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Abstract: We propose a sucrose concentration sensor by utilizing a fiber Sagnac interferometer
with no-core fiber (SI-NCF) based on the Vernier effect. The Vernier effect is realized by
introducing a single Sagnac interferometer (SI) with a similar free spectral range of SI-NCF.
When the NCF is exposed to the external sucrose solution, the cladding state of NCF is changed,
which induces the wavelength shift of the SI-NCF. The measured sucrose concentration sensitivity
of a single SI-NCF is 2.97 nm/M, and the sensitivity can be improved to -13.84 nm/M with the
assistance of the Vernier effect, which is 4.66 times of the single SI-NCF. The sensor has the
advantages of high sensitivity, easy-fabrication and cost-effectiveness which can be applied in
the field of the food industry, chemistry and agriculture.

© 2021 Optica Publishing Group under the terms of the Optica Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Sucrose is the main component of sugar, indicating that it is an important food and sweet
condiment. In addition, sucrose is one of the important raw materials in the production of
alcohol, yeast, citric acid, lactic acid, glycerol, alcohols, medicines, etc. [1,2]. Therefore, it is
necessary to develop a sensitive and efficient method to measure sucrose concentration in food,
industrial and biological samples [3,4]. Optic fiber sensors have been extensively studied due
to their advantages of electro-magnetic immune, tiny structure and high sensitivity [5—7], such
as surface plasmon resonance (SPR) fiber sensor [8,9], localized surface plasmon resonance
(LSPR) fiber sensor [10-12], fiber Bragg grating-based sensor [13], whispering gallery mode
(WGM) based fiber sensor [14] and fiber interferometer based sensor [15,16]. Recently optic
fiber interferometer based sensors have attracted extensive attention to researchers including
multimode interferometer (MMI) [17], fiber Sagnac interferometer (FSI) [18], Mach-Zehnder
interferometer(MZI) [19], etc. However, the sensitivity of a single interferometer is relatively low,
Vernier effect is introduced into the single interferometer to enhance the sensitivity of biochemical
detection in recent years [20,21]. Jiang et al. demonstrate a dual-microfiber coupler(MFC) based
on the Vernier effect to test glycerin solution and realize refractive index (RI) detection in a
narrow RI range [22]; Chen et al. designed a double helix microfiber coupler with the assistance
of the Vernier effect to measure salt solution and enhance the RI sensitivity [23]. These methods
are both based on microfiber MMIs that require high accuracy, which increases the manufacturing
difficulty. In this line, some researchers try to find an approach without utilizing microfiber
[24,25]. Li et al. fabricated MZI and FPI respectively by utilizing fiber core-offset techniques
and cascaded the two interferometers to realize glycerin solution detection [26]. However, the
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generation of Vernier effect generally requires two interferometers with similar free spectral
range (FSR) and extinction ratio (ER), which indicates that the fabrication of two interferometers
on optic fiber with a micro/nanostructure is still not easy.

Among all of the interferometers, Sagnac interferometer (SI) with polarization maintaining fiber
(PMF), one of the stable and easy-fabricated interferometers, could generate regular interference
spectra and is convenient to control the FSR and ER by adjusting the PMF length, polarization
state and coupling ratio, which is easy to generate Vernier effect by cascading or parallel other
interferometers. It has been used in various sensing applications, such as temperature sensor,
RI sensor [27], magnetic sensor based on Faraday rotation [28], hydrogen sensor [29]. While
for the biochemical analyst detection, as we mentioned before, the light is needed to leak out
from the fiber, and a piece of fiber in SI should be tapered, fabricated micro/nano-structure or
taken off the cladding part by corrosion method that is a complex and challenging to control the
accuracy. In addition, the mechanical strength of the whole structure after the treatment above
also decreases, which is not a good choice for sensing applications. No-core fiber (NCF) is a
kind of silica fiber with the same refractive index (RI) in core and cladding parts. Due to no
RI difference in NCF, the external substance can serve as the “cladding” of NCF and seldom
need tapering and chemical corrosion which is favorable for the optic fiber biochemical sensor
[30]. Therefore, the NCF is gradually introduced into the optic fiber sensors [31]. Xiao et al. use
graphene oxide coated single-mode fiber (SMF)-NCF-SMF (SNS) structure to measure sucrose
solution with a refractive index of 1348.67 nm/RIU in an ultra-narrow RI range of 1.33-1.3385
[32]. However, the work above needs special material to sensitize the sensor which increases the
fabrication complexity. Therefore, inserting NCF into SI can realize the leakage of light and
realize direct interaction of the analyst liquid, which is a benefit for the biochemical sensing
application of SI. Meanwhile, cascading a SI onto the single interferometer to introduce the
Vernier effect will enhance the sensitivity indeed without modifying special material.

