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Abstract: There are various distributions of image histograms where regions form symmetrically
or asymmetrically based on the frequency of the intensity levels inside the image. In pure image
processing, the process of optimal thresholding tends to accurately separate each region in the image
histogram to obtain the segmented image. Otsu’s method is the most used technique in image
segmentation. Otsu algorithm performs automatic image thresholding and returns the optimal
threshold by maximizing between-class variance using the sum of Gaussian distribution for the
intensity level in the histogram. There are various types of images where an intensity level has right-
skewed histograms and does not fit with the between-class variance of the original Otsu algorithm.
In this paper, we proposed an improvement of the between-class variance based on lognormal
distribution, using the mean and the variance of the lognormal. The proposed model aims to handle
the drawbacks of asymmetric distribution, especially for images with right-skewed intensity levels.
Several images were tested for segmentation in the proposed model in parallel with the original Otsu
method and the relevant work, including simulated images and Medical Resonance Imaging (MRI)
of brain tumors. Two types of evaluation measures were used in this work based on unsupervised
and supervised metrics. The proposed model showed superior results, and the segmented images
indicated better threshold estimation against the original Otsu method and the related improvement.

Keywords: between-class variance; thresholding; images segmentation; lognormal distribution;
Otsu’s method; right-skewed distribution

1. Introduction

Thresholding-based segmentation is the most commonly used technique for segment-
ing images. Thresholding is a simple and effective process to find an adequate value of gray
level for separating objects from their background [1]. Various techniques were proposed
in the literature in this regard. In an ideal case, the gray level histogram has the symmet-
ric distribution of two regions representing foregrounds and backgrounds, respectively,
such that the threshold can be chosen at the bottom between the two regions [2]. Image
segmentation is a sensitive and difficult process in computer vision and image analysis
applications, where no segmentation algorithm can give the best result for any type of
image [3]. Segmentation techniques tend to make understandable images after grouping
objects and re-represent the image in separated segments. In general, the segmentation
techniques rely upon two cases of intensity level presence in an image: discontinuity and
similarity. In the first case, the segmentation technique relies on the sudden changes in
intensity level; this represents the edges of intensities inside images, while in the second
case, the technique relies on the similar presence of intensity levels that represent one area
based on predefined criteria [4].

There are different types of images where intensity levels have different forms of
distribution. Images with right-skewed histograms exist in every field, and sometimes
images affected by specific lighting conditions generate the skewness of right histograms
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in images. This condition can be implemented as simulated images in this regard, as we
did in this work to test the proposed model. Medical Resonance Imaging (MRI) is one
of the most effective technologies that produce anatomical images [5]. Some MRI brain
tumor images have specific features that make the segmentation process difficult such as
heterogeneous intensities around the tumor, background noises, fuzzy boundaries, and
less contrast between brain tissues [6,7]. The proposed model can play an important role in
determining the optimal threshold for these cases. Accurate segmentation provides reliable
object detection in medical diagnosis, observing the segmented shape inside the given
images [8,9], and this is every imaging specialist and radiologist’s goal.

The original Otsu’s method is one of the thresholding techniques that uses Gaussian
distribution in its objective function [4,10], based on the assumption that an image his-
togram has symmetric modes. In the case where the image histogram has nonsymmetric
modes (skewed to the right), the original Otsu method showed some problems in the
image thresholding result. In [3], the Otsu method was improved based on its original
formula but using only the mean value of lognormal distribution on its objective function.
However, theoretically, this improvement has some problems because the formula of the
original Otsu is based on the Gaussian, and in [3], the authors used the mean of lognormal
instead of the mean of Gaussian. Our proposed method uses the definition of lognormal
distribution in the development of the objective function to obtain an improved formula of
the original Otsu method. The proposed model has been evaluated and compared with the
original Otsu method and another relevant method presented in the literature. The main
contributions of this research are:

Developing a formula of the between-class variance based on lognormal distribution;
Introducing an accurate segmentation model for images that have a right-skewed
histogram distribution and handling the challenges of finding the optimal threshold
in such types of images;

e Implementing a boosted and inclusive segmentation algorithm that measures segmen-
tation results in parallel using supervised and unsupervised evaluation.

This research is divided as follows: The related work is stated in Section 2, with a brief
introduction to the Otsu method and lognormal distribution. In Section 3 we explained the
proposed between-class variance. The performance evaluations are stated in Section 4. The
results are discussed in Section 5. Finally, the conclusion and future work are stated in Section 6.

