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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Future time perspective (FTP)
means the capacity to foresee, anticipate, and
plan for future desired outcomes, and it con-
tributes to persistent treatment for type 2 dia-
betes mellitus (T2DM). However, the
components of FTP specific to T2DM patients
have not been clarified. This study aimed to
explore the components of FTP and to examine
the associations between such components and
persistent/impersistent diabetes treatment.

Methods: In this cross-sectional study, using
qualitative and quantitative methods, 106
T2DM patients were enrolled by purposive
sampling. The participants were interviewed in
October and November 2018 by public health
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nurses in Koriyama City Public Health Center,
Japan. In addition to the participants’ status of
treatment engagement (persistent/impersis-
tent), their responses regarding reasons for per-
sistent/impersistent treatment were collected
and then summarized into nine subthemes,
which were then merged into two main themes
according to the presence or absence of FTP
with a sense of T2DM ownership for analysis.
Results: The main theme, “presence of FIP
with a sense of T2DM ownership,” included
subthemes such as “securing social indepen-
dence,” “planning on living a long and healthy
life,” “prioritizing avoiding being a burden on
family and friends,” “valuing improvement of
diabetes,” “avoiding tragic results,” “optimisti-
cally viewing treatment as a form of self-devel-
opment,” and “improving mental health,”
whereas the main theme, “absence of FTP with a
sense of T2DM ownership,” included “lack of
consciousness of disease” and “living a dissi-
pated life.” The association between the pres-
ence of FTP with a sense of T2DM ownership
and persistent treatment for T2DM was found
using Fisher’s exact test (p < 0.001).
Conclusion: Health care professionals should
support T2DM patients in having an FTP with a
sense of T2DM ownership and purpose in life
instead of treatment goals when such patients
mention their dissipated life or lack of insight
into the disease.
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Key Summary Points

Why carry out this study?

This study was based on the hypothesis
that patients with type 2 diabetes who do
not have a stable future time perspective
are likely to stop their diabetes treatment

By asking patients with type 2 diabetes
why they do or do not engage in
persistent treatment, this study explored
the components of future time
perspective, i.e., what constitutes such a
perspective for an individual

What was learned from the study?

The qualitative and quantitative analysis
showed that patients with no future time
perspective and no a sense of type 2
diabetes ownership, such as those who
lacked consciousness of the disease
despite a definite diagnosis or those who
had a dissipated life, had difficulty
engaging in persistent treatment

For patients with type 2 diabetes who lack
a future time perspective with a sense of
type 2 diabetes ownership, provision of
purpose in life instead of treatment goals
may contribute to improved persistent
treatment engagement

INTRODUCTION

Future time perspective (FIP) means the capac-
ity to foresee, anticipate, and plan for future
desired outcomes [1], and it contributes to per-
sistent treatment for type 2 diabetes mellitus
(T2DM) as a result of its association with the
improvement of medication adherence [2] and
dietary habits [3]. In contrast, the absence of
such a perspective is associated with reduced

motivation regarding goal achievement [4] and
is therefore considered to be associated with
treatment impersistence.

However, the characteristics of FTP specific
to T2DM patients have yet to be clarified. The
scales used in past studies [2-4] for measuring
the time perspective of T2DM patients, such as
the Time Perspective Questionnaire [5] or Zim-
bardo’s Time Perspective Inventory [1], were
composed of abstract items applicable to
everyone. Although such abstract items main-
tain the scales’ generalizability to a wide range
of people, including T2DM patients, these past
scales cannot be used to fully analyze FTP
among T2DM patients. Identification of the
components of FTP in T2DM patients is bene-
ficial for health care professionals, so that they
can help toughen the resolve of these patients,
if necessary, and such identification would
provide fundamental knowledge of factors
associated with treatment persistence/impersis-
tence; therefore, we believe that there is room
for exploratory research in this area.

