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Correspondence

Chimpanzee urethral meningococci

Balanite chronique 24 plasmocytes de Zoon.
Exposé de deux cas

Les caractéres cliniques et histopathologiques de deux
cas de balanite 4 plasmocytes chronique de Zoon sont
décrites. Cette entité doit prendre place dans le diagnostic
différentiel des plaies chroniques de la verge.

To the Editor of the British Journal of Venereal Diseases

SirR—Reports on the isolation of Neisseria meningitidis
from the cervix (Keys, Hecht, and Chow, 1971), and
from the male urethra (Carpenter and Charles, 1942;
Volk and Kraus, 1973 ; Holmes, 1972; Wende, 1972)
raise questions as to the source of the meningococci
and their isolation from the genital tract. We have
recently recorded an observation relating to this
subject in chimpanzees.

Our laboratory is currently studying experimental
gonococcal urethritis in chimpanzees (Lucas,
Chandler, Martin, and Schmale, 1971 ; Brown, Lucas,
and Kuhn, 1972). Cultures were obtained from the
nasopharynx, rectum, urethra, and/or cervix of
these animals twice weekly. One male chimpanzee
has been a chronic nasopharyngeal carrier of
meningococci for 52 weeks. This animal frequently
engages in self oral-genital contact, and on three
occasions, meningococci were isolated from his
urethra, Rectal cultures have been continuously
negative for meningococci.

The meningococci isolated from the nasopharynx
and the urethra both grew well on Thayer-Martin
selective medium (Martin, Billings, Hackney, and
Thayer, 1967). Both produced acid without gas in
glucose and maltose, but were negative in mannitol,
lactose, sucrose, and laevulose; both were negative
for B-D-galactosidase activity on o-nitrophenyl-p-D-
galactopyranoside (ONPG), and neither could be
grouped.

These findings are compatible with the hypothesis
that the urethral and nasopharyngeal meningococci
could be the same organism, and implies that
nasopharyngeal meningococci were transmitted to
the genital tract by fellatio.

Yours faithfully,
W. JERRY BROWN, S. J. KrAUS, AND R. J. ARKO

VENEREAL DISEASE RESEARCH UNIT,

CENTER FOR DISEASE CONTROL,

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE,
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30333, U.S.A.

Fuly, 1972
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