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At the time we conducted the study COVID-19 vaccines
were under development and it was estimated that vaccine
supply and administration capacity would initially be limited.
The WHO SAGE Roadmap report was released on prioritizing
vaccines.” The planning of vaccination against COVID-19 was
based on the roadmap; hence, it was very important to vacci-
nate as many health-care workers as possible with the limited
number of vaccines. We conducted the study to take every
precaution to increase the rate of vaccination among health-
care workers. With the procurement of vaccines, health-care
workers and the elderly were vaccinated initially, and vaccina-
tions were continued to be prioritized until increased supplies
of vaccines were available. We aimed to ensure a high health-
care worker vaccination rate to protect them as well as the
patients. The mentioned report, conducted in February 2020
before the official announcement of the pandemic, emphasizes
the importance of education for health-care workers.’

We are aware of the global vaccine equity gap. Almost
19 months after the first administration of COVID-19
vaccines, the efforts to close this gap are promising.* We
believe that to increase demand and vaccine availability
and to promote vaccination in low-income countries, edu-
cating health-care workers and enhancing health-care
information is mandatory.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Funding

The author(s) reported that there is no funding associated with the work
featured in this article.

ORCID

Pembe Derin Oygar (1) http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8612-4586
Ates Kara ([2) http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1654-3232

References

1. Keebayoon A, Wiwanitkit V. Routine OSCE to identify core commu-
nication skills required for counselling a vaccine hesitantpatients. Hum
Vaccin Immunother. 2022. doi:10.1080/21645515.2022.2099165.

2. The World Health Organization. https://www.who.int/docs/
default_source/immunization/sage/covid/sage-prioritization-
roadmap-covid19-vaccines.pdf.

3. Apaijitt P, Wiwanitkit V. Knowledge of coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) by medical personnel in a rural area of Thailand.
Infect Control Hosp Epidemiol. 2020 Oct;41(10):1243-1244.
do0i:10.1017/ice.2020.159.

4. The World Health Organization. https://www.who.int/news/
item/20-05-2022-covax-calls-for-urgent-action-to-close-vaccine-

equity-gap.

CONTACT Ates Kara € ateskara@hacettepe.edu.tr
© 2022 The Author(s). Published with license by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.

This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/),
which permits non-commercial re-use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited, and is not altered, transformed, or built upon in any way.


http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8612-4586
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1654-3232
https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2022.2099165
https://www.who.int/docs/default_source/immunization/sage/covid/sage-prioritization-roadmap-covid19-vaccines.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default_source/immunization/sage/covid/sage-prioritization-roadmap-covid19-vaccines.pdf
https://www.who.int/docs/default_source/immunization/sage/covid/sage-prioritization-roadmap-covid19-vaccines.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1017/ice.2020.159
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2022-covax-calls-for-urgent-action-to-close-vaccine-equity-gap
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2022-covax-calls-for-urgent-action-to-close-vaccine-equity-gap
https://www.who.int/news/item/20-05-2022-covax-calls-for-urgent-action-to-close-vaccine-equity-gap
http://www.tandfonline.com
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/21645515.2022.2106748&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2022-12-03

	Disclosure statement
	Funding
	ORCID
	References