2. Related Work

Image segmentation is one of the major topics for image processing researchers.
Various methods have been presented in the literature. Each method has a different
development approach for defining good segmentation based on the optimal threshold.
Although thresholding is the simplest process in image segmentation, the optimal threshold
that accurately separates objects from the background remains a difficult task [10]. Gray-
level histogram-based thresholding is the most used method in image segmentation. The
easiest task when a given image f (x, y) has dark objects on a bright background or vice versa,
representing a bimodal histogram, is to separate this histogram using the threshold value
that can be located in the valley of the histogram classes. According to the thresholding
definition, the segmented image g(x, y) is a binary image composed using pixels comparison
from the image f(x, y) with the optimal threshold T [4]. One of the most used thresholding
methods in this form is Otsu’s method.

2.1. The Original Otsu’s Method

Otsu’s method relies on the variance of the gray level to obtain the threshold value
that groups the image pixels into a binary form, the object, and the background. Otsu
algorithm uses the definition of Gaussian distribution. In general, the threshold value is
selected to maximize the between-class variance. The Otsu algorithm for finding the global
threshold is categorized in the following [4,10].
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2.1.1. The Probability and Gray Mean Value

The intensity level of the image f(x, y) is [0, 1, 2, ... L — 1]. The threshold value ¢
(0 <t <L — 1) split flx, y) into two categories: object and background. The probability of object
class is P,, and the probability of background class is P, as defined in Equations (1) and (2).

Py = Z P; (1)
i=0
L-1

P= ), P @)
i=t+1

where P; is the ratio of #;, and #; is the number of pixels in the intensity level i of the entire
image, indicating the probability of intensity level i.

P =— 3)

The values y, and p;, represent the mean of object and background, respectively, as
defined in Equations (4) and (5).

L ip

olt) = = 4)
Ho(H) g B,
= ip

t) = = )
pp(t) iz;:-l P,

2.1.2. Orders of Cumulative Moment

Let P,(t) = Y!_, P; the zero-order cumulative moment of the gray-level histogram. It
represents the probability of the gray level from O to .

P,(t) =P, (6)

Making p,(t) as the mean value of the gray level from 0 to t represents the first-order
cumulative moment of the gray level histogram

t
po(t) =) iP; @)
i=0

where .1 is the mean value of the entire image, as shown in Equation (8)

L—1
pr=1y, ib )
i=0

With Equations (1)—(8), the relation for any t can be represented in Equation (9)

Po+Py=1, Popy+ Pppy = pir )

The object class variance ¢Z (t) and the background class variance ag(t) can be defined

using the second-order moment of the gray-level histogram, as shown in Equations (10) and (11)

. 2
iy -y, (ZtlR (10)
i=0 0
L-1 (i _ 4 )P
=y (/B f,’:) l ()
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2.1.3. Class Variance and Total Variance

Based on the above equations, the between-class variance of object and background, the
within-class variance, and the total variance are expressed as shown in Equations (12)—(14)

2 2
Ogetween—class = PO(]’[D - VT) + Pb(ﬂb - ‘uT) (12)
U%\/ithin—Class = P00'02 + Pbo-l% (13)
2 = 2
O0verall = Z (l - VT) Pi (14)

i=0

Equations (12) to (14) fulfill the following relationship.

2 2 2
U0verall YBetween—Class “Within—Class (15)

2.1.4. Finding the Optimal Threshold

Based on the variance between the object and background, which is represented as
035, (1), the maximum gray level is selected to be the optimal threshold t*, as defined in

Equation (17)
2 _ [irPo(t) = (D)
PO = B (0) [1— Bo(1)] 1o
t* = argmax {O'étsu (t)}, 0<t<L-1 (17)

Otsu’s method uses automatic search to find the threshold. Images with bimodal his-
tograms can be segmented accurately, especially when the classes are represented in symmetric
distribution since the Otsu method relies on the Gaussian distribution definition. However,
any sudden or gradual changes between the object and background boundary can be reflected
by the variance. Some medical images have more than one object that remains under the
same class with overlapped gray levels in the background and may also have a right-skewed
histogram, for example, some objects in MRI brain tumor images. In this case, it is difficult to
select the desired gray level that separates the object from the background.

Several improvements of the Otsu method were presented in the literature. Most of
the segmentation improvements were proposed for specific detection purposes. The Otsu
method is improved for speediness and stabilization [11]. Otsu method was improved
to study the influence of the aggregate size in asphalt concrete [12]. Otsu and Canny
edge detection technique is used to determine the grain boundaries of metal [13]. The
method of threshold selection combined with Otsu to calculate the volume distribution of
nanoparticles in the brain parenchyma [14]. Otsu and multiple filtering techniques were
used to detect the cracks in the concrete image [15].

