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Overview

Colorectal cancer is the third most frequently diagnosed cancer in men and women in the 

United States. In 2002, an estimated 107,300 new cases of colon cancer will occur. During 

the same year, it is estimated that 48,100 people will die from colon cancer.1 Despite these 

statistics, mortality from colon cancer has decreased over the past 30 years, possibly because 

of earlier diagnosis through screening and better treatment modalities.

This article summarizes the National Comprehensive Cancer Network’s clinical practice 

guidelines for managing colon cancer. The guidelines begin with the clinical presentation 

of the patient to the primary care physician or gastroenterologist and address diagnosis, 

pathologic staging, surgical management, adjuvant treatment, management of recurrent and 

metastatic disease, and patient surveillance.

When reviewing these guidelines, clinicians should note several things. First, these 

guidelines adhere to the tumor/node/metastasis staging system (Table 1)2,3 Furthermore, 

all recommendations are classified as category 2A except where noted in the text or 

on the algorithm (see Categories of Consensus below). The panel unanimously endorses 

giving priority to treating patients in a clinical trial over standard or accepted therapy. This 

is especially true for cases of advanced disease and for patients with locally aggressive 

colorectal cancer who are receiving combined modality treatment.
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Staging

The sixth edition of the Americal Joint Committee on Cancer’s AJCC Cancer Staging 
Manual includes several modifications to the colon and rectum staging system. In this 

version of the staging system, smooth metastatic nodules in the pericolic or perirectal fat 

are considered lymph node metastasis and should be included in N staging. Irregularly 

contoured metastatic nodules in the peritumoral fat are considered vascular invasion. Stage II 

is now subdivided into IIa (if the primary tumor is T3) and IIB (for T4 lesions). Stage III is 

subdivided into IIIA (T1 to T2, Nl, M0), IIIB (T3 to T4, Nl, M0), and IIIC (any T, N2, M0). 

In addition, the current staging suggests that the surgeon mark the area of the specimen with 

the deepest tumor penetration so that the pathologist can directly evaluate the radial margin. 

The surgeon is encouraged to score the completeness of the resection as follows: 1) R0 for 

complete tumor resection with all margins negative, 2) R1 for incomplete tumor resection 

with microscopic involvement of a margin, and 3) R2 for incomplete tumor resection with 

gross residual tumor not resected.

Risk Assessment

First-degree relatives of patients with newly diagnosed adenomas4 or invasive carcinoma5 

are at an increased risk for colorectal cancer. Therefore, colon cancer patients, especially 

those who are 50 years old or younger and those with suspected hereditary nonpolyposis 

colon cancer, familial adenomatous polyposis, or attenuated familial adenomatous polyposis, 

should be counseled regarding their family history, as detailed in the NCCN Colorectal 

Cancer Screening Clinical Practice Guidelines (in this issue).
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Colon Cancer Treatment Version 1.2003
aAll patients with colon cancer should be counseled for family history. Patients with 

suspected hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer (HNPCC), familial adenomatous polyposis 

(FAP) and attenuated FAP, see the NCCN Colorectal Screening Guidelines (page 72).
bConsider more extensive colectomy for patients with strong family history of colon cancer 

or young age (< 50 y).

See the NCCN Colorectal Screening Guidelines (page 72).
cA randomized trial demonstrates that a laparoscopic colectomy is more costly and time to 

recovery is equivalent to colectomy. Laparoscopic colectomy cannot be recommended as an 

alternative option at this time.
aAll patients with colon cancer should be counseled for family history. Patients with 

suspected hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer (HNPCC), familial adenomatous polyposis 

