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The Editor-in-Chief has retracted this article at the corre-
sponding author’s request. After publication, the authors 
became aware that the results of the study were not repro-
ducible, which undermined the conclusions of the article. 
Additional checks by the Publisher revealed considerable 
similarities between this article and publications from other 
authors [1–6], including text overlap, study design, and sim-
ilar figures.

The authors have been unable to retrieve the original data 
or ethics documents.

Zhixiang Jian does not agree to this retraction. Hui Jiang, 
Yueming He, Ye Lin, Wuzheng Xia, Yuanwei Luo, Min 
Liang, Boyun Shi and Xinke Zhou have not responded to 
any correspondence from the editor or publisher about this 
retraction. The Publisher has not been able to obtain a cur-
rent email address for Guanqun Huang.
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The online version of the original article can be found at https://doi.
org/10.1186/s13046-018-0770-y.
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