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Reporting for specific materials, systems and methods

All relevant data supporting the key findings of this study are available within the main manuscript and its Supplementary Information. The processed data
generated in this study are provided in the Source Data file.
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We use the minimum number of animals necessary to achieve statistical significance (n=8 for behavioral tests / n=4 for molecular tests) based
on previous data observed using this model.
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No data were excluded.

In vivo experiments: 8 animals in each group (2 independent replicates with 4 animals each; all attempts at replication were successful)

in vitro experiments: 3 independent replicates (all attempts at replication were successful)

In vivo: there was no randomization due to pre-defined housing conditions (separeted isolators between infected and non-infeted animals).

In vitro: cell culture plates and chambers were randomly assigned at the start of each experiment.

Blinding was not possible during in vivo experiments because each experimental group of animals was housed in dedicated isolators.
However, ex vivo and in vitro analysis were blinded (an alphanumeric code was assigned to the samples).




