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eMethods. Study Population 

The current analysis included adults ages 18 years and older who reported a prior diagnosis of 

CVD, including stroke, coronary heart disease, angina pectoris, heart attack, or other heart disease, 

defined as any heart condition or disease. 

Since 2014, participants were asked about their use of e-cigarettes.1 To establish e‐cigarette 

use, the NHIS uses 2 questions: first, to establish ever use, the survey asks “Have you ever used an 

e‐cigarette, even one time?” and second, to establish current use among those reporting ever use, “Do 

you now use e‐cigarettes every day, some days, or not at all?” Those who responded “Yes” to the first 

question were categorized as ever e‐cigarette users, and those that responded “every day” or “some 

days” to the second question were considered current e‐cigarette users. 

Covariates: age (18-39, 40-59, ≥60), sex (male, female), race/ethnicity (Asian, Black, 

Hispanic, White), geographic region (Northeast, Midwest, South, and West), education (above high 

school, high school, below high school), family income (in reference to the federal poverty limit from 

the Census Bureau, high income, >400% of federal poverty limit, middle income, 200%-400% of 

federal poverty limit, low income, <200% of federal poverty limit), smoking status (based on smoking 

history). Former smokers were categorized as those who had quit within the past 1 year, those who had 

quit between 1 and 4 years ago, and those who had quit 4 years or more ago. 
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