In response to the stated research, some researchers have proposed an improvement for
Otsu algorithms. Otsu method was improved for radiography image segmentation. Even
though the threshold is located on the left bottom side of the unimodal distribution, it is
only suitable for images that have a large proportion of low brightness background [10,16].
Another improvement in Otsu was presented for defect detection using the weighted
variance of the object; the improvement remains sensitive to the overlapped noise in some
types of images [17]. Moreover, the Otsu algorithm was proposed as a double window
algorithm for mixed distribution. Nonetheless, selecting the window size is required,
depending on the desired object [18]. The optimal threshold of Otsu’s algorithm and some
other mean-based thresholding algorithms can completely rely on the estimated mean for
their objective functions [19,20]. As a relevant work, the Otsu method was modified using
Gamma and lognormal distribution, although the usage of lognormal distribution does
not satisfy the lognormal definition as it only tends to replace the mean value of lognormal
with the mean of Gaussian in the Otsu method [3]. The results of this modified method
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were also included in this research for the comparison of the original Otsu method and the
proposed model.

2.2. Lognormal Distribution

The random variable whose logarithm is normally distributed has a probability distri-
bution called the lognormal distribution. The random variable Y with a normal distribution
has a lognormal distribution X = exp (Y). Similarly, when the variable X is log-normally
distributed, the variable Y = log (X) is normally distributed [3]. The probability density
function (PDF) of the lognormal distribution is defined in Equation (18). It is a distribution
skewed to the right, where the degree of skewness increases as the standard deviation
o increases for a given mean . Equally, for the same ¢, the skewness of the probability
density function (PDF) increases as y increases, as shown in Figure 1. Some medical images,
such as ultrasound, are modeled using different distributions, including lognormal [21].
The local probability distribution function (PDF) in ultrasound images is modulated using
lognormal distribution as well [22]. Lognormal is also used with region-based level sets for
object separation in synthetic aperture radar (SAR) [23]. Moreover, the PDF of lognormal
and the gamma distributions were used for background digital level distributions in diesel
spray images [24].

1 ey

F(x,pu,0) = oy e

(18)

where y is the mean, ¢ is the standard deviation, and x is the pixel’s intensity level. As
an image with histogram /h(x), it is assumed that the histogram is modeled as lognormal
distributions [3,25] and can be defined in Equation (19):

m

h(x) =Y pi f(x, pi,07), x >0 (19)
i=0

2.50 1 — KU =0.0, 0=2.00

/\ u=01, 6=025
2.00 / — u=0.5 6=0.10
150 [
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0.50

0.00
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Figure 1. Probability density function (PDF) of three different Lognormal distributions.

The i mode in histogram h(x) can be represented as p;f(x, u;, 0;), where p; is the
probability of this i mode, and m is the number of modes in the histogram h(x). If
the data in an image are assumed to be a combination of two lognormal distributions,
then the mean value of the two modes in that histogram, e.g., i, Log and py o g can
be estimated in Equations (20) and (21), representing the mean of the object and the
background, respectively [3]

t_oh(i).log(i)

) = == /r ot/ 20

Ho Log() fzoh(l) ( )
L-1 . .

iy g 1) = Sy 11080 1)

L h(i)
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Therefore, the total mean of the entire image jit o can be defined in Equation (22)

_ X h(i)-dog(i)
HT log(t) - 25;01 h(l) (22)

where h(i) is the given image histogram, and L is the maximum gray level.

Concerning the previous relevant work, the original Otsu method is suitable for the
symmetric histogram modes because of the usage of Gaussian distribution [4,10], as stated
in Section 2.1. Otsu method was improved in [3,25] using only the mean of lognormal
inside the original Otsu’s method that follows the Gaussian definition, which is not true
when thresholding images with right-skewed intensities. In this work, we have corrected
the stated issue by developing a formula of between-class variance based on lognormal
distribution. The proposed formula is more general than using Gaussian distribution
when applying images with right-skewed histograms for segmentation. The proposed
model aims to evolve the thresholding function based on the mean and the variance of the
lognormal. Therefore, it improves thresholding efficacy for images that have right-skewed
histograms. The strength of the proposed model against related methods is represented in
the impact of the mean and the variance using lognormal distribution, as shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Effectiveness of the proposed method compared with the related methods.

Between-Class Variance

Parameters Values Effectiveness

The Original Otsu

Mean and variance are based on the definition ~ Suitable for images with symmetric distribution but limited for
of Gaussian distribution asymmetric distributions

The Modified Otsu [3]

The original Otsu formula using only the mean  Almost have the same efficiency as the original method with
value of the lognormal distribution improvements for certain types of images

The Proposed Model

Mean and variance are based on the definition =~ Boosted efficacy for images with right-skewed intensity
of Lognormal distribution distributions but not suitable for left-skewed distribution.