In this work, we propose and demonstrate a Sagnac interferometer with no-core fiber (SI-NCF)
based on the Vernier effect for sucrose concentration detection. By sensor calibrating, the most
suitable length of NCF is determined. Then we cascade an ordinary Sagnac interferometer
(SI) into the SI-NCF to produce the Vernier effect and enhance the sensor performance. The
experiment results show that the relationship between the wavelength shift and sucrose is linear.
And the sensitivity of the sucrose concentration to wavelength shift is 2.97 nm/Mol/L. After
cascading the reference arm onto the sensor arm, the sensitivity can be increased to -13.84
nm/Mol/L which is 4.66 times the single one. The sensor can be widely used in chemistry, food,
pharmaceutical, agriculture and other fields due to its advantages of high sensitivity, simple
manufacture and cost-effectiveness.

2. Experimental setup and sensing principle
2.1. Experimental setup

Figure 1 shows the experimental setup of the proposed sucrose concentration sensor system.
The light launched by a broadband optic light source (ASE, ALS-CL-15-B-FA, Amonics,) with
100 nm spectral bandwidth enters into the reference Sagnac interferometer (SI) after passing
through a fiber isolator, and then the light is injected into Sagnac interferometer with no-core fiber
(SI-NCF), finally, the interference spectra are observed and monitored by an optical spectrum
analyzer (OSA, AQ6370D, YOKOGAWA). To eliminate the temperature perturbation from an
ambient environment, we put the sensor part onto a thermostat to keep the temperature unchanged
and increase the sensor’s stability. The reference SI consists of a 3-dB coupler, a section of PMF
and a polarization controller (PC). The sensor SI-NCF is constructed by inserting a section of
NCF into a SI.
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Fig. 1. Experiment set-up of the proposed sucrose sensor system.

2.2. Sensing principle

For the reference SI, it is an ordinary PMF Sagnac interferometer, the transmission can be
expressed as [33]

_ (1 —cos(¢))
= ey

where @=(2-7-An-L)/A is the phase shift, L and A are the PMF length and the wavelength
respectively, An is the birefringence of PMF. The FSR of reference SI can be derived as

1

2

FSRS] = m

(2)

For the sensor SI-NCEF, its structure is divided into three sections as shown in Fig. 2(a), two
sections of PMFs and one section of NCF. A section of no-core fiber (NCF) is inserted into the
two portions of PMFs, and the external medium acts as the cladding of NCF. The interaction
between sucrose concentration and NCF could change the interference state of the SI-NCF. When
we cascade the SI-NCF sensor and the reference SI, the two interferometers with similar FSR
will superimpose the two-interference spectrum and generate a bigger envelope. The FSR of the
envelope can be expressed as [21],

FSRg; - FSRs;_ncF

FSR = ’
envelope |FSRSI — FSRsl—NCF|

3)
where FSRg;_ncr is FSR of the SI-NCF. Compared to a single SI-NCF sensor, the envelope shift

of cascaded configuration can be magnified with an impact factor M,

~ FSRs
|FSRs; — FSRsi_ncr|

“

The sign of denominator F'SRs; — FSRs;_ncr determines the direction of wavelength shift.
When the sign of FSRs; — FSRs;—ncF is positive, the sensitivity curve’s slope of NCF-SI with
Vernier effect will not change. When the sign of FSRs; — FSRs;—ncr is negative, the sensitivity
curve’s slope of NCF-SI with Vernier effect will change.
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Fig. 2. (a) Schematic diagram of the designed sensor based on SI-NCF; The BPM simulation
for intensity distribution of PMF-NCF-PMF: the RI around the NCF are 1.45(b) and 1.33(c)
(here, the intensity are defined as I(x,z)/I(input) at y=0 wm).

