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TRIM24 controls induction of latent HIV-1
by stimulating transcriptional elongation

Riley M. Horvath T Matthew Dahabieh!, Tom Malcolm' & Ivan Sadowski® 1

Binding of USF1/2 and TFII-I (RBF-2) at conserved sites flanking the HIV-1 LTR enhancer is
essential for reactivation from latency in T cells, with TFll-I knockdown rendering the provirus
insensitive to T cell signaling. We identified an interaction of TFII-l with the tripartite motif
protein TRIM24, and these factors were found to be constitutively associated with the HIV-1
LTR. Similar to the effect of TFII-I depletion, loss of TRIM24 impaired reactivation of HIV-1in
response to T cell signaling. TRIM24 deficiency did not affect recruitment of RNA Pol Il to the
LTR promoter, but inhibited transcriptional elongation, an effect that was associated with
decreased RNA Pol Il CTD S2 phosphorylation and impaired recruitment of CDK9S. A con-
siderable number of genomic loci are co-occupied by TRIM24/TFll-I, and we found that
TRIM24 deletion caused altered T cell immune response, an effect that is facilitated by TFII-I.
These results demonstrate a role of TRIM24 for regulation of transcriptional elongation from
the HIV-1 promoter, through its interaction with TFIl-l, and by recruitment of P-TEFb. Fur-
thermore, these factors co-regulate a significant proportion of genes involved in T cell
immune response, consistent with tight coupling of HIV-1 transcriptional activation and T cell
signaling.
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HIV/AIDS as a leading cause of death globally, but this

treatment does not represent a cure because of the long-
lived reservoir of latently infected cells which develop in infected
people, that is unaffected by ART1-3. Various strategies to elim-
inate latently infected cells involving modulation of provirus
expression by latency-reversing (LRAs) or latency-promoting
agents (LPAs), are currently under investigation®>. Expression of
HIV-1 from the 5 long terminal repeat (LTR)®7 is tightly linked
to T-cell activation, through the function of factors that bind the
LTR enhancer region, regulated by T-cell signaling®. The Ras-
response elements (RBE3 and RBE1), located flanking the LTR
enhancer region, were identified as required for response to
activated Ras signaling?, and represent the most highly conserved
LTR cis-elements in provirus from patients that develop AIDS!0.
These conserved elements bind Ras-response element binding
factor 2 (RBF-2), comprised of Upstream Stimulatory Factor 1
and 2 (USF1/2) and TFII-I (GTF2I)11:12, Mutation of the RBEI
and RBE3 elements inhibit induction of HIV-1 in response to
T-cell activation!?-14, although the mechanism for this effect has
not been elucidated. RBF-2 is also associated with YY1 at the
upstream RBE3 element!®, and these factors may mutually reg-
ulate binding to this region of the LTR!3. However, unlike TFII-I,
USF1/2 which are constitutively bound to the LTR, YY1 is dis-
sociated in response to T-cell activation but is bound to the LTR
of provirus that produce immediate latency!>.

TFII-1, encoded by GTF2I, exerts negative or positive effects
on transcription, dependent upon promoter context and cell
differentiation state!®. TFII-I plays a vital role for RBF-2 for-
mation and function, as USF1/2 has low affinity for RBE3/1 in
its absence in vitrol>17, TFII-I was initially identified bound to
the adenovirus major late (AdML) core promoter, as well as
transcriptional initiator (Inr) elements!$, but was subsequently
observed associated with sequence-specific transcription factors,
including SRF, STAT1/3, ATF6, and USF1/2!6. TFII-I con-
tributes to transcriptional activation, but was also associated
with repression through the recruitment of HDAC3 and the
PRC2 component SUZ12'%. Accordingly, mutation of the
RBE1/3 elements inhibits reactivation of latent HIV-1 in
response to T-cell activation, but also cause elevated basal
expression of LTR reporter genes!!4 These observations
indicate a requirement of TFII-I for regulation of HIV-1 tran-
scription, but the precise mechanistic role of its effect on viral
transcription has not been determined.

Tripartite-Motif protein 24 (TRIM24), previously designated
TIFla, possesses amino-terminal RBCC (RING, BBox, coiled-
coil) domains in addition to a Transcription Intermediary Family
(TTIF1)-defining carboxy-terminal tandem plant homeodomain-
bromodomain (PHD-BRD) motif20. TRIM24 is associated with
both oncogenic and tumor suppressive effects; deletion of
TRIM24 promotes hepatocellular carcinoma in mice, while
overexpression negatively correlates with cancer progression,
including breast and prostate cancers?!-23, Although mechanisms
for the development and progression of these cancers are ill-
defined, TRIM24-dependent transcriptional regulation is likely
involved. Specifically, TRIM24 was characterized as a cofactor of
various nuclear receptors, including for estrogen (ER) and
androgen (AR), and it was proposed that recruitment of TRIM24
to genes regulated by these factors promotes cellular proliferation
and tumor growth?1:23-25 In addition to transcription factor-
mediated recruitment, TRIM24 interacts with H3K4me0/K23ac
modified histones through its tandem PHD-BRD domains?!:23:26,
and this promotes its SUMOylation, which causes global altera-
tions in transcription?’, but overall, the molecular mechanism(s)
by which TRIM24 functions as a coactivator of transcription has
not been established.

Q dvances in antiretroviral therapy (ART) has eliminated

Here, we demonstrate that TRIM24 directly interacts with
TFII-L, facilitating its recruitment to the HIV-1 LTR. The cofactor
TRIM24 promotes transcriptional elongation from the viral
promoter in response to T-cell signaling through enhanced
recruitment of CDK9 and elevated Ser-2 phosphorylation of the
C-terminal domain of RNAPIL Furthermore, TRIM24 and TFII-I
display considerable genome-wide co-occupancy and regulate a
significant proportion of genes involved in cellular adhesion for
T-cell activation response. These observations provide mechan-
istic insight into the function of TFII-I and regulation of HIV-1
transcription for control of reactivation from provirus latency and
reveal a mechanism for TRIM24 as a transcriptional coactivator
for transcriptional elongation.

Results

TFII-1 is required for reactivation of HIV-1 provirus. Mutation
of the RBE3/1 binding sites for RBF-2/TFII-I prevents induction
of HIV-1 in response to T-cell signaling!>!7. These cis-elements
are also necessary for binding of USF1/2, and YY1'%, and so to
examine the effect of TFII-I in isolation on LTR-directed tran-
scription, we knocked down its expression using shRNA in the
Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase line where luciferase is expressed from
the HIV-1 5 LTR as a fusion with p2488 (Fig. 1a, b)?8. We
observed that knockdown of TFII-I impaired expression of luci-
ferase in these cells treated with PMA (Fig. 1c), or a combination
of PMA and ionomycin (Fig. 1d), treatments which induce sig-
naling pathways stimulated by T-cell activation?®. Similar results
were observed with the knockdown of TRIM24 by shRNA in
JLat10.6 cells, which bears a full-length HIV-1 provirus in which
Nef is substituted for GFP30 (Fig. 1le, f). In the JLat10.6 cell line,
we observed that TFII-I depletion inhibited reactivation of pro-
virus expression in response to a variety of previously char-
acterized LRAs, with the notable exception of the histone
deacetylase inhibitor (HDACi) suberanilohydroxamic acid
(SAHA) (Fig. 1g). In addition, we examined whether T-cell
activation affected expression of TFII-I or TRIM24 and found
that PMA/ionomycin treatment did not alter protein levels
(Supplementary Fig. la) although a slight increase in GTF2I
(TFII-I) mRNA abundance was detected (Supplementary Fig. 1b),
but no effect on TRIM24 mRNA (Supplementary Fig. 1c). Con-
sequently, activation of HIV-1 transcription in response to T-cell
signaling likely does not involve the elevated expression of TFII-I
or TRIM24 protein!3. Collectively, these results support previous
observations showing that mutation of the RBE cis-elements,
which bind TFII-I, impairs response of the 5 LTR to T-cell
activation signals!2-1417,

TFII-I interacts with TRIM24. To characterize mechanism(s) for
regulation of HIV-1 transcription by TFII-I, we looked for novel
interacting proteins using a 2-hybrid screen modified for use with
transcriptional activator proteins3!. Using a GAL4-TFII-I bait we
isolated multiple clones encoding TUP1-TRIM24 fusions from a
human T-cell cDNA library. To determine whether this interaction
identified in yeast can be detected in human cells, we co-transfected
HEK293T cells with plasmids expressing epitope-tagged TFII-I and
TRIM24, where we observe TRIM24-Myc associated with TFII-I-
Flag immunoprecipitated from cell lysates (Fig. 2a, lane 6). We
performed a similar experiment in the Jurkat T-cell line where we
expressed TRIM24-Flag and observed interaction with endogenous
TFII-I by co-immunoprecipitation (Fig. 2b, lane 4).