3. Materials and Methods

As stated in the Introduction and the related work, it is a difficult task to analyze
the shape of a specific object in complex scenes of an image, especially when using tra-
ditional segmentation techniques. The Otsu method was improved several times in
literature [3,10,16-18]. However, Otsu is more suitable for images with symmetric dis-
tribution because it relies on the definition of Gaussian distribution. This paper aims to
develop a formula for between-class variance and boost the optimality of the threshold
value for the image segmentation process. The proposed formula is derived based on the
definition of the lognormal distribution, in which the mean and the variance are based on
the lognormal definition. The proposed model tends to avoid the usage of the Gaussian
distribution in the between-class variance. Therefore, the proposed between-class variance
using lognormal distribution has been developed as a formula on which the optimal thresh-
old maximizes. The proposed model aims to improve the segmentation accuracy of specific
cases when images have a right-skewed histogram.

3.1. Materials

Images with a right-skewed histogram have been used for segmentation to conduct
the objective evaluation and the efficiency comparison of the proposed model with the
relevant works in this regard. The used datasets represent an asymmetric distribution of
gray levels. In this study, we applied 50 simulated images and 100 MRI brain tumor images
for segmentation in parallel with the proposed model and relevant methods. The sizes of
the used images are 256 x 256 pixels. The MRI brain tumor images are part of the public
archives from the database BRATS2012, 2015, and the Harvard Medical School website [7].
They were applied for segmentation using Minimum Cross Entropy Thresholding (MCET)
with heterogeneous mean filters [20]. We will not compare the results with that study
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because they use different notions. Images are selected for segmentation in this study based
on their right-skewed histogram.

3.2. Proposed Between-Class Variance

According to the definition of the between-class variance in Section 2.1, the usage of
Gaussian distribution with the Otsu method is more suitable with the symmetric distribu-
tion but not with the asymmetric or right-skewed distribution, where the process of mean
calculation lies under a classical mean definition, and the variance lies under the definition
Gaussian distribution. Furthermore, according to the definition of lognormal distribution
in Section 2.2, the mean and the variance are more suitable for the cases where images have
right-skewed histograms. Based on the definition of the lognormal distribution, the mean
value of two modes in a given image can be estimated using Equations (20) and (21). Using
this right-skewed distribution is more general than the Gaussian distribution in terms of
dealing with right-skewed histograms. Having the definition of the between-class variance
in the original Otsu method, our developed formula (T% ognormal (t) aims to use the mean and
the variance of the lognormal distribution, as defined in Equation (23)

U%ognormul(t) =P [log (Vo Log(t)) —HT log(t)]z + Pb [log (Vb Log(t)) —Hr log(t)]2 (23)

where 11, log(t), Hy log(t), and i log(t) are the mean values based on the definition of the
lognormal distribution, as stated in Equations (20)—(22), respectively; this is when the data
in the histogram are modeled as a lognormal distribution as stated in Equation (19).

The variance between object and background in the proposed between-class variance
is defined as 07 ognormal (t) in Equation (23). The maximum gray level * is selected using the
sequential search function defined in Equation (24) as the desired value corresponding to
maximum variance, representing the optimal threshold in the proposed model.

= argmax { oFog o ()}, 0t <L—1 (24)

Figure 2 shows the workflow schema of the proposed between-class variance.

Read
the image

Segmented
Compute Histogram image
S 13
S O
Compute Apply the proposed Compute the optimal

mean values using the between-class variance threshold t* that
. agn 2 el 2
lognormal definition of O sgnviinal maximize oy ,.,0rmal

Using Equations (20-22) r \I Using Equation (23) { KUsing Equation (24)

Figure 2. Workflow schema of the proposed segmentation model.

3.3. Proposed Algorithm

The proposed model has been implemented with MATLAB R2019a 64-bit and MAT-
LAB parallel computing toolbox. Intel Core i5 quad-core, 3.8 GHz, and 8 GB RAM. The
proposed model is applied to an image with N pixels and L intensities. The optimal thresh-
old * is computed by maximizing the o7, gnorm a1(£). Therefore, the time complexity of
the proposed algorithm is the maximum of (O(N), O[L*L])To improve time performance,
the algorithm can use a fast recursive dynamic programming algorithm, especially when
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applying large datasets for segmentation. The overall computational processes can perform
better than sequential processing, as shown in Table 2. The pseudocode for the proposed
algorithm is Algorithm 1.

Algorithm 1. Parallel Processing

. Input image f(x, )

. Compute the histogram h(i),i=0, ... ., 255 for f(x, y)
. Parfor t = 0: 255 do

. Compute 1, 14, (t) using Equation (20)

. Compute p, Log(t) using Equation (21)

Compute pir 14, (t) using Equation (22)

. Compute 07, grormal (t) using Equation (23).

® N O U W N

. Compute the original and the modified 03, (t) based on their distributions.

. Find the optimal t* which maximizes each of ¢, gnormal (t) and the relevant o3, (t)
10. End for.

11. Compute the average sum of the performance measure for each #*.

12. Find the best t* which maximizes the performance measure.

13. Return the best t*

14. Output image g(x, y).

\O

Table 2. Time performance of the proposed algorithm when implemented using parallel processing.