2.3. Simulation analysis

To better understand the interaction between the external RI and the NCF, we use the beam
propagation method (BPM) to simulate the PMF-NCF-PMF (PNP) part in SI-NCF. The basic
simulated parameters are listed below. The two sections of PMF length are both 10 mm and
the NCF length is 64 mm. The bi-refractive index, numerical aperture and diameter of PMF
are 4.5x107#, 0.125 and 10 um, respectively. The core refractive index and diameter of NCF
are 1.4440 and 125 um, respectively, external RI acts as the cladding RI of NCF. the simulated
wavelength is 1550nm, the grid size is 150x150 um?, the grid points are 200x200. The simulated
results are shown in Fig. 2(b-c). As one can observe, when light is transmitted in PMF, the
energy is mainly confined in the core of PMF. When the light incidents from PMF to NCF, due
to the core mismatch between the two kinds of fiber, multi-modes will be excited. Then, the
excited multi-modes will interfere with each other during the light propagation. It is apparent
that the periodic optic field distribution occurs in NCF part with a four-cycle of the self-imaging
pattern is formed, which means mode interference exists in NCF. When we change the RI value
of the “cladding part” from 1.45 to 1.33, even if the NCF length is the same, the size of each
self-imaging pattern is changed with different RI of external substance. It indicates that the
designed sensor could be used for biochemical analyst detection with different RI analytes.

3. Experiment results and discussion
3.1.  Sensor calibration

First, we use a longer NCF to ensure sufficient contact between the solution and NCF. Under
this condition, we studied the RI response of the sensor SI-NCF by immersing the NCF part
into a different concentration of sucrose. The RI value of each sucrose solution is obtained
by utilizing an Abbe refractometer. The corresponding RI value for sucrose solution of 0.1
Mol/L, 0.2 Mol/L, 0.3 Mol/L, 0.4 Mol/L, 0.5 Mol/L are 1.3380, 1.3431, 1.3482, 1.3532, 1.3590,
accordingly. We keep the temperature around 28°C and keep the polarization state of the sensor
stable and unchanged and then pipette an increased concentration of sucrose into the sensor part.
The measured interference spectra of the SI-NCF with different RI are depicted in Fig. 3(a). It
can be noticed that the resonance spectra have a redshift with the increasing of RI value. To
evaluate the RI sensitivity of the SI-NCF sensor, one typical dip at 1549.2 nm is monitored
and the dip values at different RI are given in Fig. 3(b). With the RI increasing from 1.3380 to
1.3590, the wavelength shift is 1.6 nm and the refractive index sensitivity is 46.68 nm/RIU. The
linear fit coefficient is 0.986 with good linearity. To ensure the experimental accuracy, we carry
out the measurement three times and take the mean value. The error bar shown in Fig. 3(b) is
the standard deviation for the three repeated measurements. The mean-variance of all selected
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resonance wavelengths is 0.03 nm, which is relatively small. This result indicates the SI-NCF
sensor is efficient to test solutions with different RI values.
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Fig. 3. (a) The interferometer spectra of the SI-NCF sensor without Vernier effect under RI
increasing; (b) The corresponding relationships between the wavelength and refractive index
of the single SI-NCF sensor.

The transmission spectra are shown in Fig. 3(a) and there are two small dip branches in
one resonance dip, making the resonance spectra non-uniform. The non-uniform spectra of
SI-NCF are caused by the interference between the two pieces of PMF and the multimode
interference between NCF and PMF. The non-uniform spectrum is not suitable for the generation
of the Vernier effect. However, we need uniform spectra to generate the Vernier effect for the
subsequent experiment. To obtain the uniform interference spectrum of the SI-NCF sensor, it
should eliminate the effect mentioned above. The interference between the two pieces of PMF
can be reduced by adjusting the polarization state and fast axis angle between two PMFs [29].
The multimode interference can be decreased by using an NCF with length away from the integral
multiple of the cycle length of an interference pattern [32]. Therefore, we change the NCF length
to 40 mm. In the transmission spectra in Fig. 4(a) there are no branches in one resonance dip
and the spectra are more uniform, the FSR near 1535 nm for the resonance spectrum is 3.4 nm,
which is more suitable for the subsequent detection compared to the previous NCF length.
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Fig. 4. (a) Measured resonance spectra with a time of single SI-NCF sensor; (b) Stability
for the designed sensor; (c) The enlarge of the resonance dip at 1537.2 nm.
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When the NCF length is 40 mm, the interference spectra of SI-NCF are regular and uniform,
thus we test the stability performance of the designed sensor by measuring the transmission
spectra during a period under the temperature of 30°C. By tracking one of the resonance dips
from the measured spectra as shown in Fig. 4(c), the stability result of the device was addressed
in Fig. 4(b). From the figure, the tracked resonance dip keeps unchanged during 600 seconds and
the wavelength dip variation is 0.12 nm wavelength range, which indicates the designed sensor
has good stability. In conclusion, the designed SI-NCF sensor is suitable for the detection of
sucrose with different concentrations with the assistance of the Vernier effect.