(FAP) and attenuated FAP see the
dA minimum of 6 lymph nodes need to be examined to clearly establish stage II (T 3–4, NO) 

colon cancer.
ePatients considered to be NO but who have < 12 nodes examined are suboptimally staged 

and may be considered in the high risk group.
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fThere are insufficient data to recommend the use of molecular markers to determine 

adjuvant therapy.
gAt this time, combination regimens including irinotecan, oxaliplatin and capecitabine 

cannot be recommended as standard adjuvant therapy.
hThere are no data supporting the routine use of CT scans of the abdomen or chest x-rays, 

but some institutions agree these are indicated in certain clinical situations.
iIf patient a potential candidate for surgical resection of isolated metastases.
jWhen considering hepatic artery infusion (HAI) therapy.
kA recent trial demonstrated an increased early 60-day mortality of bolus 5-FU/leucovorin/

irinotecan. Careful monitoring of all regimens is required. Rothenberg M, Meropol N, 

Poplin E et al. Mortality associated with irinotecan plus bolus fluorouracil/leucovorin: 

summary findings of an independent panel. J Clin Oncol 2001;19:3801–3807.
lCombinations of 5-FU/leucovorin therapy with either irinotecan or oxaliplatin should be 

strongly considered in optimal treatment strategies. The exact sequence has not yet been 

defined.
mFor chemotherapy references, see Salvage Chemotherapy References, page 48).
nPoon M, O’Connell M, Moertel C et al. Biochemical modulation of fluorouracil: evidence 

of significant improvement of survival and quality of life in patient with advanced colorectal 

carcinoma. J Clin Oncol 1989;7:1407–1418.

Petrelli N, Herrera L, Rustum Y et al. A prospective randomized trial of 5-fluorouracil 

versus 5-fluorouracil and high-dose leucovorin versus 5-fluorouracil and methotrexate 

in previously untreated patients with advanced colorectal carcinoma. J Clin Oncol 

1987;5:1559–1565.

deGramont A, Bosset C, Milan C, et al. Randomized trial comparing monthly low-dose 

leucovorin and fluorouracil bolus with bimonthly high-dose leucovorin and fluorouracil 

bolus plus continuous infusion for advanced colorectal cancer: a French intergroup study. J 

Clin Oncol 1997;15:808–815.
oLokich J, Ahlgren J, Gullo J et al. A prospective randomized comparison of continuous 

infusion fluorouracil with a conventional bolus schedule in metast colorectal carcinoma: a 

Mid-Atlantic Oncology Program Study. J Clin Oncol 1989;7:425–432.
PSaltz L, Cox J, Blanke C et al. Irinotecan plus fluorouracil and leucovorin for metastatic 

colorectal cancer. N Engl J Med 2000;343:905–914.
qDouillard J, Cunningham D, Roth A et al. Irinotecan combined with fluorouracil compared 

with fluorouracil alons as first-line treatment for metastatic colorectal cancer: a multicentre 

randomised trial. The Lancet 2000;355:1041–1047.
rdeGramont A, Figer A, Seymour M et al. Leucovorin and fluorouracil with or without 

oxaliplatin as first-line treatment in advanced colorectal cancer. J Clin Oncol 2000:18:2938–

2947.
sVanCutsem E, Twelves C, Cassidy J et al. Oral capecitabine compared with intravenous 

fluorouracil plus leucovorin in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer: results of a large 

phase III study. J Clin Oncol 2001;19:4097–4106.
tCunningham D, Glimelius B. A phase III study of irinotecan (CPT-11 ) versus best 

supportive care in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer who have failed 5-fluorouracil 

therapy. V301 Study Group. Semin Oncol 1999;26:6–12.
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uKemeny N, Ron I. Hepatic arterial chemotherapy in metastatic colorectal patients. Semin 

Oncol 1999;26:524–535.

