
Letter to the Editor
Stability of Zika Virus Antibodies in Specimens from a Retrospective Serological Study

Dear Sir,

In May 2021, Sasmono et al.1 published their interesting
work, which reported on widescale use of antibody seroprev-
alence to examine the history of Zika virus (ZIKV) transmission
in Indonesia. The specimens for this retrospective seropreva-
lence studywere collected in2014, so thestability of anti-ZIKV
antibodies in the serum samples, which were stored for 6
years, should be further considered.
First, the storage conditions of the 870 serum samples,

which were collected from different regions in Indonesia in
2014, were not presented in the manuscript. According to
the authors, “A total of 870 serum samples from healthy 5-
to 9-year-old children, which had been collected from 30 dis-
tricts in 14 provinces during October and November 2014,
were tested.” The storage conditions of the long-term stored
sera samples should have been included in the article, and
this information will be helpful in interpreting the data.
Second, there has been no report that anti-ZIKV antibodies

are stable during long-term storage at –20�C or –80�C. The
stability of antibody titers against ZIKV may influence the
results and conclusions of seroprevalence studies. It is worth
noting that the relationship between anti-ZIKV antibody titers
and storage conditions should be investigated further.
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