect of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds with
different CM contents on viability of osteoblasts was
investigated (Figure 6b). Obviously, the cell viability of
MC3T3-El cells was improved, ranging from 100.84 to
109.64%, when the mass ratio of CM increased to 0.05 from
0.5%. With the ratio up to 2%, the viability of MC3T3-E1 cells
decreased to 74.71%. The results indicated that SE/CM-PDA
scaffolds could enhance osteoblasts proliferation when the
mass ratio of CM was 0.05—0.5%. These results demonstrated
that the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds enhanced osteoblasts pro-
liferation and had a potential application for treating bone
defects after osteosarcoma resection.

When the mass ratio of CM was 1.5%, the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds showed good anticancer activity and exhibited no
obvious toxicity toward the osteoblasts. Therefore, the SE/
CM-PDA scaffolds with 1.5% CM were chosen to investigate
the effects on viability of MG-63 cells in different incubation
times. As shown in Figure 6¢, the SF scaffolds had no obvious
effect on the viability of MG-63 cells after incubation for 1, 3,
and S5 days, while CM and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds could
significantly decrease the viability of MG-63 cells. With the
increase in incubation time, the anticancer activity of the SF/
CM-PDA scaffolds was enhanced. However, the anticancer
activity of pure CM in S days was evidently decreased
compared with that in 3 days. It is also noticed that the SF/
CM-PDA scaffolds exhibited enhanced better inhibitory
activity than pure CM at the same concentration of CM
because of the improved bioactivity of CM in the scaffolds,
which would decrease the drug resistance and enhance the
efficiency of chemotherapy in vivo. Obviously, the SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds possessed a long-term, stable, and superior
anticancer effect that was probably caused by stable and
controlled CM release in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds to the
cells.

The SE/CM-PDA scaffolds with 1.5% CM were also tested
to evaluate the long-term in vitro effect on MC3T3-E1 cells. As
shown in Figure 6d, with the increase in incubation time, the
SF/CM-PDA scaffolds showed increased biocompatibility,
while pure CM exhibited mild toxicity. The results might be
attributed to the decreased concentration of CM in the SE/
CM-PDA scaffolds with increasing time. According to the
results of Figure 6b, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds could enhance
osteoblast proliferation when the mass ratio of CM was
relatively low. Therefore, with the increase in incubation time,
the concentration of CM in the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds
decreased, leading to an enhanced effect of osteoblast
proliferation. In conclusion, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds could
have a smart treatment potential in bone tumor therapy.

2.6. In Vitro Chemo-PTT Effect. Figure 7ab shows the
effect of the SF-PDA scaffolds under different laser power
intensities and irradiation times of the 808 nm laser on cell
viability of MG-63 cells. Obviously, with the increase in laser
power intensity and irradiation time, the cell viabilities of MG-
63 decreased significantly since PDA coating exhibited
excellent photothermal performance and could convert the
NIR laser into abundant heat energy and cause cell apoptosis
directly.

To explore the chemo-photothermal effect of the SF/CM-
PDA scaffolds, MG-63 cells were incubated with the scaffolds
under NIR irradiation (808 nm, 6 min, and 1.3 W/cm?). It was
shown that the cells did not exhibit obvious growth inhibition
when treated with SF + NIR and control + NIR or incubated
with the SF-PDA scaffolds and SF scaffolds in the absence of
NIR irradiation, indicating the good cytocompatibility of the
SE-PDA and SF scaffolds and the safety of laser irradiation
(Figure 7c). When MG-63 cells were treated with both the SF-
PDA scaffolds and NIR irradiation, the cell viability was
decreased to 37.4%. When cells were treated with CM with or
without NIR, the cell viability was about 35%. However, when
MG-63 cells were treated with the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds
under NIR irradiation, cell viability could be decreased to only
20.4%. The in vitro effect of the laser on healthy tissues was
also explored. MC3T3-El cells were treated with the four
samples in the presence of NIR irradiation. The cell viability
was decreased in the SF-PDA + NIR group. However, no
statistical difference (p > 0.05) was found between the SF/
CM-PDA group and SF/CM-PDA + NIR group (Figure S2).
It could be concluded that the tumor cells were more sensitive
to laser-induced hyperthermia compared to normal cells. The
fluorescence images of live and dead assay also showed that the
SE/CM-PDA scaffolds killed more osteosarcoma cells than the
SF-PDA scaffolds under NIR irradiation (Figure 7d), which
resulted from the heat-induced and accelerated CM release in
the presence of NIR irradiation. These results confirmed that
the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds enabled the chemo-photothermal
synergetic antitumor efficiency in vitro. The evident in vitro
synergic therapy effect of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds would
guide us to explore the in vivo bone tumor inhibition effect of
the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds in further study.