We also examined interaction of TFII-I and TRIM24 in
HEK293T cells using proximity labeling with Bio-ID, where we
transfected HEK293T cells with plasmids expressing TFII-I or
GFP as a fusion with BirA™ (TurboID) and Myc epitope tags
(Fig. 2¢, d and Supplementary Fig. 2a). Upon biotin addition, we
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Fig. 1 TFII-l promotes HIV-1 expression. a Schematic representation of the reporter virus integrated into the Jurkat Tat mHIV-Luciferase cell line, where
luciferase is expressed from the 5’ LTR as a fusion with p24&28, b Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells were transduced with pLKO shRNA vector control (lane 1) or
TFII-I shRNA expressing lentivirus (lane 2). Immunoblots were performed on whole-cell lysates prepared 8 days post puromycin selection, with antibodies
against TFIl-l or Tubulin. ¢ Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells transduced with control shRNA or TFll-I shRNA expression vectors were left untreated (Ve,
DMSO) or stimulated with 20 nM PMA for 4 h prior to measuring luciferase activity (n =3, mean = SD). d Transduced Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells were
treated with 20 nM PMA/1uM ionomycin for the indicated time prior to measuring luciferase activity (n =3, mean + SD). e Schematic representation of
the Jurkat-based JLat10.6 HIV-1 proviral cell model, where Nef is replaced with GFP and the virus is rendered replication incompetent by a mutation within
Env. f JLat10.6 cells were transduced with empty Control shRNA vector (lane 1) or TFII-I targeting shRNA (lane 2). Following selection with puromycin for
4 days, whole-cell lysates were collected and analyzed by western blot using antibodies against TFII-l or Tubulin. g Four days later—shRNA infection-

transduced JLat10.6 cells were treated with DMSO (Ve), 1uM ionomycin, 10 ng/uL TNFa, 10 uM JQT, 10 uM SAHA, 10 nM PEPOOS5, or 10 nM PMA.
Following 20 h incubation, cells were analyzed by flow cytometry (n =2, mean £ SD).

observed that the TFII-I and GFP-TurboID fusions cause
biotinylation of cellular proteins within 1h, and this effect
persisted up to 24h (Supplementary Fig. 2b). Importantly, we
find that TRIM24 becomes biotinylated in cells expressing the
TFII-I-BirA* fusion (Fig. 2e, lane 6), but not in cells expressing
GFP-BirA* (Fig. 2e, lane 5). Proximity labeling of TRIM24 by
TFII-I-BirA* indicates that these factors associate in the context
of living cells.

TRIM24 activates expression from the HIV-1 LTR. Because
TRIM24 interacts with TFII-I in both HEK293T and Jurkat
T cells, we examined whether this factor affected expression from
the HIV-1 LTR. To this end, we co-transfected HEK293T cells
with an LTR-Luciferase reporter construct and increasing
amounts of plasmids expressing TRIM24-Myc or TFII-I-Flag
(Fig. 3a). Here, we observed a dose-dependent, threefold increase
in transcriptional activity of the LTR-Luciferase reporter upon

TRIM24 overexpression relative to endogenous levels (Fig. 3b). In
contrast, we observed only a modest 1.7-fold increase in luciferase
expression when TFII-I-Flag was overexpressed (Fig. 3b). These
data are consistent with the previously described role of TFII-I at
the HIV-1 LTR!>!7, and suggests that TRIM24 represents a
required cofactor for transcriptional activation.

To further examine the role of TRIM24 in the activation of
HIV-1 expression, we determined the effects of TRIM24 and
TFII-1 knockdown. First, we validated siRNA SmartPools against
TRIM24 and TFII-I in transiently transfected HEK293T cells.
Both pools were efficient at knocking down expression as
determined by immunoblotting, within 48 h post transfection;
however, knockdown was more pronounced at 72 h (Fig. 3¢). We
then co-transfected siRNA pools with LTR-Luciferase reporter
constructs into HEK293T cells, and measured luciferase activity
72h later. Here, we observed a ~40% decrease in luciferase
activity in TRIM24 knockdown cells, relative to the control
(Fig. 3d). Consistent with results from overexpression,
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Fig. 2 TRIM24 interacts with TFll-l. a HEK293T cells were transfected with an empty vector or plasmids expressing TFll-I-Flag or TRIM24-Myc (lanes
1-4). Lysates were analyzed by immunoblotting with antibodies against the Flag, Myc, or Tubulin as indicated. Cells co-expressing TFll-I-Flag and TRIM24-
Myc were immunoprecipitated with control (IgG) (lane 5) or Flag (lane 6) antibodies and complexes were analyzed by immunoblotting with Flag and Myc
antibodies as indicated. b Lysates from Jurkat cells bearing a vector control (EV, lane 1) or a TRIM24-Flag expression vector (lane 2) were analyzed by
immunoblotting with antibodies against Flag or TFII-I. Jurkat cells expressing TRIM24-Flag were immunoprecipitated with control (IgG, lane 3), or anti-Flag
(lane 4) antibodies, and complexes were analyzed by immunoblotting with anti-Flag or anti-TFll-I antibodies as indicated. c-e HEK293T (lane 1) or cells
expressing GFP-TurbolD-Myc (lanes 3 and 5), TFIl-I-TurbolD-Myc (lanes 4 and 6), or an empty vector (lane 2) were incubated with 500 uM biotin for 1h.
Cell lysates (lanes 1-4) or TRIM24 immunoprecipitants (lanes 5-6) were analyzed by immunoblotting with antibodies against Myc (c), TRIM24 (d), or with
Streptavidin-HRP (e). Biotinylated TRIM24 is indicated with a white asterisk (e, lane 6, ~130 kDa).

knockdown of TFII-I resulted in a more modest ~25% decrease in
luciferase activity, and knockdown of both TFII-I and TRIM24
produced an effect similar to knockdown of TRIM24 alone
(Fig. 3d).

We also assessed the effect of TRIM24 for Tat-dependent
activation of the HIV-1 LTR by transfected HEK293T cells with
LTR-Luciferase reporter constructs either bearing or lacking the
Tat-responsive element TAR, in the presence or absence of a
plasmid expressing the viral transactivator Tat!”. Regardless of
the presence of TAR and/or Tat, overexpression of TRIM24 and
TFII-I resulted in elevated expression of luciferase (Fig. 3e). As
such, the effect of TRIM24 on LTR-directed expression is largely
independent of Tat function.

Finally, we analyzed the effect of TFII-I or TRIM24 over-
expression on the induction of an LTR-Luciferase construct
bearing RBE3/1 elements with mutations known to abrogate
RBF-2 (TFII-I) binding!”. We found that TFII-I-Flag transfection
did not induce luciferase expression from an HIV-1 LTR reporter
in which the RBE elements were mutated (Fig. 3f). Upon
transfection of TRIM24-Myc, we observed a slight increase in
luciferase expression from the mRBE3/1 LTR reporter, however,
the observed luciferase induction was far less than for that of the

wild-type LTR (Fig. 3f). These results confirm that TFII-I and
TRIM24 require intact RBE3 and RBEl elements for full
induction of HIV-1 LTR transcription.

TRIM24 is required for induction of HIV-1 provirus expres-
sion. The results shown above indicate that TRIM24 interacts
with TFII-I, and its presence correlates with the activation of
HIV-1 LTR-directed transcription in HEK293T cells. We next
examined the requirement of this factor for HIV-1 provirus
expression in T cells. We found that T-cell activation in response
to PMA/ionomycin treatment did not alter TRIM24 expression
(Supplementary Fig. 1a, c). Next, we used shRNA to knockdown
TRIM24 expression (Fig. 4a) in the Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cell
line where luciferase expression is driven by the 5 LTRI!*
(Fig. 1a). For all shRNAs used, we observed a substantial decrease
in luciferase expression in response to PMA compared to the
non-targeting control shRNA vector (Fig. 4b). Similarly, we also
performed TRIM24 shRNA knockdown in JLat10.6 cells (Fig. 4c)
and observed that TRIM24 depletion inhibited latency reversal in
response to all agonists and latency-reversing agents used, as
measured by the percent of cells that expressed GFP (Fig. 4d).
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Fig. 3 HIV-1 LTR transcription is activated by TRIM24. a HEK293T cells were transfected with plasmids expressing TFll-I-Flag (lane 2), TRIM24-Myc
(lane 3), or an empty vector (EV, lane 1). Lysates were analyzed by immunoblotting against Myc, Flag, or Tubulin as indicated. b HEK293T cells co-
transfected with an LTR-Luciferase reporter plasmid and TFll-I-Flag or TRIM24-Myc expression vectors were analyzed for luciferase activity (n=3,
mean £ SD). ¢ HEK293T cells were transfected with siRNA against TFII-1 or TRIM24 (lanes 3-4 and lanes 7-8). Lysates were collected 2- (lanes 1-4) and
3 days (lanes 5-8) post transfection and analyzed by immunoblotting with anti-TRIM24, anti-TFIl-1, or anti-GAPDH antibodies as indicated. Loading control

was performed on an individual gel. d HEK293T cells co-transfected with an

LTR-Luciferase reporter plasmid and siRNA targeting TFll-I and/or TRIM24

were analyzed for luciferase expression (n =3, mean = SD). e Luciferase assay was performed using HEK293T cells co-transfected with an LTR-Luciferase
reporter plasmid and TRIM24-Myc and/or TFlI-I-Flag expression vector, in the presence (+ Tat) or absence (—Tat) of Tat expression vector. The LTR-
Luciferase reporter contained (+TAR) or lacked the TAR (—TAR) stem loop region (n =3, mean £ SD). f Wild-type LTR-Luciferase reporter or LTR-

Luciferase reporter with mutated RBE3 and RBE1 elements (mRBE3/1) were co-transfected with an empty vector plasmid (EV) or plasmids expressing TFII-

I-Flag or TRIM24-Myc (n= 3, mean + SD).