Segmented Images No. of Images  Sequential(s) Parallel(s) Speedup Gain
1 MRI Brain Tumor 100 407.904 267.552 34.4%
3 Simulated Images 50 301.710 203.391 32.5%

4. Performance Evaluation
4.1. Unsupervised Evaluation
Evaluating segmentation results can be achieved without any a priori image data. The

evaluation that relies on the statistical approach between the segmented and the original
images is the unsupervised evaluation, such as uniformity and region contrast [26,27].

4.1.1. Image Uniformity (IU)
This evaluation helps to measure the quality of the thresholding method. Region

uniformity can be computed based on the variance in a given image. It was proposed by
Levine et al. [26], as shown in Equation (25)

(25)

where Z is calculated as shown in Equation (26), and 07 (t) and 0 (t) are the variances
of mode, and modey, respectively,

(Imax - Imin)z

7 =
2

(26)
where I, and [,,;;, are the maximum and the minimum intensities.

4.1.2. Region Contrast (RC)

This evaluation finds the adjacent regions and checks the high contrast; thus, it mea-
sures the quality of segmented results, as shown in Equation (27)

_ |y (1) — o (1)

RC®) () — py(t)

(27)

where p1(t) and p(t) are the mean values of the regions 1 and 2 in a given image, respec-
tively. The value of RC(t) ranges between 0 and 1 such that 0 indicates pore segmentation
and 1 indicates accurate segmentation.
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4.2. Supervised Evaluation

This evaluation depends on the pixels matching approach between the segmented
results and their reference or the ground truth. It is a widely used approach in the literature
and is considered a powerful measurement for segmentation quality [28-31]. The aim of
using this evaluation is to maximize the true positivity (TP) of pixels in the segmentation
result based on the terms shown in Figure 3.

AN
FP TP FN TN
Segmented Ground
Image . truth

Figure 3. TN refers to pixels that have not been segmented, FN refers to pixels that should belong to

the segmented image, TP refers to the joint segmented pixels, and FP refers to pixels that should not
have been segmented.

The Jaccard index in Equation (28) helps to evaluate the intersection percent of F-scores
in Equation (29), which is to evaluate the true positive pixels and their probability, where
precision represents the TP /TP + FP, and recall represents the TP /TP + FN. Precision helps
to measure the detected true pixels, and recall helps to measure the true positivity and the
matching rate and whether the segmented pixel belongs to the ground truth. Segmentation
accuracy refers to the accurate match between the pixels in the segmented image and its
reference to the ground truths, as shown in Equation (30)

TP

Aindex = = 2

Jaceardinex = 1o Fp T FN (28)
Precision Recall

F = 2

Score * Precision + Recall (29)
TP+ TN
A =

Uy = FN+FP+ TP+ 1IN (30)

4.3. Modeling the Accurate Segmentation

The lognormal distribution has been used to form the between-class variance of the
proposed model so that the threshold value reaches the maximum, and this function is
compared with the between-class variance of the original Otsu method using Gaussian
distribution. When the value t is maximized, it indicates the final threshold t* for the given
image, and the accurate segmentation aims to maximize the evaluation scores; we propose
using the parallel processing evaluation to reduce time complexity in each segmentation
case, as follows:

Maximize Evaluation(Unsupervised, Supervised) (31)

where unsupervised (IU(t), RC(t)), and supervised evaluations (Jaccardiygex, Fscores
Acuuracy) € [0, 1].

5. Results and Discussion

Several tests were performed for segmentations; they were evaluated to attain the
segmentation efficiency of the proposed model. To show the significance of the proposed
model against the original and the relevant methods, two types of measurement were used,
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unsupervised and supervised evaluations, to obtain maximum scores for each segmented
image. Figure 4 shows selected samples of segmented images that have a right-skewed
histogram. These samples reflect experimental results subjectively when comparing results
from the proposed model with the original and modified Otsu methods, as shown in
columns (c) and (f) in Figure 4. Nonetheless, it can be noticed that the objective results
appeared in the evaluation scores, as shown in Table 3.

L ﬂuoz [ n

IMG(2)

IMG(3)

94 105 130

IMG(4)

IMG(5)

IMG(6)

IMG(7)

IMG(8)

. +
n 1]
[=)]
o bt A

t=97 t=103 t=127
(a) (b) () (d) (e) (f)
@ Threshld of the modified @ Threshld of the original @ Threshld of the proposed
Otsu method Otsu method lognormal-based model

Figure 4. Selected samples, IMGs (1), (2), (3), and (4) are MRI brain tumor images, IMGs (5), (6),
(7), and (8) are simulated images; (a) are original images, (b) corresponding histograms, (c) ground
truths, (d) segmentation results using the modified Otsu method [3], (e) segmentation results using
the original Otsu, and (f) segmentation results using the proposed lognormal-based model.
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Table 3. Evaluation scores of images in Figure 4: (A) refers to supervised evaluation, and (B) refers to
unsupervised evaluation.