Clinical Presentation and Treatment

Managing Polypoid Cancer

Before making a decision about surgical resection for an endoscopically resected 

adenomatous polyp or villous adenoma, physicians should review the pathology and consult 

with patients.6 The panel recommends marking the polyp site at the time of endoscopic 

resection. If a cancerous polyp has been completely resected at polypectomy, no additional 

surgery is necessary.7 If deep invasion into the stalk has occurred or if adverse features 

such as grade 3 to grade 4 lesions, lymphatic invasion, or positive margins are present, 

an en bloc colectomy is indicated. Similarly, if the patient has a broad-based villous or 

villoglandular adenoma or the specimen is fragmented, a colectomy may be necessary.7 The 

panel does not recommend laparoscopic surgery as an option at this time. A randomized trial 

demonstrated that a laparoscopic colectomy is more costly and that the patient’s recovery 

time is equivalent to a standard colectomy.8 All patients who have resected polyps should 

undergo total colonoscopy to exclude other synchronous polyps, as well as appropriate 

follow-up surveillance endoscopy.9 No adjuvant chemotherapy is indicated for patients with 

stage 1 lesions.

Managing Invasive Colon Cancer

Patients who present with invasive colon cancer require a complete staging workup, 

including pathologic tissue review, total colonoscopy, a complete blood count, platelets, 

chemistry profile, a carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) determination, a chest radiograph, and 

a computed tomographic (CT) scan of the abdomen and pelvis. For resectable colon cancer, 

the surgical procedure of choice is colectomy with an en bloc removal of the regional lymph 

nodes.10 For resectable colon cancer that is causing obstruction, resection with diversion 

followed by colectomy or stent insertion followed by colectomy is also recommended. If the 

cancer is unresectable, a diverting colostomy followed by a palliative resection should be 

considered.

The panel recommends 6 months of 5-fluorouracil (5-FU) plus leucovorin adjuvant 

chemotherapy for patients with stage III (node-positive) colon carcinoma (category 1).11 

Adjuvant chemotherapy is not considered standard for stage II colon cancer. Intergroup Trial 

0035 demonstrated a trend toward a decreased recurrence rate with chemotherapy versus 

surgery alone, but no survival advantage resulted.12 The International Multicentre Pooled 

Analysis of B2 Colon Cancer Trials included data on 1,016 patients with stage II cancer 

randomized to receive 5-FU plus leucovorin or observation. The event-free survival rates 

were 76% and 73%, respectively (5-year hazard ratio, 0.83; 90% confidence interval, 0.72 

to 1.07);13 however, patients with T3 colon tumors with no metastases and with high-risk 

factors for systemic recurrence, including grade 3 or 4 lesions, lymphatic/vascular invasion, 

or bowel obstruction, may be considered for adjuvant chemotherapy with 5-FU/leucovorin.11 

These patients should be entered, if possible, in a clinical trial. These patients may also 

be observed. Postoperative chemotherapy with radiation (category 2B for radiation) might 
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benefit patients who have T3 tumors with localized perforation or close, indeterminate, or 

positive margins or patients with T4, N0 colon cancer.

Managing Stage IV Disease

Patients with stage IV colon cancer can present with a lesion in the colon and evidence of 

metastatic disease in the liver. If a patient is a candidate for surgery, the panel recommends 

colectomy followed by liver resection14 or colectomy with neoadjuvant chemotherapy and 

a staged liver resection. Limited colon resection should be considered if the patient has a 

substantial risk of obstruction or if the liver burden is low (category 2B).

Patients who have completely resected liver metastases should be offered 4 to 6 months 

of adjuvant chemotherapy. A completed trial demonstrated that the combination of 

fluorodeoxyuridine by hepatic artery infusion plus systemic chemotherapy was superior to 

systemic chemotherapy alone following hepatic resection.15 Additional options for adjuvant 

therapy include systemic 5-FU plus leucovorin,16 5-FU plus leucovorin plus oxaliplatin,17 

continuous-infusion 5-FU,18 or 5-FU plus leucovorin plus irinotecan.19,20 Intraperitoneal 

chemotherapy is considered investigational, given the absence of evidence that it prolongs 

life.21 Patients with unresectable liver metastases should receive salvage therapy. Patients 

may also be observed (category 2B).