The purpose of this study was to explore the
components of FTP among T2DM patients who
persistently/impersistently engage in the treat-
ment and to examine the associations between
themes as a brief representation of components
of FIP and persistence/impersistence of treat-
ment for T2DM, using both qualitative and
quantitative methods.

METHODS

Setting and Sampling

In this cross-sectional study, purposive sam-
pling was employed to select 110 potential
participants aged > 40 years, who lived in Kor-
iyama City, Fukushima Prefecture, where the
total population was 329,903 and the number
of people aged > 65 accounts for 28.2% of its
total population, which is similar to that of
Japan (28.9%). All potential participants had a
medical history of T2DM recorded in the
Fukushima National Health Insurance Organi-
zation database. First, treatment engagement
status was defined as “impersistent” when a
participant’s treatment medical record was
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absent for a continual period of > 6 months on
the said database and “persistent” when there
was a record of the participant receiving treat-
ment at least once every 6 months. As much as
possible, the study population was organized to
reflect the proportions of patients with persis-
tent/impersistent engagement in treatment in
Koriyama City as a whole. Of the 110 potential
participants, 4 were excluded from analysis
because their self-reported treatment engage-
ment status was critically different from their
medical records, such as individuals who
reported during the study that they did not
remember whether they had been diagnosed as
having T2DM. Finally, 106 participants were
enrolled in the present study.

Procedure and Measurement

One-to-one interviews with participants were
conducted by public health nurses in Koriyama
City Public Health Center in October and
November 2018. Prior to the interviews, to
refine the procedure and questions, the nurses
were trained how to conduct a research inter-
view by the first author, who specializes in
qualitative study in psychology. Additionally,
an interview guide was created by the first
author under the supervision of the sixth and
seventh authors, who are both medical doctors.
In interviews, each participant’s treatment
engagement status was specifically confirmed,
and FTPs regarding treatment engagement were
interviewed semi-structurally using the follow-
ing questions, depending on the context of the
conversation: “What is more important than
your health/diabetes treatment?,” “What do
you think the treatment is for?,” and “Do you
have any plans regarding what you want to do
after completing treatment or after your health
has improved?” Fach participant was inter-
viewed once, and the mean interview length
was 29.4 min. Each interview was digitally
recorded with the permission of the respective
participant, was transcribed verbatim by a pro-
fessional transcriptionist, and was then ana-
lyzed by the authors.

Qualitative and Quantitative Analysis

To identity the components of FTP, we induc-
tively coded the interview transcripts via a
hybrid thematic analysis [6], assigning a label to
each fragment of the transcript that had a sim-
ilar underlying meaning and thus could be
merged into a larger concept, based on the fol-
lowing procedures presented in past literature
[7]: familiarizing with the data, generating ini-
tial codes, searching for themes, reviewing
themes, defining and naming themes, and
producing an overall analysis. For further sta-
tistical analysis, the definition of each theme
was carefully determined to differentiate each
theme from other themes. One hundred eighty-
one fragments of the transcripts were subjected
to analysis, and these fragments were summa-
rized into 26, 9, and then finally 2 categories in
the coding steps. The final two categories were
treated as “main theme,” whereas “subtheme”
for the semi-final nine categories. Although
both main and subthemes reflected the com-
ponents of participants’ FIP, the main theme
was created by dichotomizing nine categories of
subtheme in terms of whether participants had
a sense of ownership of T2DM or not, whereas
subtheme had more concrete explanations
regarding individual’s subjective meaning on
treatment engagement than the main theme.
Subjects’ narratives showed that the presence of
a sense of ownership of T2DM, such as the
perception that T2DM could be self-inflicted,
was associated with both FIP and treatment
persistence/impersistence. Thus, the phrase
“sense of ownership of T2DM” was considered
to be a suitable name for the main theme. The
main theme, which consists of two categories,
was considered suitable for quantitative analysis
because of a sufficient sample size per category,
whereas the subtheme was employed in quali-
tative analysis to describe comprehensively the
actual status of thoughts of participants.