Modified Otsu [3] Original Otsu The Proposed Model
A B A B A B

IMG(1) 0.87977 0.84472 0.88948 0.85621 0.90387 0.87921
IMG(2) 0.86998 0.84380 0.87650 0.85757 0.91105 0.87987
IMG(3) 0.85892 0.83877 0.87380 0.85591 0.90744 0.88760
IMG(4) 0.86390 0.82988 0.88157 0.85608 0.90094 0.87794
IMG(5) 0.84898 0.82790 0.87599 0.86189 0.91079 0.89093
IMG(6) 0.83907 0.82319 0.85280 0.86839 0.91969 0.88957
IMG(7) 0.82995 0.81758 0.85720 0.86898 0.92781 0.89116
IMG(8) 0.83614 0.82947 0.84997 0.85911 0.91570 0.88931

The overall experimental results showed appreciable objective results. From the point
of view of the mean-based thresholding, the type of the distribution does matter; thus,
finding the optimal threshold in images with right-skewed intensity levels seems to be
a challenging task when using the Gaussian distribution with the Otsu method. It is
noticeable that both types of images used in this research have histograms skewed right,
and there was a wide gap in obtaining the optimal threshold, as shown in Figure 4b.

In the original and the modified Otsu methods, the thresholds were shifted to the left,
including pixels from the fuzzy backgrounds. It can be noticed that the gap was filled when
using the proposed model, where the threshold value acts to exclude most of the unwanted
area between the object and the background. Simulated images were used in this work
to focus on the goal of segmenting images with a right-skewed histogram, as it has wide
skewness covering the range of the intensity levels.

In most cases, the supervised evaluation shows a slight increase in scores against
the unsupervised evaluation, as shown in Table 3. The slight difference depends on the
process used in each measurement. The unsupervised evaluation relies on the statistical
approach between the output image and the structure of the original image. In contrast,
the supervised evaluation relies on the matching approach between pixels in the output
image and the ground truth, e.g., the recorded scores of the unsupervised evaluation of
IMG (1) using the proposed model are 0.86912 IU and 0.88931 RC, while the recorded
scores of the supervised evaluation are 0.89927 Jaccard index, 0.90158 F-scores, and 0.91067
segmentation accuracy.

The overall evaluation was computed by averaging each evaluation, as shown in
Table 4. The three methods and their corresponding evaluations were recorded in four
patterns. Two evaluations for simulated images and two for MRI brain tumor images,
referring to the unsupervised and the supervised evaluations. As can be noticed from
the results, the proposed model yield better thresholding accuracy and promising image
segmentation outputs.

Table 4. Evaluation of performance measures for the original Otsu method, the modified Otsu
method [3], and the proposed model.

Original Otsu Modified Otsu [3] The Proposed Model
. Average Average Accuracy Average Accuracy
Images/Evaluation Metrics Metrics Increase rate Metrics Increase rate
MRI Brain Tumor/Unsupervised 0.87028 0.8681 —0.25% 0.88931 2.19%
MRI Brain Tumor/Supervised 0.88177 0.87903 —0.31% 0.90208 2.30%
Simulated Images/Unsupervised 0.87593 0.87470 —0.14% 0.91097 4.00%
Simulated Images/Evaluation 0.89298 0.89109 —0.21% 0.91208 2.13%

The generality of the performance evaluation in Table 4 indicates that simulated image
segmentation showed a 2.19% accuracy increase rate with the unsupervised evaluation and
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2.30% with the supervised evaluation compared with the original method. In MRI brain
tumor image segmentation, the proposed model showed a 4.00% accuracy rate increase
with the unsupervised evaluation and 2.13% with the supervised evaluation. Overall, the
between-class variance using lognormal was able to record better evaluation scores over the
other methods for such kinds of images. This effective increase rate reflects the subjective
and objective goals of accurate segmentation for images with a right-skewed histogram.

6. Conclusions and Future Work

This paper presents an improvement of between-class variance based on the mean
and variance of the lognormal distribution. The proposed model aims to find the optimal
threshold in right-skewed histograms for accurate image segmentation. Simulated images
and MRI brain tumor data sets have been applied for segmentation and evaluation. The
results of the proposed model were examined using the supervised and unsupervised
evaluation in comparison with the original and related methods. Based on the used
evaluation, the proposed model showed an accuracy increase rate of 2.24% when applying
MRI brain tumor images and 3.00% when applying simulated images for segmentation
against relevant methods. This paper contributes to improving the segmentation results of
asymmetric and right-skewed distribution for different images.

In future work, the proposed model can be examined by applying a large dataset of
extended types of medical and optical images for multimodal thresholding and extending
the contribution to a wide domain of applications for image segmentation.