Metastatic disease can also occur in the lung. Patients with one to three nodules in their 

lungs who can undergo resection should be considered for colectomy with an en bloc 

removal of nodes followed by resection of pulmonary nodules. A biologic waiting period 

of up to 2 months can distinguish patients who would be more likely to benefit from 

metastasectomy because of indolent disease. Adjuvant therapy recommended for patients 

with lung metastases includes 5-FU plus leucovorin, 5-FU plus leucovorin plus irinotecan, 

continuous infusion of 5-FU, or observation. If a patient cannot undergo resection or has 

multiple lesions, a limited colon resection should be considered followed by salvage therapy.

For patients with other nonobstructing unresectable metastases, a limited colon resection 

should be considered followed by salvage therapy. Recommended surgery for patients with 

an impending obstruction includes limited resection, a diverting colostomy, or a bypass of 

impending obstruction. Surgery should be followed with salvage therapy.

Salvage Therapy

If a patient with metastatic disease and good performance scores progresses while on 5-FU–

based therapy or if a metastasis develops within 6 months of the patient completing 5-FU–

based adjuvant chemotherapy, treatment with bolus irinotecan (CPT-11) or 5-FU/leucovorin/

oxaliplatin is recommended as a possible second-line approach.17,22 For patients with good 

performance scores who have not previously received chemotherapy, options include 5-FU 

plus leucovorin, 5-FU/leucovorin/irinotecan,19,20 capecitabine, protracted infusional 5-FU, 

or 5-FU/leucovorin/oxaliplatin.17 Individuals receiving bolus 5-FU/leucovorin/irinotecan 

should be carefully monitored because an increase in 60-day mortality caused by 

gastrointestinal toxicity has been reported in these patients.23 If recurrence is confined 

to the liver, liver-directed therapy should be considered.24 Metastatic cancer patients with 

performance 3 or 4 should receive the best supportive care.
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Post-treatment Surveillance

Post-treatment surveillance of colon cancer patients remains controversial.25 Oncologists 

perform surveillance in these patients to assess therapeutic complications, discover a 

recurrence that is potentially resectable for cure, identify new metachronous neoplasms at 

a preinvasive stage, and reassure the patient. For successfully treated patients who have no 

known residual disease, the panel recommends a history and a physical examination every 3 

months for the first 2 years and then every 6 months for the next 5 years.

For T2 or greater lesions, a CEA test is recommended at baseline and every 3 months 

for 2 years and then every 6 months for the next 2 to 5 years if the clinician determines 

that the patient is a potential candidate for aggressive curative surgery.26–28 Colonoscopy 

is indicated within 1 year of resection (or 3 to 6 months postoperatively) and is repeated 

annually if neoplastic polyps are noted; if the colon is free of polyps, colonoscopic 

surveillance at least every 3 years is recommended.9 No data exist to justify or refute routine 

monitoring with periodic chest films or serial CT scans of the abdomen and pelvis.

Managing Recurrent or Progressing Metastasis

Managing patients with an elevated CEA level after resection should include colonoscopy; 

chest, abdominal, and pelvic CT scans; and a careful physical examination. If imaging study 

results are normal in the face of a rising CEA, repeat scans are indicated every 3 months 

if symptoms occur. The panel does not recommend a “blind abdominal exploration” for 

patients whose workup for an elevated CEA level is negative.29 The panel considered, but 

does not recommend, the use of anti-CEA-radiolabeled scintigraphy.30 Positron emission 

tomography should be considered before surgical resection for patients with a suspected 

recurrence or if an isolated, resectable, organ-confined lesion is detected.31 When recurrent 

disease is identified at the site of the anastomosis in the bowel, curative surgery may be 

possible. Likewise, isolated lesions in the liver or lung may be resected for cure.

Summary

The NCCN Colon/Rectal/Anal Cancers Guidelines panel believes that a multidisciplinary 

approach is necessary for managing colorectal cancer. The panel endorses the concept that 

treating patients in a clinical trial has priority over standard or accepted therapy.

The recommended surgical procedure for resectable colon cancer is an en bloc resection. For 

patients with stage III disease, 5-FU–based adjuvant therapy is recommended. A patient who 

has metastatic disease in the liver or lung should be considered for surgical resection if he or 

she is a candidate for surgery and if surgery can extend survival. Surgery should be followed 

by adjuvant chemotherapy.

