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APPENDIX 

 

Appendix 1. Needs assessment survey. 

 

CUA Guideline on Azoospermia: Needs assessment/semi-structured interview 

  

 CUA Guideline Committee Member:_______________ 

  

 Interviewee Demographics: 

  

  Interviewee 

#1 

Interviewee 

#2 

Practice Location    

Practice type (acad/comm)    

Years in practice     

Do you currently see outpatient consults for Infertility?    

Do you perform sperm retrievals?    

Do you perform vasectomy reversals?   

Do you refer your patients with azoospermia to another 

urologist who specializes in infertility 

  

Do you perform investigations of azoospermic men? If so 

which do you order? 
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How would you describe your current level of comfort in 

treating men with azoospermia? 

(Rate 1-5, with 1=very uncomfortable, 5=very comfortable) 

  

    

  

  

Interview Questions: 

  

1.     Have you made use of existing clinical practice guidelines on infertility (CUA, AUA, 

EAU, ASRM etc)?  If so, how helpful have these been in guiding your clinical care?  Any 

comments? 

  

Interviewee 1:  

 

Interviewee 2: 

 

  

2.     Within your current scope of practice as it relates to management of azoospermia, what 

are some topic areas where you would like to have more information and guidance (ie 

gaps in your knowledge or skills)? 

  

Interviewee 1:  

 

Interviewee 2:  

  

  

3.     What topics would you like to see addressed in the new CUA guideline on 

azoospermia? (can provide prompts to interviewee with examples such as: role of the 

urologist in doing the initial lab evaluation etc, how to optimize hormone status, surgical 

sperm retrieval, surgical reconstruction techniques for vasal or epididymal obstruction, 

sperm retrieval for men lacking ejaculation and emission) 

  

  

Interviewee 1:  

 

Interviewee 2:  
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4.   If the new CUA guideline provided evidence-based recommendations on aspects of 

azoospermia management that you do NOT currently perform (eg. hormone therapy to 

optimize non-obstructive azoospermia, surgical sperm retrieval, genetic investigations 

etc), do you think you would potentially expand the scope of your practice? 

 

Interviewee 1:  

 

Interviewee 2: 

  

   

 5.     Any other comments/suggestions? 

 

 

 

Appendix 2. Summary of judgements for cryopreservation of surgically retrieved sperm. 

 
*Note: The intervention in this table is the use of fresh sperm, while the comparison is use of 

cryopreserved sperm. 
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Appendix 3. Summary of findings for cryopreservation of surgically retrieved sperm. 
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Appendix 4A. Forest plot of adjuvant cryopreservation on live birth rates. 

 
 

Appendix 4B. Forest plot demonstrating a sensitivity analysis of adjuvant cryopreservation on 

live birth rates among studies using an intention-to-treat-like methodology. 
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Appendix 5A. Forest plot of adjuvant cryopreservation on clinical pregnancy rates. 

 
 

Appendix 5B. Forest Plot demonstrating a sensitivity analysis of adjuvant cryopreservation on 

clinical pregnancy rates among studies using an intention-to-treat-like methodology. 

 

 
 

 



Flannigan R, et al. 2023 Canadian Urological Association guideline: Evaluation and 

management of azoospermia 

 

 

 

Appendix 6. Summary of judgements for neoadjuvant varicocele repair in NOA. 

 
Note: Intervention in this table represents performing a neo-adjuvant varicocele repair in NOA, 

while the comparison represents observation of the varicocele. 
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Appendix 7. Summary of findings for neoadjuvant varicocele repair in NOA. 
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Appendix 8. Forest plot of neoadjuvant varicocele repair on live birth rate. 

 
 

Appendix 9. Forest plot of neoadjuvant varicocele repair on clinical pregnancy rate. 

 
 

Appendix 10. Forest plot of neoadjuvant varicocele repair on sperm retrieval rate. 
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Appendix 11.  Summary of judgements for neoadjuvant hormone therapy in NOA. 

 
Note: Intervention in this table represents use of neo-adjuvant hormone therapy in NOA, where 

the comparison represents no treatment with respect to hormone therapy for the purpose of 

improving semen analysis parameters alone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Flannigan R, et al. 2023 Canadian Urological Association guideline: Evaluation and 

management of azoospermia 

 

 

 

Appendix 12. Summary of findings for neoadjuvant hormone therapy in NOA. 
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Appendix 13. Forest plot of neoadjuvant hormone therapy on live birth rates. 
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Appendix 14. Forest plot of neoadjuvant hormone therapy on clinical pregnancy rates. 
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Appendix 15. Forest plot of neoadjuvant hormone therapy on sperm retrieval rates. 

 
 

 

 