We also examined the effect of TRIM24 on HIV-1 expression
using CRISPR-Cas9-mediated gene disruption in the Jurkat
mHIV-Luciferase cell line (Supplementary Fig. 3a). Consistent
with the results with shRNAs, each TRIM24 knockout (TRIM24
KO) clonal cell line displayed a significant reduction in HIV-1
expression in response to treatment with PMA, as measured by
luciferase activity (Supplementary Fig. 3b). Furthermore, induc-
tion of HIV-1 expression in response to treatment with various
latency-reversing agents (LRAs) was significantly inhibited in the
TRIM24 knockout lines (Fig. 4e). In addition, we observed that
TRIM24 KO cells produced significantly impaired HIV-1
reactivation in response to T-cell activation as induced by CD3/
CD28 mediated T-cell receptor cross-linking (Fig. 4f).

To confirm that the effects on HIV-1 expression observed in
the TRIM24 knockout cells is not caused by an indirect effect, we
generated a Jurkat T-cell line in which endogenous TRIM24 is
deleted, and the factor is complemented by conditional expres-
sion of TRIM24 under the control of a tetracycline repressed
promoter (Fig. 5a). The TRIM24 TetOff cell line was infected
with a modified Red-Blue dual HIV-1 reporter derivative which
expresses BFP from the 5 LTR and mCherry from an internal
CMV promoter to enable detection of infected cells indepen-
dently from LTR-directed transcription (RBH, Fig. 5b)32. Three
days post infection with RBH we depleted TRIM24 by addition of
doxycycline, and cells were left untreated, or stimulated with
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PMA and ionomycin; the infected cells were analyzed for latently
and productively infected cells the following day by flow
cytometry (Fig. 5b). This analysis found that depletion of
TRIM24 caused a dramatic reduction in the proportion of
productively infected cells, as indicated by cells expressing CMV-
mCherry and BFP from the LTR, in both the untreated and PMA/
ionomycin stimulated populations compared to cells expressing
TRIM24 (Fig. 5¢). In untreated cells we found that TRIM24
depletion caused near complete establishment of latent provirus,
and in PMA/ionomycin-treated cells we observed a reduction in
productively infected cells to ~10% from the normal proportion
of ~50% (Fig. 5d). Furthermore, in both untreated and PMA/
ionomycin-treated cells, we observed a significant reduction in
levels of 5> LTR driven transcription upon TRIM24 depletion as
determined by BFP mean fluorescence intensity (MFI) of infected
cells (Fig. 5e). Collectively, these results indicate that TRIM24 is
essential for full induction of HIV-1 expression in response to
T-cell activation signals as well as many LRAs.

Interaction of TRIM24 with the HIV-1 LTR requires TFII-I.
To further assess the relationship between TFII-I and TRIM24 for
regulation of HIV-1 expression, we examined their occupancy on
the HIV-1 LTR using ChIP-qPCR. Consistent with previous
observations!®, we observe interaction of TFII-I at the LTR
regions representing both RBE3 and RBEI in the presence or
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Fig. 4 TRIM24 is an activator of HIV-1 expression in T cells. a Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells were transduced with pLKO empty vector control (lane 1) or
various TRIM24 targeting shRNA (lanes 2-4). Following 3 days of puromycin selection, lysates from transduced cells were analyzed by immunoblotting
with antibodies against TRIM24 or Tubulin. b Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells transduced with control shRNA vector or TRIM24 targeting shRNA were left
untreated (Ve, DMSO) or stimulated with 20 nM PMA for 4 h prior to measuring luciferase activity (n =3, mean £ SD). ¢ JLat10.6 cells were transduced
with a Control shRNA vector or a TRIM24 targeting shRNA. Following puromycin selection, whole-cell lysates were extracted and subject to
immunoblotting against TRIM24 or Tubulin. d Control shRNA or TRIM24 targeting shRNA transduced JLat10.6 cells were cultured for 4 days with
puromycin and subsequently incubated with DMSO (Ve), 1uM ionomycin, 10 uM JQT, 10 uM SAHA, 10 nM PEPOOS5, and 5nM or 10 nM PMA, cells were
examined 20 h later by flow cytometry (n =2, mean £ SD). e Wild-type or TRIM24 KO Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells were incubated with DMSO (Ve), TuM
ionomycin, 10 ng/uL TNFa, 10 uM JQ1, 10 uM SAHA, 10 nM PEPOO5, 10 nM PMA or 10 nM PMA/1uM ionomycin for 4 h prior to measuring luciferase
expression (n =3, mean £ SD). f Wild-type or TRIM24 KO Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase were cultured in the presence of CD3/CD28 coated beads with
luciferase expression analyzed at the indicated time points (n =3, mean £ SD).

absence of PMA stimulation (Fig. 6a), and a similar result was
observed for TRIM24 (Fig. 6b); however, we do observe recruit-
ment of NFkB p65 to the enhancer region in response to PMA
treatment of these same cells (Supplementary Fig. 4). These
observations indicate that, consistent with the interaction as
measured by co-IP and Bio-ID (Fig. 2), TRIM24 co-localizes with
TFII-I on the HIV-1 LTR in T cells. Similarly, the association of
TFII-I and TRIM24 was observed with the HIV-1 LTR in the
HeLa-derived TZM-bl cell line, in both unstimulated and PMA-
treated cells (Supplementary Fig. 5).

To examine the requirement of TFII-I for recruitment of
TRIM24 to the LTR and vice versa, we performed ChIP-qPCR in
cells where these factors were depleted. We first confirmed that
depletion of TFII-I and TRIM24 resulted in the loss of their
respective ChIP signals as measured with primers specific for the
HIV-1 LTR (Fig. 6¢, d). We found that association of TFII-I with
the LTR was unaffected by TRIM24 KO (Fig. 6e). In contrast,
interaction of TRIM24 with both the RBE3 and RBE1 regions was
significantly reduced in cells where TFII-I expression was
knocked down with shRNA (Fig. 6f). Thus, loss of TRIM24 has
no effect on binding of TFII-I to its sites on the LTR but the
interaction of TRIM24 with the LTR is dependent upon TFII-L
These observations support the contention that TFII-I directly
recruits TRIM24 to the HIV-1 LTR.

TRIM24 stimulates HIV-1 transcriptional elongation. We
examined the mechanism for regulation of HIV-1 transcription

by TRIM24 by measuring the effect of this factor on the initiation
and elongation of RNAPII from the LTR promoter. For this, we
employed an RT-PCR assay for mRNAs representing initiating
versus elongating proximal and Gag transcripts (Fig. 7a)3%34. In
these experiments, we observed a small increase in the abundance
of HIV-1 RNA associated with paused RNA Polymerase II upon
TRIM24 depletion as compared to wild-type in untreated cells
(Fig. 7b). In contrast, TRIM24 KO was associated with a marked
decrease in both proximal and Gag elongating mRNA transcripts
relative to wild-type under basal conditions (Fig. 7b). Similarly, in
cells stimulated with PMA, we observe significant reduction in
promoter-proximal and gag elongated transcripts, and to a lesser
extent, initiation transcripts, in TRIM24 KO cells relative to WT
(Fig. 7c). Taken together, these results suggest that loss of
TRIM24 function causes a defect in transcriptional elongation
from the HIV-1 LTR. We note that this assay is complicated by
the fact that all HIV-1 transcripts possess the same first 69
nucleotides of viral mRNA (Fig. 7a), and consequently the dif-
ference in initiation transcripts between TRIM24 KO and wild-
type cells is exaggerated in PMA-treated cells because of accu-
mulation of elongated mRNAs.

To further examine the effect of TRIM24 on HIV-1
transcription, we measured its role in the recruitment and
modification of RNAPII using ChIP-qPCR. Enhanced interaction
of RNAPII with the LTR was observed in cells treated with PMA
and ionomycin, relative to untreated cells (Fig. 7d). In TRIM24
KO cells, we observed a slight increase in RNAPII occupancy at
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the LTR promoter in untreated cells and no difference in the
recruitment of RNAPII to the LTR upon PMA/ionomycin
mediated T-cell activation as compared to WT cells (Fig. 7d).
These findings indicate that TRIM24 is dispensable for initial
recruitment of RNAPII to the HIV-1 promoter. Of note,
consistent with previous studies’>3% we observed minimal
enrichment of RNAP at the proviral Gag region, compared to
the LTR, an effect that is likely a consequence of high turnover
rate of RNA Pol II across this actively transcribed region.
Ser-2 of the RNAPII Carboxy-Terminal Domain (CTD)
becomes phosphorylated during initiation of transcription, an
effect that promotes processive elongation3®. As expected, ChIP-
qPCR analysis of phosphorylated Ser-2 (pS2) CTD showed
enrichment on the LTR upon stimulation of T-cell signaling in
wild-type cells (Fig. 7e). However, accumulation of pS2 modified
RNAPII was significantly reduced in the TRIM24 KO cell line
(Fig. 7e). Phosphorylation of CTD Ser-2 is produced by CDK9 of
P-TEFb%, and consequently we also examined whether the
TRIM24 KO affected recruitment of CDK9 to the LTR. In
agreement with observations that P-TEFD is sequestered by the
7SK snRNP complex in unstimulated T cells*!, ChIP-qPCR using

antibodies against CDK9 revealed low levels of association at the
LTR in untreated cells, but became significantly enriched at the
core promoter (RBE1) in wild-type cells treated with PMA and
ionomycin (Fig. 7f). In contrast, we did not observe a significant
increase of CDK9 occupancy in stimulated TRIM24 KO cells
(Fig. 7). Importantly, we do not observe an effect of the TRIM24
knockout on expression of CDK9 or cyclin T1 proteins
(Supplementary Fig. 6). Consistent with the above results, and
previous observations*2, we find that treatment of cells with a
CDK9 inhibitor prevented reactivation of latent HIV-1 in
response to treatment with PMA (Supplementary Fig. 7).
Collectively, these findings indicate that TRIM24 mediates
activation of HIV-1 expression by promoting recruitment of
CDKO9 to the viral promoter and facilitating the transition of
RNAPII into an actively elongating complex.