The panel advocates a conservative post-treatment surveillance program for colon carcinoma 

patients. Serial CEA determinations are appropriate if the patient is a candidate for 

aggressive surgical resection should recurrence be detected. Abdominal and pelvic CT 

scans should be used only when there are clinical indications of possible recurrence. 

Patients whose disease progresses during 5-FU-based therapy should be treated with 

bolus irinotecan. Patients who progress on irinotecan are candidates for 5-FU/leucovorin/
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oxaliplatin therapy17 or should be encouraged to participate in a phase I or phase II clinical 

trial.
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Colon Cancer Clinical Practice Guidelines in Oncology

NCCN Categories of Consensus

Category 1: There is uniform NCCN consensus, based on high-level evidence, that the 

recommendation is appropriate.

Category 2A: There is uniform NCCN consensus, based on lower-level evidence 

including clinical experience, that the recommendation is appropriate.

Category 2B: There is nonuniform NCCN consensus (but no major disagreement), 

based on lower-level evidence including clinical experience, that the recommendation is 

appropriate.

Category 3: There is major NCCN disagreement that the recommendation is appropriate.

Engstrom et al. Page 18

J Natl Compr Canc Netw. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2021 November 25.

A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript

A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript



A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript

A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript

Engstrom et al. Page 19

Ta
b

le
 1

A
m

er
ic

an
 J

oi
nt

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 o

n 
C

an
ce

r 
T

um
or

/N
od

e/
M

et
as

ta
si

s 
St

ag
in

g 
Sy

st
em

 f
or

 C
ol

or
ec

ta
l C

an
ce

r*

P
ri

m
ar

y 
Tu

m
or

 (
T

)

T
X

Pr
im

ar
y 

tu
m

or
 c

an
no

t b
e 

as
se

ss
ed

T
0

N
o 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f 

pr
im

ar
y 

tu
m

or

T
is

C
ar

ci
no

m
a 

in
 s

itu
: i

nt
ra

ep
ith

el
ia

l o
r 

in
va

si
on

 o
f 

la
m

in
a 

pr
op

ri
a†

T
1

T
um

or
 in

va
de

s 
su

bm
uc

os
a

T
2

T
um

or
 in

va
de

s 
m

us
cu

la
ri

s 
pr

op
ri

a

T
3

T
um

or
 in

va
de

s 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
m

us
cu

la
ri

s 
pr

op
ri

a 
in

to
 th

e 
su

bs
er

os
a 

or
 in

to
 n

on
pe

ri
to

ne
al

iz
ed

 p
er

ic
ol

ic
 o

r 
pe

ri
re

ct
al

 ti
ss

ue
s

T
4

T
um

or
 d

ir
ec

tly
 in

va
de

s 
ot

he
r 

or
ga

ns
 o

r 
st

ru
ct

ur
es

 a
nd

/o
r 

pe
rf

or
at

es
 v

is
ce

ra
l p

er
ito

ne
um

‡

R
eg

io
na

l L
ym

ph
 N

od
es

 (
N

)§

N
X

R
eg

io
na

l l
ym

ph
 n

od
es

 c
an

no
t b

e 
as

se
ss

ed

N
0

N
o 

re
gi

on
al

 ly
m

ph
 n

od
e 

m
et

as
ta

si
s

N
1

M
et

as
ta

si
s 

in
 o

ne
 to

 th
re

e 
re

gi
on

al
 ly

m
ph

 n
od

es

N
2

M
et

as
ta

si
s 

in
 f

ou
r 

or
 m

or
e 

re
gi

on
al

 ly
m

ph
 n

od
es

D
is

ta
nt

 M
et

as
ta

si
s 

(M
)

