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of rapid PrEP scale-up on reducing the number of new 
HIV infections when strategically integrated with early 
and frequent HIV testing and immediate antiretroviral 
therapy.10–12 Although Thailand National Guidelines started 
to recommend PrEP in 2014, uninterruptedly high HIV 
incidence among MSM in Bangkok is clear evidence of the 
country’s failure to implement large-scale PrEP. 60% of 
the overall 6642 PrEP users in Thailand (unpublished data, 
up to December, 2017) accessed PrEP through key 
population-led clinics whereas less than 5% accessed it 
through public hospitals, pointing to the urgent need to 
de-medicalise PrEP. In addition, because seeking casual 
sex partners and chemsex parties through the internet 
is increasingly common among MSM, the internet also 
has high potential to deliver harm reduction packages 
including PrEP to this population.13

Clean injection instruments and PrEP are still con-​
troversial in many countries. Conservative policy makers 
might consider these tools as a means to encourage 
unacceptable behaviours. We need to be brave enough 
to change public perception of these essential disease 
prevention approaches to allow universal access.
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