Author Contributions: This work was based on the efforts of the authors W.A.H.J. and A.E.-Z.;
supervision, A.E.-Z. All authors have read and agreed to the published version of the manuscript.
Funding: This research received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement: There was no ethical approval for this research since the
authors used available datasets from public databases, as stated in the manuscript.

Informed Consent Statement: Not applicable.
Data Availability Statement: Data presented in this study are available on request.

Acknowledgments: The authors would like to express their sincere gratitude to Soha Rawas at Beirut
Arab University for her valuable advice.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.

References

1. Sezgin, M.; Sankur, B. Survey Over Image Thresholding Techniques and Quantitative Performance Evaluation. |. Electron. Imaging
2004, 13, 146-165.

2. Otsu, N. A threshold selection method from gray level histograms. IEEE Trans. Syst. Man Cybern. 1979, 9, 62—66.

3.  AlSaeed, D.H.; Bouridane, A.; El-Zaart, A.; Sammouda, R. Two modified Otsu image segmentation methods based on Lognormal
and Gamma distribution models. In Proceedings of the 2012 International Conference on Information Technology and e-Services,
Sousse, Tunisia, 24-26 March 2012; pp. 1-5. [CrossRef]

4. Gonzalez, R.; Woods, R. Digital Image Processing, 3rd ed.; Prentice: Hoboken, NJ, USA, 2008; pp. 1-2, 28-29, 567-568.

5. Worth, A.J.; Makris, N.; Caviness, V.S., Jr.; Kennedy, D.N. Neuroanatomical segmentation in MRI: Technological objectives. Int. J.
Pattern Recognit. Artif. Intell. 1997, 11, 1161-1187. [CrossRef]

6. Hua, L.;Gu, Y, Gu, X;; Xue, J.; Ni, T. A Novel Brain MRI Image Segmentation Method Using an Improved Multi-View Fuzzy
c-Means Clustering Algorithm. Front. Neurosci. 2021, 15, 662674. [CrossRef]

7. Sandhya, G.; Giri, K.; Savitri, S. A novel approach for the detection of tumor in MR images of the brain and its classification via
independent component analysis and kernel support vector machine. Imaging Med. 2017, 9, 33—44.

8. Ali, A.-R;; Li, J.; O’Shea, S.J. Towards the automatic detection of skin lesion shape asymmetry, color variegation and diameter in
dermoscopic images. PLoS ONE 2020, 15, e0234352. [CrossRef]

9. Rawas, S.; El-Zaart, A. Precise and parallel segmentation model (PPSM) via MCET using hybrid distributions. Appl. Comput.
Inform. 2020. ahead-of-print. [CrossRef]

10.  Zhan, Y,; Zhang, G. An Improved OTSU Algorithm Using Histogram Accumulation Moment for Ore Segmentation. Symmetry

2019, 11, 431. [CrossRef]


http://doi.org/10.1109/ICITeS.2012.6216680
http://doi.org/10.1142/S0218001497000548
http://doi.org/10.3389/fnins.2021.662674
http://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0234352
http://doi.org/10.1108/ACI-11-2020-0123
http://doi.org/10.3390/sym11030431

Entropy 2022, 24, 1204 13 of 13

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

Fan, H,; Xie, F; Li, Y,; Jiang, Z.; Liu, J. Automatic segmentation of dermoscopy images using saliency combinedwith Otsu
threshold. Comput. Biol. Med. 2017, 85, 75-85. [PubMed]

Hua, J.; Qian, Z.; Wang, D.; Oeser, M. Influence of aggregate particles on mastic and air-voids in asphaltconcrete. Constr. Build.
Mater. 2015, 93, 1-9.

Gajalakshmi, K.; Palanivel, S.; Nalini, N.J.; Saravanan, S.; Raghukandan, K. Grain size measurement in optical microstructure
usingsupport vector regression. Optik 2017, 138, 320-327.

Chi, D.L,; Song, E.; Gaudin, A.; Saltzman, WM. Improved threshold selection for the determination of volume ofdistribution of
nanoparticles administered by convection-enhanceddelivery. Comput. Med. Imaging Graph. 2017, 62, 34—40. [CrossRef] [PubMed]
Mahgoub, A.; Talab, A.; Huang, Z.; Xi, F.; HaiMing, L. Detection crack in image using Otsu method and multiple filtering in
image processing techniques. Optik 2016, 127, 1030-1033.

Malarvel, M.; Sethumadhavan, G.; Bhagi, PC.R.; Kar, S.; Thangavel, S. An improved version of Otsu’s method for segmentation
ofweld defects on X-radiography images. Optik 2017, 142, 109-118.

Yuan, X.; Wu, L.; Peng, Q. An improved Otsu method using the weighted object variance fordefect detection. Appl. Surf. Sci. 2015,
349, 472-484.