Loss of TRIM24 does not cause substantial effects on LTR-
associated histone modification. Upon integration into the host
chromosome, the HIV-1 LTR becomes associated with two
phased nucleosomes termed Nuc-0 and Nuc-1, positioned at
—140 and the transcriptional start site*>#4. These nucleosomes
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modified with H3K27ac is associated with activated
transcription®®, whereas the H3K9me3 modification is associated
with transcriptional repression?346. We examined the effect of
TRIM24 knockout on these modifications at the LTR and
observed only a slight increase in H3K27ac (Fig. 8a) and a minor
decrease in H3K9me3 upon TRIM24 KO (Fig. 8b). These results
indicate that loss of TRIM24 function does not cause significant
alterations in chromatin modification at the LTR, and indicate its
effect on HIV-1 transcription specifically involves a role in pro-
moting transcriptional elongation.

Regulation of HIV-1 by TRIM24 is independent of TRIM28.
TRIM24 (TIFla) along with the structurally similar TRIM28
(KAP1, TIF1f), TRIM33 (TIF1y), and TRIM66 (TIF1§) comprise
the Transcription Intermediary Factor (TIF) subfamily of the
Tripartite Motif (TRIM) family of proteins?®47. These proteins
form regulatory complexes; in mice, TRIM24, TRIM28, and
TRIM33 associate to suppress the development of hepatocellular
carcinoma??, while human TRIM28 interacts with TRIM24 to
promote prostate cancer tumorigenesis*$. Of note, TRIM28 was
implicated in the regulation of HIV-1 latency by modification of
CDK9%, but overall the role of TRIM28 for regulation of HIV-1
transcription is contentious3037°0-52, Because of these observa-
tions, we examined whether the association of TRIM28 with the
HIV-1 LTR was dependent upon TRIM24. In this analysis we did
not observe a difference in association of TRIM28 with the HIV-1
LTR in TRIM24 KO cells compared to WT (Supplementary

8

Fig. 8a). Furthermore, the TRIM24 knockout did not alter the
expression of TRIM28 mRNA (Supplementary Fig. 8b) or protein
(Supplementary Fig. 8c). These observations suggest that the
effect of TRIM24 on the regulation of HIV-1 expression is
independent of TRIM28.

TFII-I and TRIM24 co-regulate specific subsets of cellular
genes. Having discovered that TFII-I recruits TRIM24 to the
HIV-1 LTR to promote transcriptional elongation, we next
examined the extent that these factors contribute to co-regulation
of cellular genes. Examination of publicly available ENCODE
TFII-I and TRIM24 ChIP-seq datasets derived from the K562
lymphoblast cell line>3>* identified genomic binding sites of
TRIM24 and TFII-], for which the latter displayed notably higher
coverage (Supplementary Fig. 9a, b). Comparison of the genomic
loci of these factors revealed that just under 10% of TRIM24
bound sites were co-occupied with TFII-I (Supplementary
Fig. 9a). Analysis of binding sites in relation to the nearest gene
revealed a predilection for introns, intergenic, and promoter
regions for both TFII-I and TRIM24 (Supplementary Fig. 9c),
findings that are consistent with previous ChIP-seq experiments
performed in non-K562 cell lines*8-°, Strikingly, analysis of sites
co-occupied by TFII-I and TRIM24 resulted in an enriched
preference for promoters (Supplementary Fig. 9¢), indicating that
cellular gene regulation by TFII-I/TRIM24 potentially requires
proximity to transcriptional start sites.
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expression.

To further examine the role of TRIM24 and TFII-I for gene
expression, we used RNA-Seq to identify differentially expressed
genes (DEG) in PMA/ionomycin-activated Jurkat T cells depleted
of TRIM24 by gene knockout or TFII-I using shRNA. In this
analysis, we identified 823 genes that were differentially expressed
upon knockout of TRIM24 (Supplementary Fig. 10a and
Supplementary Data 2), and 2588 genes altered upon TFII-I
knockdown (Supplementary Fig. 10b and Supplementary Data 2).
In agreement with their function as activators or repressors, we
observed near equal distribution between up- and downregulated
genes upon factor depletion (Supplementary Fig. 10). Next, we
examined the global function of TRIM24-responsive genes by
performing Database for Annotation, Visualization, and Inte-
grated Discovery (DAVID) analysis to determine enrichment of
biological process gene ontology (GO) terms. Our RNA-seq
analysis identified DEG between wild-type and TRIM24 KO
T cells treated with PMA and ionomycin, and consistently we
observe enrichment of GO terms related to T-cell activation,
including regulation of signal transduction, leukocyte activation
and cytokine production (Supplementary Data 3), indicating a
role for TRIM24 in T-cell immune response. We also observed

GO terms related to cell adhesion (Fig. 9a and Supplementary
Data 3), and although Jurkat T cells grow in suspension they
adhere to culture surfaces upon activation of T-cell signaling>®>7.
Consistently, we observe that TRIM24 KO Jurkat cells are
significantly less adherent upon treatment with PMA and
ionomycin compared to wild-type cells (Fig. 9b). It is well-
established that expression of cell adhesion molecules are an
important component of T-cell-mediated immune response®8-0,
In contrast, TRIM24 KO does not abrogate global T-cell
activation, as the majority of T-cell activation-induced and
repressed genes are similarly regulated in TRIM24 KO cells
compared to wild-type (Supplementary Fig. 11c).

Because of the relationship between TFII-I and TRIM24 for the
regulation of HIV-1, we examined the extent that these factors
regulate common cellular transcriptional programs by analysis of
genes whose differential expression were similar upon loss of
TRIM24 or TFII-I. We found that a significant proportion of
TRIM24 KO DEG exhibited similar regulation patterns as did
TFII-I knockdown, with 123 common downregulated genes
(24.9% of TRIM24 KO downregulated genes) and 119 common
upregulated genes (36.1% of TRIM24 KO upregulated genes)
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(Fig. 9c and Supplementary Fig. 12). DAVID analysis of these
similarly regulated genes represented many of the same GO terms
as TRIM24 KO DEG (Supplementary Data 3), indicating that
TFII-I largely facilitates the TRIM24 transcriptional program. Of
note, genes that are dysregulated similarly with the loss of
TRIM24 or TFII-I highlight cellular adhesion (Fig. 9d), as 37 of
the common DEG are involved in adhesion with nearly half
upregulated or downregulated (Fig. 9¢). These 37 genes represent
31% of all genes involved in cell adhesion that are mis-regulated
upon loss of TRIM24 (Supplementary Fig. 13 and Supplementary
Data 4). Collectively, these results highlight that TFII-I augments
the genome-wide TRIM24 transcriptional program, and indicates
that regulation of many cellular genes may involve direct
recruitment of TRIM24 by TFII-1.

Discussion

In this study, we identified an interaction between TFII-I and
TRIM24, which is required for efficient transcriptional elongation
from the HIV-1 LTR promoter. The important role of tran-
scriptional elongation for regulation of HIV-1 expression was
recognized since the discovery that the viral transactivator Tat
recruits P-TEFb to paused RNA Polymerase II complexes
through interaction with nascent TAR RNA4%61. Accordingly,
loss of Tat in cells bearing transcriptionally silenced provirus is
thought to represent a significant barrier for reactivation of virus
expression®263, One report has indicated that several commonly
studied latency-reversing agents (LRAs), including panobinostat
and PEP005, cause reactivation of viral expression by promoting
transcriptional elongation and splicing of sub-genomic tran-
scripts, rather than initiation of transcription®*, although
mechanism(s) for this effect were not determined. Our results
indicate that Tat or TAR are not required for stimulation of HIV-
1 transcription by TRIM24. Consequently, it is possible that the
effect of TFII-I-TRIM24 for recruitment of CDK9, and phos-
phorylation of CTD S2, might represent a priming mechanism to
kick start synthesis of elongated and spliced transcripts for the
production of Tat protein® which would produce the char-
acteristic positive feedback loop for viral gene expression®-67,

The function of TFII-I for the regulation of HIV-1 transcrip-
tion has been enigmatic. Binding sites for TFII-1, in conjunction
with USFI and 2 are highly conserved on LTRs from patients!?,
and these elements are necessary for the reactivation of HIV-1
transcription in response to T-cell signaling!2. This observation is
consistent with results indicating that TFII-I is involved in acti-
vation of ¢-Fos expression in response to MAPK signaling®®, but a
specific mechanistic role of TFII-I for stimulation of transcription
from the HIV-1 LTR has not been identified. TFII-I interacts with
multiple additional DNA binding factors on various cellular
promoters, including STAT1, STAT3, SRF, ERSF, and on the
HIV-1 LTR with USF1 and USF2!216, In the latter case, inter-
action of USF1/2 with the upstream RBE3 element on the HIV-1
LTR requires TFII-1 to produce a specificity unique to this
complex!4. These observations suggest that TFII-I plays a sig-
nificant role for directing cooperative interaction of various
sequence-specific factors with regulatory cis-elements. Our find-
ing that TFII-I recruits the coactivator TRIM24 suggests this
factor plays an additional more elaborate role for gene regulation
than acting as a chaperone for DNA binding partners. It will be
interesting to determine how additional functions attributed to
TRIM24 are separated from those involved in interaction with
TFII-I and recruitment to the HIV-1 LTR.