For quantitative analysis, using the main
theme as a brief representation of components
of FIP, the association between the compo-
nents of FTP and treatment engagement status
was examined by chi-square test with Fisher’s
exact test. The significance level was set at 5%.
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The MAXQDA Analytics Pro 2018 software
(VERBI GmbH, Berlin, Germany) was applied
for qualitative analysis, which was performed
during May to December 2020, whereas SPSS
statistics version 26 (IBM, NY, USA) was used for
quantitative analysis, which was performed in
February 2021.

Ethics

This study was approved by the Ethics Com-
mittees of Fukushima Medical University (ap-
plication no. 30196). Our study was performed
in accordance with the Helsinki Declaration of
1964 and its later amendments, and all partici-
pants provided written informed consent to
participate in the study.

RESULTS

Regarding the characteristics of participants
(N = 106), 60 (56.6%) were males, and the mean
age was 68.4 (SD 4.2)years. For treatment
engagement status, the numbers of persistent
and impersistent engagement were 89 (83.9%)
and 17 (16.1%), respectively.

The main and subthemes, as the compo-
nents of FTP, with related information are
shown in Table 1. Note that the number of
fragments (181) that constituted the main and
subthemes was inconsistent with the number of
participants (106); this is because some partici-
pants provided responses that could be matched
with multiple themes.

The subtheme “securing social indepen-
dence” was comprised of responses that
emphasized autonomy/independence in social
life, such as earning money, having a role in the
community and family, or maintaining high
activity of daily living. This theme included the
following fragments of participants’ thoughts: ‘I
have worked as a volunteer case worker in my
community. This kind of contribution to the
community, trying various things at my own
pace, including the volunteer work, is impor-
tant in terms of having a purpose for living’
(70s, male). ‘Health is wealth, our body is an
asset. I do not want to be confined to my bed
because I will not be able to earn any money’

(60s, male). ‘I want to choose what I eat and
drink. I am not receiving any special treatment
for diabetes. I just want to make my own deci-
sions about myself., I want to remain healthy
enough to live an independent life’ (60s,
female).

The subtheme “planning on living a long
and healthy life” reflected a strong conviction
that the treatment of diabetes will lead to a
long, healthy, and happy life. This theme
included responses such as: ‘No doubt there is
nothing more important than health. You
cannot do anything when you are in frail
health, even if you win a tremendous amount of
money in the lottery’ (70s, male). ‘I think that
good health equals a long life. This is the pri-
mary reason for treatment, as far as I'm con-
cerned’ (60s male). ‘Honestly, I do not think
about my life with diabetes seriously. For me, 1
may come across something enjoyable if I have
a long life’ (60s, male).

The point of the subtheme “prioritizing
avoiding being a burden on family and friends”
was a fear of becoming a burden on family, kin,
or friends as a result of not keeping up with
treatment; this theme consisted of responses
from participants who did not want to become a
cause of trouble for their loved others in the
future: ‘I do not want my family, including my
daughter and her husband, to have to sacrifice
their time to take care of me. They have jobs,
and they should focus on themselves instead of
me. So, I think the maintenance of my health is
most important for me’ (60s, female). ‘I belong
to my family so that if my health were to
decline, it would cause more work for my fam-
ily. My body is not only for me but also for my
family’ (70s, male). ‘I would rather die soon
than live a long life, if I become a cause of
trouble for my family, or society. Of course, 1
would welcome a long life if it were a healthy
one’ (60s, female).

