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Jair Bolsonaro’s acts,2 as scientists, 
we should be intellectually honest 
and use available data. That said, 
there is not enough evidence to 
support that Bolsonaro’s attitudes 
to COVID-19 affected the so-called 
disaster because the relative number 
of cases and deaths in the country 
were very similar to those observed in 
high-income countries (eg, Italy and 
the USA).3 Nevertheless, economic 
issues in Brazil such as those cited in 
the Editorial could not be analysed 
separately from the pandemic itself 
and the ongoing war in Europe. 
Without considering these factors, 
we risk being severely biased in our 
political analysis.  

What concerns us the most, however, 
is to consider Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva a 
solution to Brazil’s problems or, even 
worse, a facilitator of new beginnings 
for Brazil. How can Lula represent 
a new beginning for Brazil when 
several corruption scandals during his 
previous eight-year term jeopardised 
national progress?

Brazilians must stop waiting for 
a saviour from right-wing or left-
wing politicians. The solution to 
Brazil’s political problems involves 
understanding that only the internal 
search for honesty in all aspects of 
citizenship will distance us from 
corrupt political leaders and dictators, 
and this will allow for a real new 
beginning.
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Latin America needs 
evidence-supported 
health-care policies

Speaking from Mexican experience, we 
would like to add a layer of analysis to 
the Editorial1 about the expectations 
of progressive social campaigns in 
Latin America. We believe political 
campaign pledges should be backed 
up by a clear plan for health system 
reform.

During his campaign, the current 
Mexican president was at the forefront 
of progressive left-wing politics. 
Stemming from an agenda focused 
on improving the lives of low-income 
groups, Andrés Manuel López Obrador 
promised to make universal health 
care a reality. However, 4 years later, 
health outcomes could hardly be 
further from promise. In fact, scarce 
analysis2 and faltering implementation3 
show worrisome results. The latest 
data from the Mexican Government4 
show a 74% increase in the number of 
people without access to health care 
and a 59% increase in the proportion of 
families from the lowest quintile with 
catastrophic health expenditure; it also 
shows that vaccine coverage for children 
younger than 1 year is only 20%. Other 
countries in Latin America should keep 
this Mexican experience in mind.

We agree with the Editors1 that there 
have been promising responses from 
Colombia and Chile, and we agree that 
there have been deleterious health 
results in Brazil. The social demands 
that are raised are causes that we 
support, but these are instrumental 
objectives that should be subject to 
the primary objective of improving 
welfare and health.

We advocate for thorough informa tion 
on evidence-supported health policies 
that will allow people to make better 
voting decisions, to improve health-
care circumstances in Latin America.
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Messacar K, Baker RE, Park SW, Nguyen-Tran H, 
Cataldi JR, Grenfell B. Preparing for uncertainty: 
endemic paediatric viral illnesses after COVID-19 
pandemic disruption. Lancet 2022; 400: 1663—
In this Comment, the words “winter in” have 
been added in the second sentence of the first 
paragraph and the word “to” added to the 
penultimate sentence of the fourth 
paragraph. This correction has been made to 
the online version as of July 18, 2022.

Romanello M, Di Napoli C, Drummond P, et al. 
The 2022 report of the Lancet Countdown on 
health and climate change: health at the mercy of 
fossil fuels. Lancet 2022; 400: 1619–54—In this 
Countdown, the text was missing underneath 
the subheading Indicator 4.1.2. This correction 
has been made to the online version as of 
Nov 3, 2022, and the printed version is correct.
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