3.2. Result analysis

After the sensor calibration, we test the sucrose sensor performance of the single SI-NCF without
Vernier effect using NCF with 40 mm length. Distilled water is injected into the sensor part
to clean the container and the NCF. Then, five groups of sucrose solution with concentrations
changed from 0.1 M to 0.5 M are prepared and sequentially pipetted onto the sensor part. Due to
the change of external medium, the cladding composition of NCF is also changed, the resonance
wavelength shifts occur. Figure 5(a) shows the measured resonance spectra with different sucrose
concentrations. It indicates there is a redshift with an ascending concentration of sucrose
concentration. Figure 5(b) gives the sensitivity characteristic of the sucrose sensor without the
Vernier effect. The result shows there is a linear relationship between the wavelength shift and
sucrose concentration in the current detection range and the sensitivity of the single SI-NCF
sensor is 0.297 nm/Mm, with a linear correlation coefficient of 0.951. The single SI-NCF is
robust and easy-fabrication, however, the sensitivity of single SI-NCF is relatively low which
need further improved.
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—— 0.1M Sucrose ~ 1551.2 - Linenr it ; Linear fit
0.2M Sucrose 3 5 1ss0s .
04 ——0.3M Sucrose 2 B 1ssos
0.4M Sucrose é =1550.8 _1.3 o )
on 0.5M Sucrose = = 15500 5731 n/RIU
= 2204 Concentration increase = = R*=0.963
> 1550 1552 1554 7?' 1549, r "
o= Wavelength (nm) En 0000 _0005 N 0016 0.024
2] - . o 1550.4 4 Refractive index change (RIU),
E -40 %
= ) = 2.97 nm/MolsL"!, R?=0.951
hi 0.0 4
-60 155
-80 T T T T 1549.6 T T T T T
1540 1560 1580 1600 0.1 0.2 03 0.4 0.5
Wavelength (nm) Sucrose concentration (Mol/L)

Fig. 5. (a) Measured resonance spectra with different sucrose concentrations for single SI-
NCF sensor without Vernier effect; (b) the corresponding relationship between the resonance
wavelength dip and the sucrose concentration (Inset (i): the corresponding relationship
between the resonance wavelength dip and the RI).

3.3. Vernier effect

To improve the single SI-NCF’s sensitivity, the Vernier effect is introduced into the SI-NCF
sensor. Figure 6(a-b) exhibits the transmission spectrum of reference SI and sensor SI-NCF
without Vernier effect, respectively. Both the extinction ratio (ER) of the two spectra is around
20 dB. In addition, the FSR of sensor SI-NCF near 1550 nm is 3.48 nm, while the FSR of
reference SI near 1550 nm is 2.80 nm. The two spectra of sensor and reference have slightly
free spectral ranges (FSRs) difference which look like two rulers with small scale difference.
To enhance the sensor performance of the single SI-NCF sensor, a reference SI with similar
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FSR is cascaded onto the SI-NCF sensor to realize the Vernier effect. Figure 6(c) shows the
transmission spectrum of cascading the reference SI and sensor SI-NCF with the Vernier effect.
Compared with Fig. 6(a) and Fig. 6(b), the transmission spectrum of the cascaded configuration
has a superimposed envelope, which is due to the similar FSR between the two interferometers.
The envelope peak spacing is 14.28 nm, which is 4.10 times of the SI-NCF sensor, according to
Eq. (4), indicating that it is promising to improve the SI-NCF sensor’s sensitivity.
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Fig. 6. (a) Measured resonance spectra of (a) single SI-NCF; (b) single reference SI; (c)
the cascaded SI-NCF and reference SI. (d) the corresponding relationship between the
resonance wavelength dip and the sucrose concentration for the cascaded SIs with Vernier
effect (Inset (i): measured transmission spectra of the sucrose sensor based on Vernier effect
with different concentration of sucrose)

Then, the sucrose solutions with different concentrations were delivered to characterize the
sensor performance based on the Vernier effect according to the experimental setup as shown in
Fig. 1. The inset figure in Fig. 6(d) shows the transmission spectra of the proposed sensor based
on the Vernier effect at different sucrose concentrations. The envelope dips have a blue shift to
5.54 nm when the sucrose concentration increases from 0.1 M to 0.5 M. The blue shift is due to
the FSR of reference SI being smaller than the FSR of sensor SI- NCF [21]. The relationship
between the envelope shift and the sucrose concentration is given in Fig. 6(d). As we can see, the
sucrose sensitivity is -13.84 nm/M, which is 4.66 times higher than the single SI-NCF sensor
without the Vernier effect. The linear correlation coefficient is 0.996, which shows good linearity.
In conclusion, without special material modified on NCF, cascading an easy-fabrication SI onto
the sensor SI-NCF to realize the sensitivity amplification which is more convenient and cost
effectiveness.