The subtheme “valuing improvement of
diabetes” consisted of responses indicating that
treatment engagement may have a positive
impact on the participants’ lives in the future,
even if the responses were speculative: ‘Persis-
tent treatment engagement, such as hospital
visits, taking medicine, and maintaining a
healthy diet, is a part of my life. I am used to
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Table 1 Themes emerging as a result of inductive coding and their explanations

Main theme Subtheme Definition/explanation for

corresponding subtheme

Presence of FTP with a sense Securing social independence (50) Emphasis on autonomy/

of T2DM ownership independence in social life, such
as earning money, having a role
in the community and family, or
maintaining high activity of
daily living. Unlike another
subtheme, “prioritizing avoiding
being a burden on family and
friends,” which is characterized
by a concern that the individual
may become a burden to their
family and friends, the focus is
on the desire to maintain their
own place in society by retaining

their physical abilities in future

Planning on living a long and healthy life (42) Conviction that the treatment of
diabetes will lead to a long,
healthy, and happy life.
Although this theme does not
necessarily include an explicit
aim or purpose of treatment for
the future, the responses in this
theme clearly indicate the
presence of a perspective
suggesting that the participants
consider the relationship
between diabetes and their
future life as their own affairs.
As with this theme, the
responses in the theme “valuing
improvement of diabetes” do not
explicitly disclose the aim or
purpose in the future. However,
the theme “planning on living a
long and healthy life” puts the
focus on health in the relatively
distant future, while the focus of
theme “valuing improvement of
diabetes” is on health in the near
future such as daily medication

and regular hospital visits
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Table 1 Themes emerging as a result of inductive coding and their explanations

Main theme Subtheme Definition/explanation for corresponding subtheme

Prioritizing avoiding being a burden on family and  Fear of becoming a burden on family, kin, or friends for
friends (35) their nursing care as a result of impersistent treatment
and concerns about negative consequences for
interpersonal relationships due to treatment withdrawal.
This theme is unique for its focus on interpersonal
relationships in the future. Both this theme and
“avoiding tragic results” place the emphasis on the effort

to decrease the chances of a negative future

Valuing improvement of diabetes (30) Focuses on persistent treatment contributing to a better
future. Although the responses included in this theme
are somewhat speculative, they represent a certainty that
persistent treatment leads to positive results. This theme
should be distinguished from the theme “planning on
living a long and healthy life” by its focus on the near
future

Avoiding tragic results (8) Intention to avoid severe physical outcomes of diabetes in
the future, such as leg amputation and diabetic cataract.
This theme is characterized by avoidance rather than
escape, rcfcrring to the acquaintances” actual experiences
regarding such severe outcomes or advice from medical
professionals. This theme is distinguished from the
theme “prioritizing avoiding being a burden on family
and friends” by its focus on the risks of type 2 diabetes
for physical health, while both themes have a pessimistic

future perspective in common

Optimistically viewing treatment as a form of self-  Very positive perspective in which individuals have many
development (5) growth opportunities for themselves to know the life
with diabetes and its treatment; in other words, they

consider the experience of the discase and treatment to
gain new knowlcdgc about their body, mind, lifestyle,

and society

Improving mental health (3) Appreciation of treatment engagement as a reasonable
option for achieving better mental health; life with
diabetes makes individuals anxious, and the anxiety will
be reduced by undergoing treatment. In other words,

engagement in treatment is a means of improving mental

health
Absence of FTP with a sense of Lack of consciousness of disease (5) Attitude of individuals who do not have a clear future time
T2DM ownership perspective, characterized by inactive and passive

engagement in treatment and recognition of diabetes as a

disease that is totally unrelated to their life and health

Living a dissipated life (3) Situation in which he/she cannot quit unhealthy lifestyle
habits, such as binge drinking and eating, despite being
fully aware of the outcomes of such habits. Although
they may have an FTP, they may be caught up in

unproductive thoughts and/or lifestyles

The number of fragments included in each subtheme is indicated in the brackets. The number of fragments was inconsistent with the number of

participants since their answers could be matched with multiple themes
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living a normal life while undergoing treatment
for diabetes’ (70s, female). ‘It is a matter of
course that I, a person with T2DM, go to a
doctor and take my medication properly. I do
what [ am expected to do, and have engaged in
treatment. That is the only way to manage
diabetes’ (60s, male). ‘Six years have passed
since I was diagnosed as having T2DM. For all
this time, I have regularly undergone treatment,
and I will continue to do so’ (70s, male).