TRIM24 was previously identified as a co-activator for nuclear
receptors, including for estrogen®, androgen’?, and
androstane’!. However, the mechanism(s) by which TRIM24
causes transcriptional activation has not been identified.

Paused

Elongating

Fig. 10 TRIM24 is an RBF-2 cofactor that stimulates transcriptional
elongation of HIV-1. The TFII-I component of RBF-2 directly interacts with,
and recruits TRIM24 to the HIV-1LTR. TRIM24 is essential for T-cell signal-
induced activation of the chromosomally integrated provirus and is required
for recruitment of P-TEFb/CDK9 to the LTR, and phosphorylation of Ser-2
of the RNA Pol Il CTD, to promote transcriptional elongation.

Considering our results, we propose that TRIM24 may also
activate transcriptional elongation for nuclear receptor target
genes. Our results indicate that TRIM24 enhances association of
CDK9 to the HIV-1 LTR, and the simplest possibility is that
TRIM24 may directly interact with CDK9 or cyclin T to promote
the recruitment of P-TEFb (Fig. 10). Alternatively, TRIM24 may
modify additional factors at the LTR core promoter to enable
access or recruitment of P-TEFb. TRIM24 has E3-ubiquitin ligase
activity and was shown to promote degradation of p53 through
direct ubiquitylation’273, TRIM24 was also found to modify the
functions of CBP and TRAF3 by catalyzing K63-linked ubiqui-
tination. TRIM24-mediated K63 ubiquitination of CBP inhibited
macrophage polarization”4, while this modification of TRAF3 was
also observed as part of the anti-viral response to VSV
infection””. Elucidation of the precise role of TRIM24 as a tran-
scriptional co-activator will require a detailed understanding of its
interactions with the general transcription factor machinery.

It is believed that TRIM24 contributes to cancer progression by
operating as a coactivator for nuclear hormone receptorszLB.
However, the majority of chromatin-associated TRIM24 is not
co-localized with estrogen receptor (ER) in breast cancer tissue,
and overexpression of TRIM24 correlates with poor patient sur-
vival independent of ER status?!. Here, we found that TFII-I and
TRIM24 display a substantial degree of genome-wide co-locali-
zation and that loss of TRIM24 alters the immune response,
displayed in part by decreased cellular adhesion. A role for
TRIM24 in immune function has previously been identified in
that T-helper 2 cells deficient of TRIM24 are refractory to house
dust mite-induced allergic inflammatory activation, although a
mechanism for this effect was not determined’®. Furthermore,
MCF?7 breast cancer cells deficient in TRIM24 also display a
reduced cell adhesion phenotype that is thought to contribute to
cancer cell proliferation, migration, and metastasis?’. Conse-
quently, we believe it unlikely that TRIM24-regulated transcrip-
tional programs such as cancer and inflammation are the sole
result of nuclear receptor co-activator function, and that gene
regulation by TRIM24 occurs to some degree through direct
recruitment by additional DNA binding factors, including TFII-1.

There is currently considerable interest in the development of
therapies that could be applied in addition to, or instead of, ART to
eliminate latently infected cells from patients. One potential strat-
egy, broadly termed “block and lock” is based on the rationale that
preventing stochastic basal transcriptional noise of the latent pro-
virus may discourage maintenance of the latently infected cell
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population®”7. Based on the results presented here, we suggest that
TRIM24, and specifically the interaction between TRIM24 and
TFII-I may represent an important specific target for this strategy.

Methods

Cell and virus culture. Jurkat E6-1, Jurkat Tat, and TZM-bl cells were cultured
under standard conditions as previously described!”. Vesicular stomatitis virus G
(VSV-G) pseudotyped viral stocks were produced by co-transfecting

HEK293T cells with a combination of viral molecular clone, psPAX, and pHEF-
VSVg as previously described!”.

shRNA knockdown. Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase or JLat10.6 cells were infected with
pLKO empty vector or pLKO shRNA expressing lentivirus at a M.O.I. ~10. For
Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells, TFII-I shRNA-infected cells were cultured for 8 days
with 7.5 pg/mL puromycin, while TRIM24 shRNA-infected cells were cultured for
3 days with 3 pg/mL puromycin. For JLat10.6 cells, all sShRNA-infected cells were
cultured 4 days with 1 pg/mL puromycin. Pools of puromycin-selected cells were
prepared for the indicated analysis. MISSION shRNA clones (Sigma) used for
knockdown in Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells were as follows: TFII-I,
TRCN0000019315; TRIM24-1, TRCN0000021263; TRIM24-2, TRCN0000021262;
TRIM24-3, TRCN0000021259. MISSION shRNA clones (Sigma) that were used for
knockdown in JLat10.6 cells were: TFII-I, TRCN0000364550; TRIM24,
TRCN0000021262.

TRIM24 knockout. TRIM24 KO cell lines were generated using CRISPR-Cas9 in
the Jurkat Tat mHIV-Luciferase cell line that possesses a chromosomally integrated
HIV-1 mini-virus where luciferase is expressed from the 5° LTR (Fig. 1a). Briefly,
2 x 109 cells were co-transfected with Cas9 (pU6_CBh-Cas9-T2A-BFP: Addgene
#64323) and gRNA (pSPgRNA: Addgene #47108) sequences that target genomic
TRIM?24, using the Neon Transfection System (Invitrogen) as per the manu-
facturer’s instructions with the following settings: voltage, 1350 V; width, 20 ms;
pulse number, 3x. Knockout cells were isolated by live sorting (Astrios Flow
Cytometer) BFP positive cells into 96-well plates containing complete RPMI 1640.
Clones were expanded, and knockout of TRIM24 was validated by PCR genotyping
and western blotting. TRIM24 gRNA target sequences were CTGCA-
TATTATTTAAGCAAC and GAACGAGGCCGAGAGTCGGC.

Immunoblotting and immunoprecipitation. Western blotting was performed as
previously described’8. Antibodies were as follows: Tubulin (1:40,000)—Abcam
ab7291; TFII-I (1:20,000)—Abcam ab134133; Flag (1:20,000)—Sigma-Aldrich
F3165; Myc (1:2500)—Santa Cruz sc-40; TRIM24 (1:4000)—Proteintech 14208-1-
AP; KAP1 (1:2500)—Proteintech 15202-1-AP; GAPDH (1:10,000)—Abcam
ab9484; CDK9 (1:4000)—Abcam ab239364; Cyclin T1 (1:500)—Santa Cruz sc-
10750; streptavidin-HRP (1:40,000)—Abcam ab7403; goat anti-rabbit-HRP
(1:2,000,000)—Abcam ab6721; goat anti-mouse-HRP (1:20,000)—Pierce #1858413.

Immunoprecipitations (IPs) were performed using HEK293T or Jurkat E6-1
cells. In total, 8.33 x 105> HEK293T cells were plated with 2 mL DMEM in six-well
plates. The following day, cells were transfected with 4 pg of the indicated
construct, using 3 pug PEI per 1 pg plasmid DNA7?, and harvested 24-48 h post
transfection. For Jurkat IPs, cells were transduced with TRIM24-Flag or empty
vector lentivirus and experiments were performed following puromycin selection.
Cells were collected, washed with ice-cold PBS, and suspended in DR Buffer A
(10 mM HEPES-KOH pH =7.9, 10 mM KCl, 1.5 mM MgCl,, 0.5 mM DTT, 1x
PIC, 0.5 mM PMSF) and incubated at 4 °C for 15 min. Samples were centrifuged,
the cytoplasmic supernatant was discarded while the pelleted nuclei were
suspended in DR Buffer C (20 mM HEPES-KOH pH =7.9, 0.42 M NaCl, 1.5 mM
MgCl,, 0.2 mM EDTA, 25% glycerol, 0.5 mM DTT, 1x PIC, 0.5 mM PMSF) and
briefly sonicated (Covaris $220 Focused-ultrasonicator). Samples were cleared by
centrifugation and protein concentrations were determined using a Bradford assay
(BioRad). In all, 250 pg of nuclear extract was diluted with Flag-IP Buffer (50 mM
Tris-HCl pH = 8.0, 90 mM NaCl, 1 mM EDTA, 1% Triton X-100, 1x PIC) and
2 pg of antibody was added (Flag—Sigma-Aldrich F3165; mouse IgG—Santa Cruz
sc-2025); the antibody-lysate mixture was incubated at 4 °C with rotation for 1h
prior to the addition of protein A/G agarose beads (Millipore, 50 pL/IP) and
continued overnight incubation. The samples were washed 3x with Flag-IP Buffer
and eluted in 4x SDS Sample Buffer with boiling. Eluted proteins were subject to
analysis by immunoblotting.