M
X

D
is

ta
nt

 m
et

as
ta

si
s 

ca
nn

ot
 b

e 
as

se
ss

ed

M
0

N
o 

di
st

an
t m

et
as

ta
si

s

M
1

D
is

ta
nt

 m
et

as
ta

si
s

St
ag

e 
G

ro
up

in
g

St
ag

e
T

N
M

D
uk

es
¶

M
A

C
¶

0
T

is
N

0
M

0
-

-

I
T

1
N

0
M

0
A

A

T
2

N
0

M
0

A
B

l

II
A

T
3

N
0

M
0

B
B

2

II
B

T
4

N
0

M
0

B
B

3

II
IA

T
1-

T
2

N
1

M
0

C
C

l

II
IB

T
3-

T
4

N
1

M
0

C
C

2/
C

3

II
IC

A
ny

 T
N

2
M

0
C

C
1/

C
2/

C
3

IV
A

ny
 T

A
ny

 N
M

1
-

D

J Natl Compr Canc Netw. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2021 November 25.



A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript

A
uthor M

anuscript
A

uthor M
anuscript

Engstrom et al. Page 20

P
ri

m
ar

y 
Tu

m
or

 (
T

)

H
is

to
lo

gi
c 

G
ra

de
 (

G
)

G
X

G
ra

de
 c

an
no

t b
e 

as
se

ss
ed

G
1

W
el

l d
if

fe
re

nt
ia

te
d

G
2

M
od

er
at

el
y 

di
ff

er
en

tia
te

d

G
3

Po
or

ly
 d

if
fe

re
nt

ia
te

d

G
4

U
nd

if
fe

re
nt

ia
te

d

† T
hi

s 
in

cl
ud

es
 c

an
ce

r 
ce

lls
 c

on
fi

ne
d 

w
ith

in
 th

e 
gl

an
du

la
r 

ba
se

m
en

t m
em

br
an

e 
(i

nt
ra

ep
ith

el
ia

l)
 o

r 
la

m
in

a 
pr

op
ri

a 
(i

nt
ra

m
uc

os
al

) 
w

ith
 n

o 
ex

te
ns

io
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

m
us

cu
la

ri
s 

m
uc

os
ae

 in
to

 th
e 

su
bm

uc
os

a.

‡ D
ir

ec
t i

nv
as

io
n 

in
 T

4 
in

cl
ud

es
 in

va
si

on
 o

f 
ot

he
r 

se
gm

en
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

co
lo

re
ct

um
 b

y 
w

ay
 o

f 
th

e 
se

ro
sa

 (
e.

g.
, i

nv
as

io
n 

of
 th

e 
si

gm
oi

d 
co

lo
n 

by
 a

 c
ar

ci
no

m
a 

of
 th

e 
ce

cu
m

).
 T

um
or

 th
at

 is
 a

dh
er

en
t t

o 
ot

he
r 

or
ga

ns
 

or
 s

tr
uc

tu
re

s 
m

ac
ro

sc
op

ic
al

ly
 is

 c
la

ss
if

ie
d 

T
4;

 h
ow

ev
er

, i
f 

no
 tu

m
or

 is
 p

re
se

nt
 in

 th
e 

ad
he

si
on

 m
ic

ro
sc

op
ic

al
ly

, t
he

 c
la

ss
if

ic
at

io
n 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
pT

3.
 T

he
 V

 a
nd

 L
 s

ub
st

ag
in

g 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

us
ed

 to
 id

en
tif

y 
th

e 
pr

es
en

ce
 o

r 
ab

se
nc

e 
of

 v
as

cu
la

r 
or

 ly
m

ph
at

ic
 in

va
si

on
.