For the “avoiding tragic results” subtheme,
the outcomes of T2DM treatment and their
impact on physical health were mentioned as
the reasons for engagement in treatment,
emphasizing very pessimistic views of the future
if treatment were stopped. The characteristics of
this theme were exemplified by the following
responses: ‘I fear both insulin injection and leg
amputation. The primary reason for treatment
engagement is to avoid them’ (60s, male). ‘Now
I am really careful not to aggravate my diabetes
as much as I can. I also need to control hyper-
tension in addition to diabetes, because my
father had both diabetes and hypertension,
which led to him having a fatal cerebrovascular
event. With these events and experiences, I try
to maintain my treatment’ (50s, male).

Regarding the subtheme “optimistically
viewing treatment as a form of self-develop-
ment,” the participants accepted T2DM and its
treatment focusing on the positive aspects of
having diabetes. They stated that after having
T2DM, they learned about the social systems
and body structure and understood the feelings
of other patients. The responses included:
‘Struggling with diabetes, I realized that my
health declines as I age. Health is important;

however, nobody can remain healthy forever.
Although I thought that the key to health and
happiness was to avoid getting sick or to cure it
when [ was young, there may be health man-
agement methods suitable for elderly people. I
could realize them after treatment engagement.
Whether at work or elsewhere, I believe that life
gives me lessons and I am glad to have such
opportunities’ (60s, male). ‘The treatment of
diabetes is my highest priority. When I am
healthy, I can go anywhere and study many
things in my life’ (60s, female).

The subtheme “improving mental health”
consisted of responses of appreciation of the
mental health benefits gained by engaging in
the treatment rather than the physical health
benefits resulting from the treatment. This is
characterized by the following: ‘It is important
not to get depressed. The worse the diabetes, the
worse the problems it brings. If that happens, 1
will surely lose vitality. Therefore, I had better
continue with my treatment’ (60s, male). ‘It is a
matter of way of thinking. I try to look on the
bright side of everything, including diabetes
and its treatment; it makes my life happier’ (70s,
female).

The subtheme “lack of consciousness of dis-
ease” was characterized by participants’ inac-
tive, passive, or uncooperative attitudes toward
T2DM treatment. This theme comprised
responses that emphasized the absence of rea-
sons to continue treatment: ‘I have no idea
what is important for my life in relation to
health, treatment, or lifestyle. Actually, I do not
think I have diabetes now. I am healthy’ (70s,
male). ‘In my mind, diabetes is not connected
to my health. People often say that they want to

Table 2 Associations between treatment engagement status and presence/absence of FTP with a sense of T2DM ownership

Variable FTP with a sense of T2DM ownership
Present Absent p-value
Treatment engagement status < 0.001*
Persistent 148 (85.5) 1 (125
Impersistent 25 (14.5) 7 (87.5)

n (%) for the number of fragments included in the category

*Examined by Fisher exact test
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live long, or health is first. But, I don’t think so
at all’ (70s, male).

The subtheme “living a dissipated life” was
characterized by self-destructive lifestyles and
behavior. In this theme, responses indicated a
lack of sense of ownership of T2DM: ‘If you ask
me what is more important than my health, it
doesn’t come to mind. I enjoy drinking alcohol.
I do not have enough friends or hobbies, and I
do not have much fun except for drinking. I
know the consequences of this lifestyle, and I
will accept them when they come’ (60s, male).

For quantitative analysis, Fisher’s exact test
was conducted to examine the association
between treatment engagement status and FTP
with a sense of T2DM ownership. As shown in
Table 2, statistically significant associations
were observed (p < 0.001).