3. CONCLUSIONS

In summary, we developed implantable therapeutic platform
SE/CM-PDA scaffolds with interconnected porous and ECM-
like nanofibrous structures for chemo-photothermal tumor
therapy. The deposition of PDA on the surface of scaffolds
improved hydrophilicity and mechanical strength of the SE/
CM scaffolds. Meanwhile, the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds showed
excellent photothermal properties and a typical pH- and NIR-
controlled CM release behavior. Moreover, the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds exhibited dose- and time-dependent inhibition effect
on the growth of MG-63 cells. More importantly, the growth
and activity of MG-63 cells were effectively inhibited by the
synergetic chemo-PTT effect in vitro. Additionally, the SE/
CM-PDA scaffolds could promote the proliferation of MC3T3-
E1 cells in vitro when the mass ratio of CM was 0.05—0.5%. As
biocompatible biomaterials, the SF/CM-PDA bifunctional
scaffolds have great potential for the treatment of osteosarco-
ma and tumor-related bone defect repair.
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4. MATERIALS AND METHODS

4.1. Materials. B. mori raw silk was purchased from Suzhou
Soho Biomaterials Science & Technology Co. Ltd (China).
CO, was supplied by WuHanShi XiangYun Industry Co. Ltd
(China). HFIP was from Aladdin (USA). CM and dopamine
hydrochloride were supplied by Aladdin Industrial Co. Ltd
(China). Tris—HCI solution (1 M, pH 8.5) was purchased
from Beyotime Biotechnology Co (China). The MC3T3-El
and MG-63 cells were obtained from China Center for Type
Culture Collection (China).

4.2, Preparation of Pure SF. B. mori cocoons were
degummed by boiling for 2 h in a 0.02 M aqueous Na,CO;
solution to remove the sericines and then washed with distilled
water three times. Subsequently, degummed SF fibers were
dissolved in a solution of CaCl,/H,0O/ethanol in a molar ratio
of 1:8:2 for 3 h at 80 °C. Then, this solution was dialyzed in
distilled water for 4 days to obtain pure SF solution.
Subsequently, the resultant solution was frozen at —20 °C
for 12 h, and the pure SF was obtained by lyophilization for 72
h with a freeze dryer.

4.3. Fabrication of the SF/CM-PDA Nanofibrous
Scaffolds. SC-CO, technology was employed to fabricate
the SF, SF-PDA, and SF/CM-PDA nanofibrous scaffolds.
Briefly, the SF solution was first prepared at a concentration of
10% (w/v) by dissolving the lyophilized SF material in HFIP
to obtain a homogeneous solution. Then, 5 mL of SF solution
was cross-linked with 1.2 mL of acetone to form a gel
Subsequently, the mixture was spread in a glass bar, the
thickness of the gel being 1—2 mm. It was then transferred to
the supercritical fluid device (SFE-2, Nantong Yichuang Co.
Ltd., China) and pressurized with CO, at 35 °C and 15 MPa
for 4—8 h. In order to prepare the SF/CM nanofibrous
scaffolds, 1.5% (w/w) CM was dissolved in the SF solution.
After the SC-CO, process, the obtained scaffolds were treated
within atmospheres of 75% ethanol vapor to induce
crystallization and insolubility in water for 6 h and then
dried in an oven at 40 °C for 24 h to remove ammonium
bicarbonate. The SF-PDA and SE/CM-PDA nanofibrous
scaffolds were achieved by depositing dopamine on the SF
and SF/CM nanofibrous scaffolds, respectively. After being
immersed in the Tris buffer solution (2 mg/mL, pH 8.5) of
dopamine hydrochloride solution for 24 h at room temper-
ature, the SF-PDA and SF/CM-PDA nanofibrous scaffolds
were retrieved and washed three times with Tris—HCI solution
and deionized water and finally lyophilized under vacuum.