‘We compare the sucrose concentration sensitivity and RI sensitivity for the SI-NCF with the
Vernier effect and without the Vernier effect respectively in Fig. 7. The values of the sensitivity
and magnification coefficient are also listed in Table 1. As we can see, the sucrose concentration
sensitivity of SI-NCF without the Vernier effect can be magnified 4.66 times by SI-NCF with the
Vernier effect. The RI sensitivity of SI-NCF can be magnified 4.63 times with the assistance of
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the Vernier effect. The small difference in the magnification coefficient between the concentration
sensitivity and RI sensitivity may come from the Abbe refractometer.
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Fig. 7. The sensitivity comparison for the SI-NCF with Vernier effect and without Vernier
effect: (a) Sucrose concentration sensitivity; (b) RI sensitivity.

Table 1. The comparison of the sensitivity for the SI-NCF with Vernier effect and without Vernier

effect
Sensitivity SI-NCF without Vernier effect SI-NCF with Vernier effect M
Concentration sensitivity 2.97 nm/(Mol/L) -13.84 nm/(Mol/L) 4.66
RI sensitivity 57.31 nm/RIU -265.56 nm/RIU 4.63

To compare the efficiency of the proposed sensor to the existing sensor, we summarize the
performance comparison in Table 2. Hu et al. cascade an SMF-NCF-SMF (SNS) structure and a
SI to realize the detection of NaCl solutions, the RI sensitivity is 96.42 nm/RIU which is relatively
low [34]. To improve the sensitivity, Zhou et al. coated the microfiber with graphene oxide
(GO) in SI and meanwhile utilized the Vernier effect to achieve a relatively high RI sensitivity
of 2429 nm/RIU [27]. Li et al. proposed a SI with exposed core fiber (ECF) to realize a low
detection limit refractive index sensing and the RI sensitivity is 2487 rad/RIU [35]. However, the
sensor structure needs a microchannel which requires precision fabrication. Xiao et al. utilize
GO coated SNS fiber structure and achieve a sucrose detection, the sensitivity can increase to
1348.67 nm/RIU with the GO sensitized [32]. Even though the SNS fiber structure is robust
than other micro/nano fiber structures, the modification of GO will increase the manufacturing
difficulties and the service life and sensitivity will also decrease with the damage of GO material
under multiple detections of liquid. To replace the special material modified and sensitized
the NCF sensor, we utilize a robust PMF-NCF-PMF structure in SI, meanwhile, employing
an easy-fabricated reference SI to excite the Vernier effect to achieve the sensors’ sensitivity
amplification. The sucrose concentration sensitivity of our proposed sensor is -13.84 nm/(Mol/L),

Table 2. The performance comparison between the proposed sensor with the existing sensor

Structure Material assisted Detection RI range RI sensitivity year Reference
SI and SN fiber no NaCl solution 96.42 nm/RIU 2016 [34]
GO-SI-taper and SI GO assisted 1.3320-1.3369 2429 nm/RIU 2018 [27]
SI and MZI with ECF no 1.3320-1.3465 2487 rad/RIU 2019 [35]
GO-SNS fiber Go assisted 1.330-1.3385 1348.67 nm/RIU 2020 [32]

SI and SI-NCF no 1.3380-1.3590 -265.56 nm/RIU 2021 Our work
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corresponding to a RI sensitivity of -265.56 nm/RIU. In summary, compared to other sensors,
the proposed sensor shows the comprehensive performance of robust, easy-fabrication and high
sensitivity which make it competitive and cost-effective.

4. Conclusion

In conclusion, we propose and demonstrate a Sagnac interferometer with no-core fiber (SI-NCF)
based on the Vernier effect for sucrose concentration detection. We optimize the transmission
spectra of SI-NCF by adjusting the NCF length. The experiment result shows when the NCF
length is 40 mm, the spectrum of SI-NCF has regular FSR and ER. Cascading an ordinary Sagnac
interferometer (SI) with similar FSR and ER into the SI-NCF generates the Vernier effect. The
experimental results show that the sensitivity of the sucrose concentration is 2.97 nm/Mol/L
for the single SI-NCF sensor. After cascading the reference SI onto the SI-NCF, the maximum
sensitivity is -13.84 nm/Mol/L and 4.66 times compared to the single one. The proposed method
explores an SI-NCF sucrose sensor with the benefits of easy fabrication, good stability and
cost-effectiveness, which is suitable for sucrose detection in food, agriculture and industry fields.
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