DISCUSSION

In the present study, we extracted nine sub-
themes and two main themes that are assumed
to be the components of FIP in T2DM patients
and also examined the association between
presence/absence of FTP with a sense of T2DM
ownership, which is a brief representation of
components of FTP, and treatment engagement
status. The seven subthemes corresponding to
the main theme “presence of FTP with a sense of
T2DM ownership” were associated with persis-
tent treatment, while the two themes corre-
sponding to the main theme “absence of FIP”
were associated with impersistent treatment.
These results can be used beneficially for pro-
moting behavior modification and persistent
treatment engagement among T2DM patients.
For comprehensibility, in this section, the
results of analyses are discussed in the reverse
order from that in the “Results” section: statis-
tical analysis results followed by qualitative
analysis results.

The statistical analysis results indicate that
the presence of FIP with a sense of T2DM
ownership is associated with persistent treat-
ment engagement. This suggests that the pres-
ence of such a perspective is essential for
persistent treatment engagement. Although
past studies have reported similar results

[2, 3, 8], in the present study, we were able to
qualitatively identify the components of FIP as
shown in seven subthemes.

The subtheme “securing social indepen-
dence” focused on independent/autonomic life
in society. Therefore, the participants whose
responses were included in this theme were
considered to have correctly recognized T2DM
as a potential threat to his/her future social
independence. These results support a past
study that indicated a strong association
between the fulfillment of social role and a
sense of independence among T2DM patients
[9].

The responses in the theme “planning on
living a long and healthy life” represented the
presence of goals in the distant future instead of
the near future; in other words, the participants
whose responses were included in this theme
may have had a long-term perspective. Having a
long-term time perspective is associated with
improved self-control since this perspective
influences the incentive value of their motives
[10]. Importantly, it has been reported that
positive personal characteristics such as self-
control, self-efficacy, and self-esteem are asso-
ciated with diabetes management and glycemic
control in diabetic patients [11, 12]. Given these
past studies, the presence of a distant future
goal, such as long and healthy life, may have
contributed to the improvement of both the
participants’ sense of self-control and actual
diabetes management, leading to persistent
treatment.

The background of the theme “prioritizing
avoiding being a burden on family and friends”
may be comprehended from the viewpoint of
cultural and social contexts, which exist par-
ticularly among Asian people, regarding
becoming a care burden. Eastern Asian people,
including Japanese people, the participants in
this study, tend to culturally consider that bur-
dening others is highly discourteous and should
be avoided [13]. Such a tendency is a norm
observed even in individuals in a life-threaten-
ing condition due to fatal diseases such as can-
cer [14, 15]. Because the number of fragments
belonging to this theme was larger than that in
the theme “avoiding tragic results,” concerns
regarding trouble in interpersonal relationships
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may be a more common element of FIP than
physical health concerns among the partici-
pants of the present study.

The responses in the theme “valuing
improvement of diabetes” mentioned the pres-
ence of shorter-term goals than those in the
responses in the theme “planning on living a
long and healthy life” and represented the
conviction that such goals and their achieve-
ment should lead to a better future than a future
without diabetes treatment. Such goals and
their achievement, that is, an accomplishment
of short-term tasks, strengthen the sense of self-
efficacy [16-18], and the enhancement of self-
efficacy contributes to diabetes management
[11, 12]. Importantly, in the present study, the
participants whose responses were included in
this theme had seemingly considered diabetes
management as part of their daily life, naturally
using the words/phrases ‘a part of my life,’
‘matter of course,’ and ‘regulatory’ in their
responses; they may have set easy tasks of dia-
betes management and treatment in their life.
Therefore, it is rational for this theme to belong
to the main theme “presence of FTP with a sense
of T2DM ownership,” which is associated with
persistent treatment engagement.

