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7. Statistical software 

All analyses will be conducted in R (R: a language and environment for statistical computing. R Core Team, R 

Foundation for Statistical Computing, Vienna, Austria; 2020 (https://www.R-project.org) (7). 
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Annex 5. Data sharing agreement 

DATA-SHARING AGREEMENT 

Schedule of particulars 
 

This Data-Sharing Agreement is comprised of: (i) this Schedule of Particulars; (ii) Annex I – General 

Conditions; and (iii) Annex II – Project Description (together, the “Agreement”). 

 

Pursuant to the terms of this Agreement, the Contributor hereby agrees to provide, and WHO hereby agrees 

to accept, the Data for the Purpose of Use and subject to the Restrictions on Use. 

 

In this Agreement, the following expressions have the following meanings: 

1. The " Contributor": [full legal name of your institution]; 

2. "WHO": the World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, CH-1211 Geneva 27,  Switzerland; 

3. The "Data": Any data, results and reports, unpublished or otherwise, collected during or resulting from the 

Project which are owned by the Contributor and provided by the Contributor to WHO during the term of this 

Agreement; 

4. The “Parties”: the Contributor and WHO; 

5. The "Project" as further described in Annex II; 

6. The "Purpose of Use": The Data are provided to WHO for WHO to implement the Project which is 

summarized in Annex II and for use in related materials and activities, including but not limited to WHO’s 

internal research purposes; 

7. The "Restrictions on Use": The Data shall not be used for any purpose other than the Purpose of Use; 

8. The "Term of Agreement": [Unrestricted in time]; and 

9. "Data Charges": The Data will be provided free of charge. 

 

 

 

Acknowledged and agreed: 

 

 
 

Signed for and on behalf of WHO Signed for and on behalf of the Contributor 

 

 

 

Name: 

 

 

 

Janet Diaz 

 

 

 

Name: 

Title: Lead, Clinical Management for COVID-19 
 

Title: 

Date:  Date: 
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DATA-SHARING AGREEMENT 

Annex I – General 

Conditions 

1. Use 

1.1. The Data are supplied by the Contributor to WHO solely for the Purpose of Use and 

subject to the Restrictions on Use. 

1.2. Other than for and within the Purpose of Use, the Data shall not be transferred, 

sold, offered for sale or otherwise used, without the prior written agreement of the 

Contributor. 

1.3. WHO shall only allow parties who have a need to know for the Purpose of Use and who 

are bound by similar obligations of confidentiality and restrictions on use as contained 

in this Agreement to have access to the Data. 

1.4. In implementing the Purpose of Use, WHO will: not attempt to identify or contact 

research participants included in the Data; Respect the confidentiality of the Data; and 

maintain the Data in a secure location on a password-protected, WHO-internal 

network protected by standard encoding and the WHO firewall for the duration of the 

Purpose of Use. 

2. Confidentiality 

2.1. The Data may incorporate confidential information of the Contributor. Accordingly, if 

and to the extent any such Data are clearly marked by the Contributor as 

“confidential”, WHO shall during the term of this Agreement and for a period of five 

years following its termination, treat such Data confidential and only disclose them 

under like obligations of confidentiality and restrictions on use as those contained 

herein. WHO shall be deemed to have fulfilled its obligations, if it exercises at least the 

same degree of care in maintaining confidentiality as it would in protecting its own 

confidential information. 

2.2. However, the above mentioned obligations of confidentiality shall not apply to Data 

which: 

(i) can be shown to have been known to WHO at the time of its acquisition from 

the Contributor; (ii) are acquired from a third party, not in breach of any obligation of 

confidentiality to the Contributor; (iii) are independently devised or arrived at by, on 

behalf of, or for WHO without access to the Information; or (iv) enter the public domain 

otherwise than by breach of the undertakings set out in this Agreement. 

3. Rights 

3.1. Except for the rights explicitly granted to WHO hereunder, nothing contained in 

this Agreement shall be construed as conveying any rights under any patents or other 

intellectual property which either party may have or may hereafter obtain. 

3.2. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall restrict the Contributor's right to sell, 

transfer, assign or distribute the Data to any other person for commercial or non-

commercial purposes. 

4. Publications 

4.1. Subject to the Contributor’s proprietary rights, the results obtained through use of the 

Data within the Purpose of Use may be published by WHO and/or parties collaborating 

with WHO. In order to avoid prejudice to the Contributor’s proprietary rights, WHO shall 

transmit any material intended to be published or relevant portions thereof, to the 

Contributor under confidential cover for review at least ten days prior to its submission 

to any editor, publisher, referee or meeting organizer. In absence of any objection by 
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the Contributor within that thirty-day period concerning prejudice to its proprietary 

rights, the publication may proceed, provided, however, that the Contributor shall be 

duly acknowledged in such publication. 