4.4. Characterization of SF/CM-PDA Scaffolds. Mor-
phological analysis of nanofibrous scaffolds was carried out
through SEM (S-4800, Hitach, Japan). The chemical structure
of scaffolds was analyzed by infrared spectroscopy (FTIR;
Nicolet 6700, Thermo Electron Scientific Instrument, USA)
within the wavenumber range of 4000—400 cm™'. The
crystallinity of samples was evaluated using an X-ray
diffractometer (D8 Advance, Bruker AXS, Germany) with
Cu Ka (A = 1.5405 A) radiation. The measurement was
performed in a diffraction angle ranging from S to 45° at a
speed of 6°/min with a two-dimensional detector at 40 kV and
40 mA. The characteristics of pure SF, CM, pure PDA, and
SE/CM-PDA scaffolds were detected with the DSC instrument
(DSC8500, USA). The experiment was performed in a
nitrogen environment in a dynamic mode with a heating rate
of 10 °C/min; the temperature range was from 30 to 600 °C.
The surface hydrophilicity of various nanofibrous matrices was

evaluated by measuring the water contact angle (Theta Lite
3100, Biolin Scientific, Finland). The UV—vis—NIR absorb-
ance of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds was recorded on a UV—
vis—NIR spectrophotometer (Lambda 750 S, PerkinElmer).

4.5. Mechanical Performance and Porosity. The
compressive strength of the SF, SF/CM, and SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds were measured to assess the mechanical strength of
each scaffolds using a universal testing system (Instron 5967,
China) at room temperature. Cylindrical samples were 10 mm
in diameter and 15 mm in height. A 0.1 kN load cell and a 1
mm/min crosshead speed were selected. Then, the 25%
compressive strain of the scaffolds was determined to be the
compressive strength according to ISO 604:2002.

To determine tensile strength, all the samples were made
into a specific shape (15 mm in length, 8 mm in width, and a
thickness that was measured before examination). Then,
samples were stretched at a clamp speed of 2 mm/min. The
average tensile breaking strength was determined to be the
tensile strength.

The porosity of the SF, SE/CM, and SF/CM-PDA scaffolds
were measured by the pycnometer method. Under constant
temperature conditions, the total weight of the pycnometer
filled with ethanol was measured as W}, and the sample with a
known mass of Wy was immersed into ethanol. After ethanol
filled the pores of the sample, extra ethanol was added until
samples became saturated, and the total weight of the
pycnometer was recorded as W,. The sample soaked with
ethanol was taken out. Subsequently, the remaining weight of
ethanol and pycnometer was recorded as W; after samples
were removed. Finally, the porosity & (%) was determined
using the following formula

W, - W, - W
X 100%

V.

e(%):V P % 100% = —
+ —_

p s 1 3

The volume of samples is V; and the volume of the inner
pores of the sample is V..

All samples were measured three times for each group.

4.6. Photothermal Performance of Scaffolds. The
photothermal performance of the scaffolds was investigated by
monitoring the temperature changes in the SF/CM-PDA
scaffolds under NIR laser irradiation. Briefly, the scaffolds were
placed in a 48-well plate and then irradiated with an 808 nm
laser (MDL-H-808-SW-BJ00440) for 6 min in 500 uL of PBS.
The temperature changes in the scaffolds with different PDA
concentrations (1, 2, and 4 mg/mL) and different laser power
densities (0.8, 1.0, 1.3, and 1.5 W/cm?) were recorded using a
visual thermometer every 1 min. Meanwhile, the photothermal
stability of the scaffolds was explored for four cycles of
irradiation. The scaffolds were irradiated for S min by the 808
nm NIR laser to reach the highest temperature (laser on);
then, the laser was turned off and the scaffolds were naturally
cooled to room temperature (laser off). Four laser on/laser off
cycles were conducted. The photothermal conversion
efficiency (1) was calculated according to the reported
method*’

- ’I;urr) - Z’ls(’l—'ma_x,water - ’I;urr)