Chromatin immunoprecipitation. Exponentially growing Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase
or mdHIV Clone 11 cells (3 x 107 cells/IP) were fixed with 1% formaldehyde

(Sigma-Aldrich) for 10 min at room temperature. Cross-linking was quenched with
125 mM glycine for 5 min, at which point cells were collected and washed with ice-
cold PBS. Cells were incubated in NP-40 Lysis Buffer (0.5% NP-40, 10 mM Tris-
HCI pH = 7.8, 3 mM MgCl,, 1x PIC, 2.5 mM PMSF) for 15 min on ice. Following
sedimentation, the supernatant was discarded, and the pellet was resuspended in
Sonication Buffer (10 mM Tris-HCl pH = 7.8, 10 mM EDTA, 0.5% SDS, 1x PIC,
2.5 mM PMSF). Nuclei were sonicated using a Covaris $220 Focused-ultrasonicator
to produce sheared DNA between 2000 and 200 bp. Samples were pelleted, with the

soluble supernatant collected as the chromatin fraction and snap-frozen in liquid
nitrogen. Chromatin concentrations were normalized among samples and pre-
cleared with Protein A/G agarose (Millipore, 100 uL/IP). The chromatin samples
were split in two and diluted with IP buffer (10 mM Tris-HCl pH = 8.0, 1.0%
Triton X-100, 0.1% deoxycholate, 0.1% SDS, 90 mM NaCl, 2mM EDTA, 1x PIC).
The indicated specific antibody was added to one sample while control IgG was
added to the other and the chromatin/antibody mixture was incubated 1h at 4 °C
with rotation. Antibodies used are as follows: TFII-I (10 ug)—BD Biosciences
610942, TRIM24 (10 pg)—Proteintech 14208-1-AP, RNAPII (5 ug)—Abcam
ab26721, RNAPII pS2 (5 pg)—Abcam ab238146, CDK9 (10 pg)—Abcam
ab239364, NFkB p65 (5 pug)—Thermo Fisher 51-0500, KAP1 (10 ug)—Abcam
ab10483, H3K27ac (5 pg)—Abcam ab4729, H3K9me3 (5 ug)—Abcam abl176916,
Mouse IgG (equivalent pg)—Santa Cruz sc-2025, Rabbit IgG (equivalent pg)—
Abcam ab1722730. Pre-washed Protein A/G agarose beads (40 uL/IP) were then
added to the samples and incubated overnight at 4 °C with rotation. Bead-antibody
complexes were washed 3x in Low Salt Wash Buffer (20 mM Tris-HCI pH = 8.0,
0.1% SDS, 1.0% Triton X-100, 2 mM EDTA, 150 mM NaCl, 1x PIC) and 1x with
High Salt Wash Buffer (same but with 500 mM NaCl). Elution and crosslink
reversal was performed by incubating 4 h at 65 °C in EB supplemented with RNase
A. DNA was purified using the QIAQuick PCR purification kit (QIAGEN) and
ChIP DNA was analyzed using the Quant Studio 3 Real-Time PCR system
(Applied Biosystems). Oligos used for ChIP-qPCR are as follows; RBE3/Nuc-0: fwd
5-AGCCGCCTAGCATTTCATC-3’, rev 5-CAGCGGAAAGTCCCTTGTAG-3’.
RBE1/Nuc-1: fwd 5-AGTGGCGAGCCCTCAGAT-3’, rev 5-AGAGCTCC-
CAGGCTCAAATC-3. Gag: fwd 5-AGCAGCCATGCAAATGTTA-3’, rev 5'-
AGAGAACCAAGGGGAAGTGA-3. NFkB Enhancer Region (NER): fwd 5-
TTTCCGCTGGGGACTTTC-3’, rev 55 CCAGTACAGGCAAAAAGCAG-3’.

Bio-ID assays. In all, 8.33 x 106 HEK293T cells were plated in 2 mL DMEM in six-
well plates and incubated overnight. Cells were transfected using PEI with 3 pg of
the indicated TurboID construct and incubated overnight. Biotin was added
directly to the media at a final concentration of 500 uM, and cells were incubated
for 1 h. Biotinylation was stopped by washing cells 2x in ice-cold PBS. Endogenous
TRIM24 was immunoprecipitated as described above (2 pg of TRIM24—Pro-
teintech #14208-1-AP), and samples analyzed by immunoblotting.

Luciferase reporter assays. Transient luciferase expression assays in

HEK293T cells were performed as previously described!”. Briefly, transfections
were performed in 96-well plates seeded with 2 x 10 HEK293T cells per well 24 h
prior to transfection. In total, 10 ng of pGL3 reporter plasmid along with 10 ng of
either pcDNA3.1 + (Invitrogen) or pcDNA-Tat and 100 ng expression vector was
co-transfected. Luciferase activity was measured 24 h post transfection. For Jurkat
luciferase reporter assays, 1 x 10° luciferase expressing Jurkat cells were plated with
100 puL media in 96-well plates. Luciferase activity was measured after the indicated
time of treatment. Measurements were performed using Superlight™ luciferase
reporter Gene Assay Kit (BioAssay Systems) as per the manufacturer’s instructions;
96-well plates were read in a VictorTM X3 Multilabel Plate Reader.

Q-RT-PCR. RNA was extracted from Jurkat mHIV-Luciferase cells following the
indicated treatment using RNeasy Kit (Qiagen). RNA was analyzed using the
Quant Studio 3 Real-Time PCR system (Applied Biosystems) using Power SYBR®
Green RNA-to-CT™ 1-Step Kit (Thermo Fisher) as per the manufacturer’s
instructions. Primers for analysis of HIV transcripts were as follows: Initiation, fwd
5-GTTAGACCAGATCTGAGCCT-3’, rev 5-GTGGGTTCCCTAGTTAGCCA-3’;
Proximal, fwd 5-TGGGAGCTCTCTGGCTAACT-3’, rev 5-TGCTAGA-
GATTTTCCACACTGA-3’; Gag, fwd 5-CTAGAACGATTCGCAGTTAATCCT-
3’, rev 5-CTATCCTTTGATGCACACAATAGAG-3.

ChlP-seq analysis. Call sets were downloaded from the ENCODE website (https:/
www.encodeproject.org/). Library identifiers are as follows; ENCLB915UWS,
ENCLB381ZDN, ENCLB9491YC, ENCLB887DPL. Heatmaps were generated from
the ENCODE data using the plotHeatmap program.

RNA-seq. RNA was extracted from wild-type, TRIM24 KO, LKO control shRNA
transduced, or TFII-I shRNA transduced Jurkat T cells that were untreated or
treated with 20 nM PMA/1 uM ionomycin for 4 h. Sample quality control was
performed using a Agilent 2100 Bioanalyzer. Qualifying samples were then prep-
ped following the standard protocol for the NEBnext Ultra ii Stranded mRNA
(New England Biolabs). Sequencing was performed on the Illumina NextSeq 500
with Paired-End 42 bp x 42 bp reads. De-multiplexed read sequences were uploa-
ded to the Galaxy web platform® and aligned to the hg38 reference genome using
STAR; featureCounts determined transcript assembly, and differential gene
expression (DEG) was determined by DESeq2 analysis. TRIM24 KO and TFII-I
knockdown DEG are defined as having a fold change in expression >1.5 and P
value <0.05. The criteria for genes identified as responsive to T-cell activation are
fold change >2, P value <0.05. Heatmaps were created in RStudio.

12 COMMUNICATIONS BIOLOGY | (2023)6:86 | https://doi.org/10.1038/542003-023-04484-z | www.nature.com/commsbio


https://www.encodeproject.org/
https://www.encodeproject.org/
www.nature.com/commsbio

COMMUNICATIONS BIOLOGY | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04484-z

ARTICLE

Cell adherence assay. Overall, 2 x 10° wild-type or TRIM24 KO Jurkat mHIV-
Luciferase cells were plated in six-well plates with 2 mL RPMI. Cells were left
untreated or treated with 20 nM PMA and 1 uM ionomycin and incubated for 2 h.
The overlayed media was collected and the cells within were counted as the pro-
portion of cells suspended. The cells that remained on the culture plates were
scraped, resuspended in media, and counted as the adherent population, using a
BioRad TC20 Automated Cell Counter.

Flow cytometry. Cells were treated as indicated in the figure legends. Following the
indicated treatment, cells were suspended in PBS and analyzed on a BD Biosciences
LSRII-561 system where threshold forward scatter (FSC) and side scatter (SSC)
parameters were set so that a homogenous population of live cells was counted
(Supplementary Fig. 14). FlowJo software (TreeStar) was used to analyze data Data
and determine to mean fluorescent intensity (MFI).

Statistics and reproducibility. All replicates are independent biological replicates
and are presented as mean values with +standard deviation shown by error bars.
The number of times that an experiment was performed is indicated in the figure
legends. The two exceptions to this are Fig. 3f, WT-EV and Fig. 7b, TRIM24
KO-Gag, both of which had a single outlier value removed. P values were deter-
mined by performing unpaired samples ¢ tests with the use of GraphPad Prism
9.0.0. Statistical significance is indicated at *P <0.05, **P <0.01, or ***P <0.001,
with n.s. denoting non-significant P > 0.05.

Reporting summary. Further information on research design is available in the Nature
Portfolio Reporting Summary linked to this article.

Data availability

All data supporting the findings of this study are available within the article or from the
corresponding author upon reasonable request. All high-throughput RNA-seq data
(Supplementary Data 1) have been deposited to NCBI GEO and are publicly available
under the accession codes GSE221633 and GSE221851.

Received: 21 February 2022; Accepted: 15 January 2023;
Published online: 23 January 2023

References

1.  Finzi, D. Identification of a reservoir for HIV-1 in patients on highly active
antiretroviral therapy. Science 278, 1295-1300 (1997).

2. Wong, J. K. Recovery of replication-competent HIV despite prolonged
suppression of plasma viremia. Science 278, 1291-1295 (1997).

3. Joos, B. et al. HIV rebounds from latently infected cells, rather than from
continuing low-level replication. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 105, 16725-16730
(2008).

4. Sadowski, I. & Hashemi, F. B. Strategies to eradicate HIV from infected
patients: elimination of latent provirus reservoirs. Cell. Mol. Life Sci. 76,
3583-3600 (2019).