4.2. WHO will prepare manuscript(s) of the results of the Purpose of Use for publication, 

pursuant to the terms of the applicable protocol, and publish such manuscripts 

pursuant to WHO’s rules and regulations, including its policy on open access, as 

contained at: http://www.who.int/about/policy/en/. WHO may further use the results 

of the Purpose of Use to update relevant WHO recommendations and develop any 

guidelines, including publication thereof, and may further publish those results. 

4.3. If a manuscript of the Research Activities is submitted for publication, WHO will in all 

events retain the Data until the peer review process is completed, and then for one 

year after publication to ensure sufficient time to address any required responses to the 

findings (e.g., letters to the editor). 

4.4. WHO will ensure that all publications relating to the Data will appropriately 

acknowledge WHO, the Contributor, and all other entities contributing data to the 

publication. 

5. Undertakings of the Contributor 

5.1. The Contributor represents and warrants that: It has obtained all rights and permissions 

necessary to transfer the Data to WHO and for WHO to implement the Purpose of Use 

and all other activities relating to the Data as described herein; The Data have been 

collected from clinical trials, observational studies, or surveillance systems that have 

been conducted in accordance with all applicable laws. 

5.2. Prior to transmitting the Data to WHO, the Contributor will: Verify whether approval 

from their local/relevant Ethics Review Committee is required for the use of the Data 

for the Purpose of Use, and if that approval is required, obtain it; and Anonymize all 

participant-level data in the Data, pursuant to agreed standards, to remove all 

information in the Data that could be used to identify research participants. 

5.3. The Contributor will transmit the Data to WHO securely, using secure file transfer 

protocol. 

5.4. The Contributor will avoid providing to WHO any information relating to the Data or the 

Research Activities that relates to a natural person, which, either directly or indirectly, 

in combination with other information available or likely to be available to WHO, can 

identify such natural person. 

5.5. The Contributor makes no warranty of the fitness of the Data for any particular purpose 

or any other warranty, either express or implied. However, to the best of the 

Contributor’s knowledge, the use of the Data within the Purpose of Use shall not infringe 

on the proprietary rights of any third party. 

5.6. WHO agrees that (except as may explicitly be provided in this Agreement) the 

Contributor has no control over the use that is made of the Data by WHO or parties 

collaborating with WHO in accordance with the terms of this Agreement. Consequently, 

WHO agrees that the Contributor shall not be liable for such use. 

6. Other Matters 

6.1. Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted as establishing a partnership between 

the parties or establishing one party as the agent of the other or conferring a right on 

one party to bind the other, except as may be specifically set out herein. 

6.2. Without the prior written approval of the other Party, neither Party shall, in any 

statement or material of an advertising or promotional nature, refer to this Agreement 

or the relationship between the Parties, or use the name (or any abbreviation thereof) 

and/or emblem of the other Party. 
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6.3. Any dispute relating to the interpretation or application of this Agreement shall, 

unless amicably settled, be subject to conciliation. In the event of failure of the latter, 

the dispute shall be settled by arbitration. The arbitration shall be conducted in 

accordance with the modalities to be agreed upon by the parties or, in the absence of 

agreement, with the rules of arbitration of the International Chamber of Commerce. The 

Parties shall accept the arbitral award as final. 

6.4. Nothing contained herein shall be construed as a waiver of any of the privileges and 

immunities enjoyed by WHO under national or international law and/or as submitting 

WHO to any national court or jurisdiction. 

6.5. This Agreement sets forth the entire understanding between the parties and supersedes 

any prior agreements, written or verbal related to the Data. It shall only be capable of 

change by written amendment executed by duly authorized officers of the Parties. 
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DATA-SHARING 

AGREEMENT 

Annex II – Project 

Description 
 

Oxygen requirements and approaches to respiratory support in patients with COVID-19 in 

low- and  

middle-income countries: an observational study. 

 

Background: The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted, more than ever, the acute need for 

scale up of oxygen therapy. WHO has provided an inventory tool to quantify facility-level 

provision of infrastructure to deliver oxygen therapy. However, data on the use of oxygen 

therapy at the patient-level remains lacking.   

 

Population studied: Suspected or confirmed COVID-19 patients receiving oxygen therapy. 

 

Study design: We propose to conduct an observational study of patients with suspected or 

confirmed COVID-19 receiving oxygen therapy. Basic information and risk factor information 

will be collected from participants. Participants will be followed for 7 days or until outcome 

(hospital discharge or death). 

 

Outcomes and analyses: Determination of the person-time on specific respiratory modalities 

(nasal cannula, face mask, Venturi, NRB, HFNC, CPAP, BiPAP, invasive mechanical ventilation); 

Proportion of patients on each respiratory modality; Facility oxygen supply metrics; Outcome 

of patient as measured by WHO clinical progression scale, censored at 30 days. 

 

Please refer to the specific protocol and relevant documents (questionnaire, health care 

facility questionnaire). For questions contact: covidrespstudy@who.int 
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