I(1 — 1074s0)

hS(T,,,,

n

h is the heat transfer coeflicient, S is the surface area of the
container, I is the laser power, and A is the absorbance of the
photothermal material at 808 nm.
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. = M irradiation, the cells were further cultured for 12 h. Finally, the
S
hS

m is the mass of the solution containing the photothermal
materials, C is the heat capacity of the solution (C, ., = 4.2 J/
(g:°C)), and 7, is the associated time constant.

t=-7,In6
0 which is defined as
_ T - Tsurr
_Tmax - TSU[T

4.7. In Vitro Drug pH/NIR-Controlled Release Behav-
ior Study. The drug release kinetics was investigated by
incubating 15 mg of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds in 5 mL of PBS
containing 1% v/v of Tween 80 (to maintain a sink condition)
with different pH values (pH = 7.4 and S.5) under gently
stirring at 37 °C. In addition, the scaffolds were also exposed to
808 nm NIR irradiation (1.3 W/cm?) for 10 min in PBS (pH =
74) to demonstrate the property of NIR-triggered drug
release. At each time interval, S mL of buffer solution was
collected. At the same time, the same volume of fresh PBS was
added. The UV—vis spectra and corresponding standard
calibration curve were used to determine the released drug
amount. All samples were prepared in triplicate.

4.8. Cell Culture and Proliferation. Human osteosarco-
ma cells (MG-63) and mouse preosteoblast cells (MC3T3-E1)
were cultured in minimum Eagle’s essential medium (MEM)
and a-MEM, respectively, both supplemented with 10% fetal
bovine serum (FBS) and 1% penicillin/streptomycin. Cells
were incubated in a humidified incubator containing 5% CO,
at 37, and the cell culture medium was replaced every 3 days.

4.9. Interactions of SF/CM-PDA Scaffolds with
Osteosarcoma Cells or Osteoblasts In Vitro. MC3T3-El
and MG-63 cells were seeded on the different CM mass ratios
of the SF/CM-PDA scaffolds in the 48-well plates (5000 cells/
well). After 72 h of coculture, the cell viability was evaluated by
MTS dye (Promega). Briefly, the culture medium was
aspirated, and cells were washed with PBS three times. Then,
100 pL of the MTS solution mixed with 500 uL of fresh serum
free medium was added for another 4 h of incubation. The
absorbance values were measured using a microplate reader
(Thermo Scientific, USA) at 490 nm. Cell viability was
calculated using the equation below

absorbance of test cells
X 100

1 o\
cell viability () absorbance of control

where absorbance of test cells represents the OD,q, values of

cells treated with different experimental groups and the

absorbance of control cells refers to the OD,y, values of

nontreated cells in the control groups.

4.10. In Vitro Chemo-PTT Evaluation. In order to
determine proper PTT conditions, we first studied the cell
viability of MG-63 cells cultured with the SF-PDA scaffolds
under different laser power densities and irradiation times. The
in vitro thermo-chemotherapy efficiency was subsequently
investigated by evaluating the cell survival rate after being
treated with the SF/CM-PDA, SE-PDA, and SF scaffolds and
CM under laser irradiation. Typically, MG-63 cells were
seeded on various nanofibrous matrices and cultured in 48-well
at a density of 5000 cells/well under standard conditions for 48
h. Subsequently, the cells treated with various nanofibrous
matrices were exposed to the NIR laser for 6 min. After laser
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cell viability was evaluated by MTS assay. The same
procedures were performed for MC3T3-El cells to explore
the in vitro effect of the laser on healthy tissues.

In order to investigate the photothermal effect on MG-63
cells more directly, a live/dead assay was carried out. The cells
were treated with or without laser irradiation; then, the
samples were washed with PBS three times, and MG-63 cells
were stained with the calcein-AM/PI stain reagent for 30 min,
and the state of the cells was observed using a fluorescent
microscope (OLYMPUS, Japan).

4.11. Statistical Analysis. The data were statistically
analyzed by SPSS19.0. Using the one-way ANOVA test,
statistical significances between groups were marked with (*)
for p value < 0.05, (**) for p-value < 0.01, and (***) for p-
value < 0.001.
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