In the theme “avoiding tragic results,” the
avoidance of a negative outcome of T2DM was
the focus instead of the pursuance of a positive
outcome; in other words, participants whose
responses were included in this theme may have
enhanced their self-control ability by having a
pessimistic outlook. One of the effective
options for self-control enhancement for health
is to make the future self-relatable. Duckworth
et al. [19] presented a case of a physician
showing young adults age-adjusted photos of
themselves so they could imagine what middle
age will be like and prompted them to make
wise dietary choices to benefit their future self.
Although such an approach to behavioral
changes is a fear-based strategy, heightening
health risk appraisals, the use of such a strategy
alone generally has small effects on behavioral
changes; thus, its use in combination with
adequate coping strategies or tailored informa-
tion is required [20]. The participants in the
current study whose responses were included in
this theme may have considered life with

diabetes and its treatment in the future as self-
relatable, accompanied by an adequate strategy
or information, in addition to the assumption
of tragic results if treatment is discontinued.

The theme “optimistically viewing treatment
as a form of self-development” was character-
ized by its positive feeling and future perspec-
tive regarding  treatment  engagement,
welcoming the treatment engagement. The
positive feeling toward the disease becomes a
psychological resource, mnamely resilience,
against T2DM [23]. Dubois et al. [21] examined
the positive aspects of experiencing T2DM by
asking questions such as “Did anything good
come out of dealing with your diabetes?” and
“Do you think it is likely that there is something
to learn from your experience with diabetes?”
using a psychological scale [22]. However, we
examined the components of FIP using quali-
tative methods and exemplified such positive
aspects of experiencing T2DM. As indicated in
the response “nobody can remain healthy for-
ever,” the participants may have gained deeper
insights into aging, health, and illness as a
result of having T2DM and may have valued
such experiences.

For the theme “improving mental health,”
treatment engagement may have been consid-
ered as the means of improving mental health.
As a previous study indicated, various aspects of
mental health, such as perceived quality of life,
satisfaction, and wellbeing, tend to be reduced
among T2DM patients, since diabetes leads to
troubles in daily life [23]. Therefore, T2DM
patients need to cope with both mental and
physical health as part of self-management of
the disease. Although diabetes treatment itself
worKks for physical health, there is no doubt that
improvement of one’s physical health status
leads to improvement of the mental health also.
Health care professionals should emphasize that
treatment engagement is beneficial for T2DM
patients if they want to live a mentally healthy
life in the future.

The theme “lack of consciousness of disease”
indicated a lack of insight into the disease of the
participants despite a definite diagnosis by a
medical doctor. Paradoxically, improvement of
insight into the disease among T2DM patients
may not be achieved sufficiently by
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approaching the lack of such insight. It has
been previously reported that the use of shared
decision making and motivational interviewing
methods increases treatment adherence based
on the patient’s self-determined choice in gen-
eral rather than approaching the lack of insight
as deliberate denial [24]. In light of this past
study, the employment of such methods may be
beneficial for the improvement of insight into
the disease among T2DM patients and also for
persistent treatment engagement.

The theme “living a dissipated life” referred
to the situation in which participants had a self-
destructive life. As we illustrated, the partici-
pant who enjoyed drinking seemed to be iso-
lated, with little hope for the future despite his
understanding of the consequence of such a
lifestyle; his FTP may not have included ‘a sense
of T2DM ownership.” The participants whose
responses were included in this theme may have
lacked existential and purposive meaning con-
struction for treatment engagement; in other
words, it may have been difficult for them to
have an FTP for treatment because their life is
filled with wuncertainty. Rasmussen et al.
emphasized the value of behavioral and emo-
tional health counseling to enhance diabetes
care when T2DM patients had less of a sense of
purpose in life [25], and such health counseling
may be effective for T2DM patients with a dis-
sipated life.