5. Cohn, L. B,, Chomont, N. & Deeks, S. G. The biology of the HIV-1 latent
reservoir and implications for cure strategies. Cell Host Microbe 27, 519-530
(2020).

6. Pereira, L. A. SURVEY AND SUMMARY A compilation of cellular
transcription factor interactions with the HIV-1 LTR promoter. Nucleic Acids
Res. 28, 663-668 (2000).

7. Sadowski, I, Lourenco, P. & Malcolm, T. Factors controlling chromatin
organization and nucleosome positioning for establishment and maintenance
of HIV latency. Curr. HIV Res. 6, 286-295 (2008).

8. Brooks, D. G, Arlen, P. A, Gao, L., Kitchen, C. M. R. & Zack, J. A.
Identification of T cell-signaling pathways that stimulate latent HIV in
primary cells. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 100, 12955-12960 (2003).

9. Bell, B. & Sadowski, I. Ras-responsiveness of the HIV-1 LTR requires RBF-1
and RBF-2 binding sites. Oncogene 13, 2687-2697 (1996).

10. Estable, M. C. et al. Human immunodeficiency virus type 1 long terminal
repeat variants from 42 patients representing all stages of infection display a
wide range of sequence polymorphism and transcription activity. J. Virol. 70,
10 (1996).

11. Estable, M. C,, Hirst, M., Bell, B., O’Shaughnessy, M. V. & Sadowski, I.
Purification of RBF-2, a transcription factor with specificity for the most
conserved cis-element of naturally occurring HIV-1 LTRs. J. Biomed. Sci. 6,
320-332 (1999).

12. Chen, J., Malcolm, T., Estable, M. C., Roeder, R. G. & Sadowski, 1. TFII-I
regulates induction of chromosomally integrated human immunodeficiency
virus type 1 long terminal repeat in cooperation with USF. J. Virol. 79,
4396-4406 (2005).

14.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

Malcolm, T., Chen, J., Chang, C. & Sadowski, I. Induction of chromosomally
integrated HIV-1 LTR requires RBF-2 (USF/TFII-I) and RAS/MAPK
signaling. Virus Genes 35, 215-223 (2007).

Malcolm, T., Kam, J., Pour, P. S. & Sadowski, I. Specific interaction of TFII-I
with an upstream element on the HIV-1 LTR regulates induction of latent
provirus. FEBS Lett. 582, 3903-3908 (2008).

Bernhard, W, Barreto, K., Raithatha, S. & Sadowski, I. An upstream YY1 binding
site on the HIV-1 LTR contributes to latent infection. PLoS ONE 8, €77052 (2013).
Roy, A. L. Biochemistry and biology of the inducible multifunctional
transcription factor TFII-I: 10 years later. Gene 492, 32-41 (2012).
Dahabieh, M. S., Ooms, M., Malcolm, T., Simon, V. & Sadowski, L.
Identification and functional analysis of a second RBF-2 binding site within
the HIV-1 promoter. Virology 418, 57-66 (2011).

Roy, A. L., Meisterernst, M., Pognonec, P. & Roeder, R. G. Cooperative
interaction of an initiator-binding transcription initiation factor and the helix-
loop-helix activator USF. Nature 354, 245-248 (1991).

Wen, Y.-D., Cress, W. D., Roy, A. L. & Seto, E. Histone deacetylase 3 binds to
and regulates the multifunctional transcription factor TFII-I. J. Biol. Chem.
278, 1841-1847 (2003).

Hatakeyama, S. TRIM family proteins: roles in autophagy, immunity, and
carcinogenesis. Trends Biochem. Sci. 42, 297-311 (2017).

Tsai, W.-W. et al. TRIM24 links a non-canonical histone signature to breast
cancer. Nature 468, 927-932 (2010).

Herquel, B., Ouararhni, K. & Davidson, I. The TIFla-related TRIM cofactors
couple chromatin modifications to transcriptional regulation, signaling and
tumor suppression. Transcription 2, 231-236 (2011).

Groner, A. C. et al. TRIM24 is an oncogenic transcriptional activator in
prostate cancer. Cancer Cell 29, 846-858 (2016).

Tisserand, J. et al. Tripartite motif 24 (Trim24/Tifla) tumor suppressor
protein is a novel negative regulator of interferon (IFN)/signal transducers and
activators of transcription (STAT) signaling pathway acting through retinoic
acid receptor a (Rara) inhibition. J. Biol. Chem. 286, 33369-33379 (2011).
Pathiraja, T. N. et al. TRIM24 links glucose metabolism with transformation
of human mammary epithelial cells. Oncogene 34, 2836-2845 (2015).

Lv, D. et al. TRIM24 is an oncogenic transcriptional co-activator of STAT3 in
glioblastoma. Nat. Commun. 8, 1454 (2017).

Appikonda, S. et al. Cross-talk between chromatin acetylation and
SUMOylation of tripartite motif-containing protein 24 (TRIM24) impacts cell
adhesion. J. Biol. Chem. 293, 7476-7485 (2018).

Bernhard, W. et al. The Suv39H1 methyltransferase inhibitor chaetocin causes
induction of integrated HIV-1 without producing a T cell response. FEBS Lett.
585, 3549-3554 (2011).

Sadowski, I. & Mitchell, D. A. TFII-I and USF (RBF-2) regulate Ras/MAPK-
responsive HIV-1 transcription in T cells. Eur. J. Cancer 41, 2528-2536 (2005).
Jordan, A. HIV reproducibly establishes a latent infection after acute infection
of T cells in vitro. EMBO J. 22, 1868-1877 (2003).

Hirst, M. et al. A two-hybrid system for transactivator bait proteins. Proc. Natl
Acad. Sci. USA 98, 8726-8731 (2001).

Dahabieh, M. S. et al. Direct non-productive HIV-1 infection in a T-cell line is
driven by cellular activation state and NF«xB. Retrovirology 11, 17 (2014).
Zhu, J. et al. Reactivation of latent HIV-1 by inhibition of BRD4. Cell Rep. 2,
807-816 (2012).

Yukl, S. A. et al. HIV latency in isolated patient CD4 * T cells may be due to
blocks in HIV transcriptional elongation, completion, and splicing. Sci. Transl.
Med. 10, eaap9927 (2018).

Jadlowsky, J. K. et al. Negative elongation factor is required for the
maintenance of proviral latency but does not induce promoter-proximal
pausing of RNA polymerase II on the HIV long terminal repeat. Mol. Cell.
Biol. 34, 1911-1928 (2014).

McNamara, R. P. et al. KAPI recruitment of the 7SK snRNP complex to
promoters enables transcription elongation by RNA polymerase II. Mol. Cell
61, 39-53 (2016).

Morton, E. L. et al. Transcriptional circuit fragility influences HIV proviral
fate. Cell Rep. 27, 154-171.e9 (2019).

Mousseau, G. et al. Resistance to the Tat inhibitor didehydro-cortistatin A is
mediated by heightened basal HIV-1 transcription. mBio 10, €01750-18 (2019).
Buratowski, S. Progression through the RNA polymerase II CTD cycle. Mol.
Cell 36, 541-546 (2009).

Bieniasz, P. D., Grdina, T. A., Bogerd, H. P. & Cullen, B. R. Recruitment of
cyclin T1/P-TEFb to an HIV type 1 long terminal repeat promoter proximal
RNA target is both necessary and sufficient for full activation of transcription.
Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 96, 7791-7796 (1999).

Mbonye, U. R. et al. Phosphorylation of CDK9 at Ser175 enhances HIV
transcription and is a marker of activated P-TEFb in CD4+ T lymphocytes.
PLoS Pathog. 9, €1003338 (2013).

Mbonye, U. et al. Cyclin-dependent kinase 7 (CDK?7)-mediated phosphorylation
of the CDKO9 activation loop promotes P-TEFb assembly with Tat and proviral
HIV reactivation. J. Biol. Chem. 293, 10009-10025 (2018).

COMMUNICATIONS BIOLOGY | (2023)6:86 | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04484-z | www.nature.com/commsbio 13


www.nature.com/commsbio
www.nature.com/commsbio

ARTICLE

COMMUNICATIONS BIOLOGY | https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04484-z

43.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

Verdin, E. DNase I-hypersensitive sites are associated with both long terminal
repeats and with the intragenic enhancer of integrated human
immunodeficiency virus type. J. Virol. 65, 10 (1991).

el Kharroubi, A. & Verdin, E. Protein-DNA interactions within DNase
I-hypersensitive sites located downstream of the HIV-1 promoter. J. Biol.
Chem. 269, 19916-19924 (1994).

Tripathy, M. K., McManamy, M. E. M., Burch, B. D., Archin, N. M. &
Margolis, D. M. H3K27 demethylation at the proviral promoter sensitizes
latent HIV to the effects of vorinostat in ex vivo cultures of resting CD4 *+
T cells. J. Virol. 89, 8392-8405 (2015).

Imai, K., Togami, H. & Okamoto, T. Involvement of histone H3 lysine 9
(H3K9) methyltransferase G9a in the maintenance of HIV-1 latency and its
reactivation by BIX01294. J. Biol. Chem. 285, 16538-16545 (2010).

Peng, H. et al. Reconstitution of the KRAB-KAP-1 repressor complex: a model
system for defining the molecular anatomy of RING-B box-coiled-coil domain-
mediated protein-protein interactions. J. Mol. Biol. 295, 1139-1162 (2000).
Fong, K., Zhao, J. C,, Song, B., Zheng, B. & Yu, J. TRIM28 protects TRIM24
from SPOP-mediated degradation and promotes prostate cancer progression.
Nat. Commun. 9, 5007 (2018).