Zhang, G.Y,; Liu, G.Z.; Zhu, H.; Qiu, B. Ore image thresholding using bi-neighbourhood Otsu’s approach. Electron. Lett. 2010, 46,
1666-1668. [CrossRef]

Jumiawi, W.A.H.; El-Zaart, A. Improving Minimum Cross-Entropy Thresholding for Segmentation of Infected Foregrounds in
Medical Images Based on Mean Filters Approaches. Contrast Media Mol. Imaging 2022, 2022, 9289574. [CrossRef]

Jumiawi, W.A H.; El-Zaart, A. A Boosted Minimum Cross Entropy Thresholding for Medical Images Segmentation Based on
Heterogeneous Mean Filters Approaches. |. Imaging 2022, 8, 43. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Datta, P; Gupta, A.; Agrawal, R. Statistical modeling of B-Mode clinical kidney images. In Proceedings of the 2014 International
Conference on Medical Imaging, m-Health and Emerging Communication Systems, MedCom, Greater Noida, India, 7-8
November 2014; pp. 222-229. [CrossRef]

Zimmer, Y.; Akselrod, S.; Tepper, R. The distribution of the local entropy in ultrasound images. Ultrasound Med. Biol. 1996, 22,
431-439. [CrossRef]

Silveira, M.; Heleno, S. Separation Between Water and Land in SAR Images Using Region-Based Level Sets. IEEE Geosci. Remote
Sens. Lett. 2009, 6, 471-475. [CrossRef]

Pastor, ].V.; Arrégle, J.; Garcia, ].M.; Zapata, L.D. Segmentation of diesel spray images with log-likelihood ratio test algorithm for
non-Gaussian distributions. Appl. Opt. 2007, 46, 888-899. [CrossRef]

Amory, A.A; Rokabi, A.O.; El Zaart, A.; Mathkour, H.; Sammouda, R. Fast optimal thresholding based on between-class variance
using mixture of log-normal distribution. In Proceedings of the 2012 International Conference on Information Technology and
e-Services, Sousse, Tunisia, 24-26 March 2012. [CrossRef]

Levine, M.D.; Nazif, A.M. Dynamic measurement of computer generated image segmentations. IEEE Trans. Pattern Anal. Mach.
Intell. 1985, PAMI-7, 155-164.

Chabrier, S.; Emile, B.; Rosenberger, C.; Laurent, H. Unsupervised Performance Evaluation of Image Segmentation. EURASIP ].
Adv. Signal Process. 2006, 2006, 096306. [CrossRef]

Thanh, D.N.H.; Erkan, U.; Prasath, V.S.; Kumar, V.; Hien, N.N. A Skin Lesion Segmentation Method for Dermoscopic Images
Based on Adaptive Thresholding with Normalization of Color Models. In Proceedings of the 2019 6th International Conference
on Electrical and Electronics Engineering (ICEEE), Istanbul, Turkey, 16-17 April 2019. [CrossRef]

Dice, L.R. Measures of the amount of ecologic association between species. Ecology 1945, 26, 297-302.

Alpert, S.; Galun, M.; Brandt, A.; Basri, R. Image segmentation by probabilistic bottom-up aggregation and cue integration. IEEE
Trans. Pattern Anal. Mach. Intell. 2012, 34, 315-327.

Pont-Tuset, J.; Marques, F. Supervised Evaluation of Image Segmentation and Object Proposal Techniques. IEEE Trans. Pattern
Anal. Mach. Intell. 2015, 38, 1465-1478. [CrossRef] [PubMed]


http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28460258
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.compmedimag.2017.08.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28927549
http://doi.org/10.1049/el.2010.2962
http://doi.org/10.1155/2022/9289574
http://doi.org/10.3390/jimaging8020043
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35200745
http://doi.org/10.1109/MedCom.2014.7006008
http://doi.org/10.1016/0301-5629(95)02064-0
http://doi.org/10.1109/LGRS.2009.2017283
http://doi.org/10.1364/AO.46.000888
http://doi.org/10.1109/ICITeS.2012.6216682
http://doi.org/10.1155/ASP/2006/96306
http://doi.org/10.1109/iceee2019.2019.00030
http://doi.org/10.1109/TPAMI.2015.2481406
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26415155

	Introduction 
	Related Work 
	The Original Otsu’s Method 
	The Probability and Gray Mean Value 
	Orders of Cumulative Moment 
	Class Variance and Total Variance 
	Finding the Optimal Threshold 

	Lognormal Distribution 

	Materials and Methods 
	Materials 
	Proposed Between-Class Variance 
	Proposed Algorithm 

	Performance Evaluation 
	Unsupervised Evaluation 
	Image Uniformity (IU) 
	Region Contrast (RC) 

	Supervised Evaluation 
	Modeling the Accurate Segmentation 

	Results and Discussion 
	Conclusions and Future Work 
	References

