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Violence against women
in the Philippines

Violence against women has intensi-
fied in many countries during the
COVID-19 pandemic. The Philippines
is no exception." Community lock-
downs can increase violence against
women, and exceedingly stringent
stay-at-home orders have trapped
victims with their abusers. The one-
household-one-quarantine-pass pol-
icy, inadequate public transportation,
and strict curfews have restricted
both mobility and the ability to seek
help, as reflected by a 27-2% drop
in reported cases to the Philippine
National Police.*

With government institutions
prioritising the pandemic response,
resources have been scarce for women
experiencing violence. Reproductive
health services have been largely
inaccessible; many women have been
left unemployed and economically
dependent on their partners. Addition-
ally, low level of trust in authorities
means that many women are less
likely to report cases to authorities,’
but internet queries associated with
violence against women have risen by
63% during the pandemic.®

The Anti-Violence Against Women
and Children Act was passed in 2004,
in the Phiippines.® However, follow-up
data on implementation, which could
guide the subsequent steps of action,
are unavailable. Active surveillance
and further research to create a robust
data infrastructure on violence against
women in the Philippines are needed.
We agree with the Lancet Public Health”
that strategies to address violence
against women must be multifaceted
and centered on enduring solutions.
Intersectoral collaboration between
policy makers, non-governmental
organisations, community leaders,
women advocates, and the health
sector must be intensified to deliver
adequate and timely medical, psy-
chiatric, legal, financial, and housing
assistance for victims.

We declare no conflicts of interest.

www.thelancet.com/public-health Vol 7 April 2022

Copyright © 2022 The Author(s). Published by
Elsevier Ltd. This is an Open Access article under the
CCBY-NC-ND 4.0 license.

Isabel Kristine M Valdez,
Hazel Joy A Encarnado,
Michelle Ann B Eala,
*Josefina T Ly-Uson
jtlyuson@up.edu.ph

St. Luke’s Medical Center College of Medicine-
William H Quasha Memorial, Quezon City,
Philippines (HJAE); College of Medicine, University
of the Philippines, Manila, Philippines (MABE,
IKMV); Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral
Medicine, Philippine General Hospital, Manila 1000,
Philippines (JTL-U)

1 CNN Philippines. Reports of violence against
women, children to PH Commission on
women almost tripled during pandemic. 2020.
https://cnnphilippines.com/news/2020/12/12/
pwec-violence-women-children-pandemic.
html (accessed Jan 27, 2022).

2 UNWomen Asia Pacific. Gendered dimensions
of COVID-19 in the Philippines. 2020.
https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-
library/publications/2020/06/gendered-
dimensions-of-covid-19-in-the-philippines
(accessed Jan 14, 2022).

3 United Nations Population Fund Philippines.
Gender & Inclusion Assessment (GIA) of the
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on
vulnerable women and girls. 2021.
https://philippines.unfpa.org/en/publications/
gender-inclusion-assessment-gia-impacts-
covid-19-pandemic-vulnerable-women-and-
girls (accessed Jan 15, 2022).

4 Gomez )P, Robredillo AK. 'Fewer violence vs.
women cases, but more unreported’. 2021.
https://manilastandard.net/news/
national/357417/fewer-violence-vs-women-
cases-but-more-unreported.html (accessed
Jan 27,2022).

5 United Nations Population Fund Asia and the
Pacific. COVID-19 and violence against
women: the evidence behind the talk. 2021.
https://asiapacific.unfpa.org/en/publications/
covid-19-and-violence-against-women-
evidence-behind-talk (accessed Jan 14, 2022).

6  GOVPH. Republic Act No. 9262. 2004.
https://www.officialgazette.gov.
ph/2004/03/08/republic-act-no-9262-s-2004
(accessed Jan 27,2022).

7 TheLancet Public Health. Violence against
women: tackling the other pandemic.

Lancet Public Health 2022; 7: e1.

oa

OPEN ACCESS

e301