§ A
 tu

m
or

 n
od

ul
e 

in
 th

e 
pe

ri
co

lo
re

ct
al

 a
di

po
se

 ti
ss

ue
 o

f 
a 

pr
im

ar
y 

ca
rc

in
om

a 
w

ith
ou

t h
is

to
lo

gi
c 

ev
id

en
ce

 o
f 

re
si

du
al

 ly
m

ph
 n

od
e 

in
 th

e 
no

du
le

 is
 c

la
ss

if
ie

d 
in

 th
e 

pN
 c

at
eg

or
y 

as
 a

 r
eg

io
na

l l
ym

ph
 n

od
e 

m
et

as
ta

si
s 

if
 th

e 
no

du
le

 h
as

 th
e 

fo
rm

 a
nd

 s
m

oo
th

 c
on

to
ur

 o
f 

a 
ly

m
ph

 n
od

e.
 I

f 
th

e 
no

du
le

 h
as

 a
n 

ir
re

gu
la

r 
co

nt
ou

r, 
it 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
cl

as
si

fi
ed

 in
 th

e 
T

 c
at

eg
or

y 
an

d 
al

so
 c

od
ed

 a
s 

V
1 

(m
ic

ro
sc

op
ic

 v
en

ou
s 

in
va

si
on

) 
or

 a
s 

V
2 

(i
f 

it 
w

as
 g

ro
ss

ly
 e

vi
de

nt
) 

be
ca

us
e 

th
er

e 
is

 a
 s

tr
on

g 
lik

el
ih

oo
d 

th
at

 it
 r

ep
re

se
nt

s 
ve

no
us

 in
va

si
on

.

¶ D
uk

es
 B

 is
 a

 c
om

po
si

te
 o

f 
be

tte
r 

(T
3 

N
0 

M
0)

 a
nd

 w
or

se
 (

T
4 

N
0 

M
0)

 p
ro

gn
os

tic
 g

ro
up

s,
 a

s 
is

 D
uk

es
 C

 (
A

ny
 T

N
1 

M
0 

an
d 

A
ny

 T
 N

2 
M

0)
. M

A
C

 is
 th

e 
m

od
if

ie
d 

A
st

le
r-

C
ol

le
r 

cl
as

si
fi

ca
tio

n.

N
ot

e:
 T

he
 y

 p
re

fi
x 

is
 to

 b
e 

us
ed

 f
or

 th
os

e 
ca

nc
er

s 
th

at
 a

re
 c

la
ss

if
ie

d 
af

te
r 

pr
et

re
at

m
en

t, 
w

he
re

as
 th

e 
r 

pr
ef

ix
 is

 to
 b

e 
us

ed
 f

or
 th

os
e 

ca
nc

er
s 

th
at

 h
av

e 
re

cu
rr

ed
.

* U
se

d 
w

ith
 th

e 
pe

rm
is

si
on

 o
f 

th
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
 J

oi
nt

 C
om

m
itt

ee
 o

n 
C

an
ce

r 
(A

JC
C

),
 C

hi
ca

go
, I

lli
no

is
. T

he
 o

ri
gi

na
l m

at
er

ia
l s

ou
rc

e 
fo

r 
th

is
 is

 th
e 

A
JC

C
 C

an
ce

r S
ta

gi
ng

 M
an

ua
l, 

6t
h 

E
di

tio
n 

(2
00

2)
 p

ub
lis

he
d 

by
 

Sp
ri

ng
er

-V
er

la
g 

N
ew

 Y
or

k 
(w

w
w

.s
pr

in
ge

r-
ny

.c
om

).

J Natl Compr Canc Netw. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2021 November 25.

