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Missing Data  

We assessed patterns of missing data in our analytic sample (n = 5,823). Twenty-four 
percent of the population were missing data on one of more variables of interest. Most notably, 
3% were missing data on parental death and 2% on parental separation and 21% were missing 
data on parental education. 
 We used multivariate imputation by chained equation (MICE) to impute the missing 
values for parental education, participant education, body mass index (BMI) smoking status, 
parental separation, and parental death.3 We used 100 imputations to optimize precision in our 
estimates. We also used the following auxiliary variables to further optimize estimation in the 
imputation model: parental education, participant education, race/ethnicity, gender, age at 
baseline, and smoking status.  

 

 


