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uantifying homeless populations

has never been more important.
Accurate counts of populations in need
are the fundamental data needed to
decide policy and program recommen-
dations. Historically, the Department of
Housing and Urban Development has
relied on a one-paint-in-time count—
thatis, on a given day and time workers
canvas a city or other jurisdiction to
count the homeless people sleeping out-
side and those in shelters and they then
add the two numbers to get the total
number of homeless. Unfortunately,
methods for this count are not standard-
ized across jurisdictions. This leaves open
the questions as to whether the counts
are accurate in any given jurisdiction and
whether these counts can be compared
across jurisdictions.

In this issue of A/PH, Tsai and Alarcén
(p. 633) propose novel methods to
improve these counts. However, | believe
there are additional methods that should
be considered. While advocating for epi-
demiological surveys, the authors fall
short of recommending key approaches
to population size estimation. These
include capture-recapture methods'
and successive size estimation (built into
respondent-driven sampling methods),
unique object multiplier, service
multiplier,® and multiple regression
approaches.* A useful primer to esti-
mating the size of hard-to-reach pop-
ulations is available from the United
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Nations Programme of HIV/AIDS

and the World Health Organization.”
Finally, the definition of homeless-
ness needs to be standardized. In my
view, current definitions only encom-
pass those sleeping rough on the
streets, living in homeless encamp-
ments, or staying in shelters. These
do not account for those who are
homeless but may be staying with
friends or family, although these indi-
viduals would undoubtably benefit
from services. AJPH

CORRESPONDENCE

Correspondence should be sent to Henry F. Ray-
mond, 683 Hoes Lane West, Piscataway, NJ 08554
(e-mail: Hfisher.raymond@rutgers.edu). Reprints
can be ordered at http://www.ajph.org by clicking
the “Reprints” link.

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

Full Citation: Raymond HF. Quantifying homeless
populations. Am J Public Health. 2022;112(4):544.
Acceptance Date: January 19, 2022

DOI: https://doi.org/10.2105/AJPH.2022.306755

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

The author has no conflicts of interest to declare.

REFERENCES

1. Berchenko Y, Frost SD. Capture-recapture meth-
ods and respondent-driven sampling: their poten-
tial and limitations. Sex Transm Infect. 2011,87(4):
267-268. https://doi.org/10.1136/sti.2011.049171

2. Handcock MS, Gile K], Mar CM. Estimating the size of
populations at high risk for HIV using respondent-
driven sampling data. Biometrics. 2015;71(1):258-266.
https://doi.org/10.1111/biom.12255

3. Johnston LG, Prybylski D, Raymond HF, Mirzazadeh
A, Manopaiboon C, McFarland W. Incorporating the
service multiplier method in respondent-driven
sampling surveys to estimate the size of hidden

and hard-to-reach populations: case studies
from around the world. Sex Transm Dis. 2013;
40(4):304-310. https://doi.org/10.1097/0LQ.0b0
13e31827fd650

. Harrell FE]r, Lee KL, Califf RM, Pryor DB, Rosati RA.

Regression modelling strategies for improved prog-
nostic prediction. Stat Med. 1984;3(2):143-152.
https://doi.org/10.1002/sim.4780030207

. UNAIDS/WHO Working Group on Global HIV/AIDS

and STI Surveillance. Guidelines on estimating the
size of populations most at risk for HIV. 2010. Avail-
able at: http//www.who.int/hiv/pub/surveillance/final
estimating_populations_en.pdf . Accessed February 1,
2022.

HEALTHY
AGING

THROUGH THE
SOCIAL DETERMINANTS
OF HEALTH

EDITORS
Elaine T. Jurkowski PhD, MSW
M. Aaron Guest PhD, MPH, MSW

2021, SOFTCOVER, 350 PAGES, 978-087553-3155

Healthy Aging Through
The Social Determinants
of Health

Edited by Elaine T. Jurkowski, PhD, MSW
and M. Aaron Guest, PhD, MPH, MSW/
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social determinants of health and the
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Healthy Aging: Through The Social
Determinants of Health gives insight into
the role each of these plays in the healthy
aging process: health and health care;
neighborhood and built environment; social
support; education; and economics and policy.
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