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Author Correction: Novel cetacean 
morbillivirus in a rare Fraser’s 
dolphin (Lagenodelphis hosei) 
stranding from Maui, Hawai‘i
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William A. Walker, Kuttichantran Subramaniam & Thomas B. Waltzek

Correction to: Scientifc Reports https:// doi. org/ 10. 1038/ s41598- 021- 94460-6, published online 09 August 2021

The original version of this Article contained errors.

The authors omitted the below Reference, which is listed below as Reference 37.

37. Duignan, P.J., et al. Morbillivirus infection in cetaceans of the western Atlantic. Vet. Microbiol. 44, 241–249.  
https:// doi. org/ 10. 1016/ 0378- 1135(95) 00017-5 (1995).

As the Result, in the Discussion section,

“Fraser’s dolphins are a pelagic species that is poorly known from the world’s oceans. There are no previous 
reports of morbillivirus in Fraser’s dolphins from Hawaiian waters or the greater United States but known mor-
billivirus testing in this region is limited to seronegative results that were obtained from 10 Fraser’s dolphins 
that previously mass stranded in Florida in  200336. However, three of four Fraser’s dolphins that had stranded 
in 1997 and 1999 along the coasts of Argentina and Brazil respectively, had antibodies against  DMV37. This sug-
gests that morbillivirus is likely endemic in Fraser’s dolphins from the Southwest Atlantic and it is possible that 
a novel strain of morbillivirus is similarly circulating among this species in the central Pacific. Fraser’s dolphin 
strandings are extremely rare in Hawaiian waters, with the 2018 individual only the second confirmed strand-
ing of this species in this region. A young Fraser’s dolphin was reported dead off Kauai in an advanced state of 
decomposition in 2004 and a possible newborn Fraser’s dolphin was reported dead stranded in  197615. With 
such extreme rarity of stranding, we have not had the opportunity to date to test additional Fraser’s dolphins 
from the central Pacific for the presence of morbillivirus or morbillivirus antibodies.”

now reads:

“Fraser’s dolphins are a pelagic species that is poorly known from the world’s oceans. There are no previous 
reports of morbillivirus in Fraser’s dolphins from Hawaiian waters. In the greater United States seronegative 
results were obtained from 10 Fraser’s dolphins that mass stranded in Florida in 2003 and PMV seropositive 
results from 11 of 23 mass stranded Fraser’s dolphins in the Gulf of Mexico in  199436,37. Additionally, three of 
four Fraser’s dolphins that had stranded in 1997 and 1999 along the coasts of Argentina and Brazil respectively, 
had antibodies against  DMV38. This suggests that morbillivirus is likely endemic in Fraser’s dolphins from the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Southwest Atlantic and it is possible that a novel strain of morbillivirus is similarly 
circulating among this species in the central Pacific. Fraser’s dolphin strandings are extremely rare in Hawaiian 
waters, with the 2018 individual only the second confirmed stranding of this species in this region. A young 
Fraser’s dolphin that was reported dead off Kauai in an advanced state of decomposition in 2004 and a possible 
newborn Fraser’s dolphin was reported dead stranded in  197615. With such extreme rarity of stranding, we have 
not had the opportunity to date to test additional Fraser’s dolphins from the central Pacific for the presence of 
morbillivirus or morbillivirus antibodies.”
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As a result of the changes, the References have been renumbered.

The original Article has been corrected.
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