We believe that enhancement of support to
help T2DM patients have an FTP with a sense of
ownership of their condition will lead to their
persistent participation in their treatment.
Holman and Zimbardo reported that the pres-
ence of a support network such as a spouse,
romantic partner, family, and friends is associ-
ated with a high FTP [26]. Importantly, the FTP
in Holman and Zimbardo’s past study consisted
of factors such as an ability to resist temptations
for the sake of the future and a goal-oriented
personality, and these factors are similar to the
components of an FTP with a sense of T2DM
ownership in the current study. The presence of
a support network may be similarly associated
with a high FTP with a sense of T2DM owner-
ship. Health care professionals who are involved
in daily health guidance, such as public health
nurses, in cooperation with the local

government, may be able to enhance FTP with a
sense of T2DM ownership and promote persis-
tent treatment by establishing peer support
programs to create friendly relationships in the
community for T2DM patients. Of note, the
mean age of the subjects in the present study
was 68.4 years; thus, many of the subjects may
have been those who were retired. Reduced
participation in social activities after retirement
is often prevalent in elderly people [27]. There-
fore, elderly T2DM patients, such as those in the
current study, may require especially generous
support to enable them to participate in the
community. On the other hand, for younger
T2DM patients, peer support programs in the
community may reduce the risk of treatment
interruption in the future because such pro-
grams may improve community ties and
friendships and strengthen FIPs from a young
age. Appropriate support for different age
groups needs to be considered.

It is important to discuss the differences and
similarities between FTP and related concepts
such as treatment goals and ‘glycemic happi-
ness’ to clarify the transferability and novelty of
our study results. First, FTP should be differen-
tiated from treatment goals. Living with an ill-
ness is a part of life [28], and it is thus assumed
that the FTP of T2DM patients consists of not
only treatment goals, but also a broad range of
plans regarding how they will make sense of
and deal with the disease for the rest of their
lives. In addition, it was previously reported
that diabetic patients are less focused on setting
and achieving future goals than healthy indi-
viduals [29], suggesting that the FTP of T2DM
patients may be different from those of other
people. Therefore, the investigation of FTP
instead of treatment goals may reveal a desired
status for individuals after T2DM treatment,
that is, the perceived purpose of treatment
among T2DM patients.

Second, FTP may also be related to ‘glycemic
happiness,” which is defined as “a state of
emotional and biomedical wellbeing in persons
with diabetes mellitus” [30]. A scale of glycemic
happiness has been developed to understand
the current state of happiness in T2DM patients
and their surroundings [30]. Of the items in this
scale, the questions that measure mental aspects
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related to scheduling and planning taking
T2DM into account, such as “Do you feel your
private and social leisure activities are impaired
due to diabetes?” and “Do you get angry, scared,
and/or depressed when you think about living
with diabetes?,” are likely to be closely related
to FTP. Although the present study does not
examine the relationship between glycemic
happiness and FIP, FIP may explain the
underlying psychological mechanisms of the
factors of glycemic happiness mentioned above.
By exploring the relationships between FTP and
psychological scales for T2DM patients, such as
glycemic happiness, a scientific foundation of
the tools to help T2DM patients may be
improved.

The present study has two limitations. First,
in the current quantitative analysis, the associ-
ations between subthemes and treatment
engagement status were not examined. Sub-
themes consisted of more concrete components
of FTP than those of main themes, which were a
brief representation of such components, and
thus investigation into such associations may
reveal which components of FIP has a strong
relationship to persistent engagement in treat-
ment; such investigation is important for
enhancing the health of T2DM patients. Sec-
ond, we analyzed the data cross-sectionally and
were unable to clarify the process of how the
T2DM patients had established their FTP and its
components shown in the current study.
Behavioral and developmental scientific
research on this process, namely the patient’s
journey, would be beneficial for diabetes man-
agement practice in terms of gaining a deeper
understanding of the value and priority that
T2DM patients put on their treatment.

CONCLUSION

We revealed the components of FTP of T2DM
patients qualitatively and the association
between main theme, as a brief representation
of such components, and treatment engage-
ment status quantitatively. The presence of FTP
with a sense of T2DM ownership was associated
with persistent treatment, while its absence was
associated with impersistent treatment. Health

care professionals should encourage T2DM
patients to have an FIP and purpose in life,
instead of treatment goals, if/when these indi-
viduals mention their dissipated life or lack
insight into the disease.
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