http://www.springer-ny.com/

	Overview
	Staging
	Risk Assessment
	Colon Cancer Treatment Version 1.2003aAll patients with colon cancer should be counseled for family history. Patients with suspected hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer (HNPCC), familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) and attenuated FAP, see the NCCN Colorectal Screening Guidelines (page 72).bConsider more extensive colectomy for patients with strong family history of colon cancer or young age (< 50 y).See the NCCN Colorectal Screening Guidelines (page 72).cA randomized trial demonstrates that a laparoscopic colectomy is more costly and time to recovery is equivalent to colectomy. Laparoscopic colectomy cannot be recommended as an alternative option at this time.aAll patients with colon cancer should be counseled for family history. Patients with suspected hereditary non-polyposis colon cancer (HNPCC), familial adenomatous polyposis (FAP) and attenuated FAP see thedA minimum of 6 lymph nodes need to be examined to clearly establish stage II (T 3–4, NO) colon cancer.ePatients considered to be NO but who have < 12 nodes examined are suboptimally staged and may be considered in the high risk group.fThere are insufficient data to recommend the use of molecular markers to determine adjuvant therapy.gAt this time, combination regimens including irinotecan, oxaliplatin and capecitabine cannot be recommended as standard adjuvant therapy.hThere are no data supporting the routine use of CT scans of the abdomen or chest x-rays, but some institutions agree these are indicated in certain clinical situations.iIf patient a potential candidate for surgical resection of isolated metastases.jWhen considering hepatic artery infusion (HAI) therapy.kA recent trial demonstrated an increased early 60-day mortality of bolus 5-FU/leucovorin/irinotecan. Careful monitoring of all regimens is required. Rothenberg M, Meropol N, Poplin E et al. Mortality associated with irinotecan plus bolus fluorouracil/leucovorin: summary findings of an independent panel. J Clin Oncol 2001;19:3801–3807.lCombinations of 5-FU/leucovorin therapy with either irinotecan or oxaliplatin should be strongly considered in optimal treatment strategies. The exact sequence has not yet been defined.mFor chemotherapy references, see Salvage Chemotherapy References, page 48).nPoon M, O’Connell M, Moertel C et al. Biochemical modulation of fluorouracil: evidence of significant improvement of survival and quality of life in patient with advanced colorectal carcinoma. J Clin Oncol 1989;7:1407–1418.Petrelli N, Herrera L, Rustum Y et al. A prospective randomized trial of 5-fluorouracil versus 5-fluorouracil and high-dose leucovorin versus 5-fluorouracil and methotrexate in previously untreated patients with advanced colorectal carcinoma. J Clin Oncol 1987;5:1559–1565.deGramont A, Bosset C, Milan C, et al. Randomized trial comparing monthly low-dose leucovorin and fluorouracil bolus with bimonthly high-dose leucovorin and fluorouracil bolus plus continuous infusion for advanced colorectal cancer: a French intergroup study. J Clin Oncol 1997;15:808–815.oLokich J, Ahlgren J, Gullo J et al. A prospective randomized comparison of continuous infusion fluorouracil with a conventional bolus schedule in metast colorectal carcinoma: a Mid-Atlantic Oncology Program Study. J Clin Oncol 1989;7:425–432.PSaltz L, Cox J, Blanke C et al. Irinotecan plus fluorouracil and leucovorin for metastatic colorectal cancer. N Engl J Med 2000;343:905–914.qDouillard J, Cunningham D, Roth A et al. Irinotecan combined with fluorouracil compared with fluorouracil alons as first-line treatment for metastatic colorectal cancer: a multicentre randomised trial. The Lancet 2000;355:1041–1047.rdeGramont A, Figer A, Seymour M et al. Leucovorin and fluorouracil with or without oxaliplatin as first-line treatment in advanced colorectal cancer. J Clin Oncol 2000:18:2938–2947.sVanCutsem E, Twelves C, Cassidy J et al. Oral capecitabine compared with intravenous fluorouracil plus leucovorin in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer: results of a large phase III study. J Clin Oncol 2001;19:4097–4106.tCunningham D, Glimelius B. A phase III study of irinotecan (CPT-11 ) versus best supportive care in patients with metastatic colorectal cancer who have failed 5-fluorouracil therapy. V301 Study Group. Semin Oncol 1999;26:6–12.uKemeny N, Ron I. Hepatic arterial chemotherapy in metastatic colorectal patients. Semin Oncol 1999;26:524–535.
	Clinical Presentation and Treatment
	Managing Polypoid Cancer
	Managing Invasive Colon Cancer
	Managing Stage IV Disease
	Salvage Therapy
	Post-treatment Surveillance
	Managing Recurrent or Progressing Metastasis

	Summary
	References
	Table 1

