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According to article 8 §2 of the Belgian law on patient rights, the patient must be informed in advance about the 
purpose, the nature, the grade of urgency, the possible contra-indications as well as potential complications and 
risks of the proposed procedure. In case of transplantation, our transplant candidates sign an informed consent 
at the moment that they are listed, in which it is specifically stated that the decision to accept and transplant an 
organ is a medical decision by the physicians of the transplant team, who accept or decline the offered organ 
based on their expertise and best clinical judgement. In Belgium, no specific consent is required regarding organ 
transplantation from extended-criteria donors (e.g., donation after circulatory death, donor CMV status, donor 
HCV status, etc.).  
 
In addition, and according to article 4bis of the Belgian law on organ transplantation, it is strictly forbidden to 
communicate any donor information that could reveal to the recipient directly or indirectly the identity of the 
donor.  
 