Ma, X. et al. TRIM28 promotes HIV-1 latency by SUMOylating CDK9 and
inhibiting P-TEFb. eLife 8, e42426 (2019).

Taura, M., Song, E., Ho, Y.-C. & Iwasaki, A. Apobec3A maintains HIV-1
latency through recruitment of epigenetic silencing machinery to the long
terminal repeat. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. USA 116, 2282-2289 (2019).
Krasnopolsky, S., Kuzmina, A. & Taube, R. Genome-wide CRISPR knockout
screen identifies ZNF304 as a silencer of HIV transcription that promotes viral
latency. PLoS Pathog. 16, €1008834 (2020).

Ait-Ammar, A. et al. Inhibition of HIV-1 gene transcription by KAP1 in
myeloid lineage. Sci. Rep. 11, 2692 (2021).

The ENCODE Project Consortium. An integrated encyclopedia of DNA
elements in the human genome. Nature 489, 57-74 (2012).

Luo, Y. et al. New developments on the encyclopedia of DNA elements
(ENCODE) data portal. Nucleic Acids Res. 48, D882-D889 (2020).
Bayarsaihan, D., Makeyev, A. V. & Enkhmandakh, B. Epigenetic modulation
by TFII-I during embryonic stem cell differentiation. J. Cell. Biochem. 113,
3056-3060 (2012).

Albelda, S. M., Smith, C. W. & Ward, P. A. Adhesion molecules and
inflammatory injury. FASEB J. 8, 504-512 (1994).

Roy, S., Sen, C. K., Kobuchi, H. & Packer, L. Antioxidant regulation of phorbol
ester-induced adhesion of human Jurkat T-cells to endothelial cells. Free
Radic. Biol. Med. 25, 229-241 (1998).

Monks, C. R. F.,, Freiberg, B. A., Kupfer, H., Sciaky, N. & Kupfer, A. Three-
dimensional segregation of supramolecular activation clusters in T cells.
Nature 395, 82-86 (1998).

Douglass, A. D. & Vale, R. D. Single-molecule microscopy reveals plasma
membrane microdomains created by protein-protein networks that exclude or
trap signaling molecules in T cells. Cell 121, 937-950 (2005).

Dutta, D. et al. Recruitment of calcineurin to the TCR positively regulates T
cell activation. Nat. Immunol. 18, 196-204 (2017).

Ping, Y.-H. & Rana, T. M. DSIF and NELF interact with RNA polymerase II
elongation complex and HIV-1 Tat stimulates P-TEFb-mediated
phosphorylation of RNA polymerase II and DSIF during transcription
elongation. J. Biol. Chem. 276, 12951-12958 (2001).

Karn, J. The molecular biology of HIV latency: breaking and restoring the Tat-
dependent transcriptional circuit. Curr. Opin. HIV AIDS 6, 4-11 (2011).
Ott, M., Geyer, M. & Zhou, Q. The control of HIV transcription: keeping RNA
polymerase II on track. Cell Host Microbe 10, 426-435 (2011).

Mbonye, U. & Karn, J. Transcriptional control of HIV latency: cellular
signaling pathways, epigenetics, happenstance and the hope for a cure.
Virology 454, 328-339 (2014).

Weinberger, L. S. & Shenk, T. An HIV feedback resistor: auto-regulatory
circuit deactivator and noise buffer. PLoS Biol. 5, €9 (2006).

Razooky, B. S. & Weinberger, L. S. Mapping the architecture of the HIV-1 Tat
circuit: a decision-making circuit that lacks bistability and exploits stochastic
noise. Methods 53, 68-77 (2011).

Razooky, B. S., Pai, A., Aull, K, Rouzine, I. M. & Weinberger, L. S. A
hardwired HIV latency program. Cell 160, 990-1001 (2015).

Kim, D.-W. & Cochran, B. H. Extracellular signal-regulated kinase binds to
TFII-I and regulates its activation of the c-fos promoter. Mol. Cell. Biol. 20,
1140-1148 (2000).

Thénot, S., Henriquet, C., Rochefort, H. & Cavailles, V. Differential interaction
of nuclear receptors with the putative human transcriptional coactivator
hTIFL. J. Biol. Chem. 272, 12062-12068 (1997).

Kikuchi, M. et al. TRIM24 mediates ligand-dependent activation of androgen
receptor and is repressed by a bromodomain-containing protein, BRD7, in
prostate cancer cells. Biochimica et. Biophysica Acta (BBA) Mol. Cell Res. 1793,
1828-1836 (2009).

71. Kanno, Y. et al. Tripartite motif containing 24 acts as a novel coactivator of the
constitutive active/androstane receptor. Drug Metab. Dispos. 46, 46-52 (2018).

72. Allton, K. et al. Trim24 targets endogenous p53 for degradation. Proc. Natl
Acad. Sci. USA 106, 11612-11616 (2009).

73. Jain, A. K, Allton, K., Duncan, A. D. & Barton, M. C. TRIM24 is a p53-induced
E3-ubiquitin ligase that undergoes ATM-mediated phosphorylation and
autodegradation during DNA damage. Mol. Cell. Biol. 34, 2695-2709 (2014).

74. Yu, T. et al. Modulation of M2 macrophage polarization by the crosstalk
between Stat6 and Trim24. Nat. Commun. 10, 4353 (2019).

75. Zhu, Q. et al. TRIM24 facilitates antiviral immunity through mediating K63-
linked TRAF3 ubiquitination. J. Exp. Med. 217, €20192083 (2020).

76. Perez-Lloret, J. et al. T-cell-intrinsic Tiflo/Trim24 regulates IL-1R expression
on T g 2 cells and T p 2 cell-mediated airway allergy. Proc. Natl Acad. Sci.
USA 113, E568-E576 (2016).

77. Moranguinho, I. & Valente, S. T. Block-and-lock: new horizons for a cure for
HIV-1. Viruses 12, 1443 (2020).

78. Hashemi, P. et al. Compounds producing an effective combinatorial regimen
for disruption of HIV-1 latency. EMBO Mol. Med. 10, 160-174 (2018).

79. Durocher, Y. High-level and high-throughput recombinant protein
production by transient transfection of suspension-growing human 293-
EBNAL cells. Nucleic Acids Res. 30, 9e-99e (2002).

80. Afgan, E. et al. The Galaxy platform for accessible, reproducible and
collaborative biomedical analyses: 2018 update. Nucleic Acids Res. 46,
W537-W544 (2018).

Acknowledgements

We thank Andy Johnson and Justin Wong of the UBC Flow Cytometry Facility for
performing FACS analysis as well as for assistance with flow cytometry. We thank the
ENCODE Consortium and the Michael Snyder Lab for their work and for making the
TFII-I and TRIM24 ChIP-seq datasets publicly available. ChIP-seq analysis of ENCODE
data was performed by Stephane Flibotte of the UBC Life Sciences Institute Bioinfor-
matics Facility, supported by the UBC GREx Biological Resilience Initiative. This
research was supported by program project grant F16-01210, from the Canadian Insti-
tutes of Health Research.

Author contributions

T.M. performed the yeast-two hybrid screen that identified the TFII-I/TRIM24 inter-
action. M.D. performed the experiments described in Fig. 3 and Supplementary Fig. 5.
R.M.H. performed all other experiments. The experimental design was conceived by
RM.H. and I.S. RM.H. and LS. wrote the manuscript.

Competing interests
The authors declare no competing interests.

Additional information
Supplementary information The online version contains supplementary material
available at https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04484-z.

Correspondence and requests for materials should be addressed to Ivan Sadowski.

Peer review information Communications Biology thanks Yichuan Xiao and the other,
anonymous, reviewer(s) for their contribution to the peer review of this work. Primary
Handling Editor: Christina Karlsson Rosenthal.

Reprints and permission information is available at http://www.nature.com/reprints

Publisher’s note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in

published maps and institutional affiliations.
Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons
37 Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing,
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give
appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative
Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party
material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the
article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is not permitted by statutory
regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/
licenses/by/4.0/.

© The Author(s) 2023

COMMUNICATIONS BIOLOGY | (2023)6:86 | https://doi.org/10.1038/542003-023-04484-z | www.nature.com/commsbio


https://doi.org/10.1038/s42003-023-04484-z
http://www.nature.com/reprints
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
www.nature.com/commsbio

	TRIM24 controls induction of latent HIV-1 by�stimulating transcriptional elongation
	Results
	TFII-I is required for reactivation of HIV-1 provirus
	TFII-I interacts with TRIM24
	TRIM24 activates expression from the HIV-1 LTR
	TRIM24 is required for induction of HIV-1 provirus expression
	Interaction of TRIM24 with the HIV-1 LTR requires TFII-I
	TRIM24�stimulates HIV-1 transcriptional elongation
	Loss of TRIM24 does not cause substantial effects on LTR-associated histone modification
	Regulation of HIV-1 by TRIM24 is independent of TRIM28
	TFII-I and TRIM24 co-regulate specific subsets of cellular genes

	Discussion
	Methods
	Cell and virus culture
	shRNA knockdown
	TRIM24 knockout
	Immunoblotting and immunoprecipitation
	Chromatin immunoprecipitation
	Bio-ID assays
	Luciferase reporter assays
	Q-RT-PCR
	ChIP-seq analysis
	RNA-seq
	Cell adherence assay
	Flow cytometry
	Statistics and reproducibility

	Reporting summary
	Data availability
	References
	References
	Acknowledgements
	Author contributions
	Competing interests
	Additional information




