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Fig.1  Flowchart of study selection. 

 

From:  Page MJ, McKenzie JE, Bossuyt PM, Boutron I, Hoffmann TC, Mulrow CD, et al. The PRISMA 2020 statement: an updated 
guideline for reporting systematic reviews. BMJ 2021;372:n71. doi: 10.1136/bmj.n71 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Records identified from: 
Databases (n =2205) 
 
MEDLINE (n=508)  
CENTRAL (n=156) 
EMBASE (n=1529) 
Other database(n=12) 

Records removed before screening: 
Records marked as not matching titles and 
abstracts (n =361) 
Records removed for reviews, letters, case 
reports, guidelines, meta analyses,study 
protocols and others (n =314) 
Duplicate records removed  (n =1385) 
 

Records screened 
(n =145) 

Records excluded： 

Irrelevant subjects (n = 17) 
Not matched study design (n=14) 
Non-English (n=2) 

 

Records assessed for eligibility 
(n =112) 

Records excluded: 
Ongoing projects (n=9) 
Case reports (n=9) 
Review or meta analysis  (n =17) 
Repetitive publication of  one study (n=6) 
Preoperative therapy for metastatic NSCLC (n=4) 
Incomplete data for analysis (n=14) 

Publications included in quantitative 
analysis (meta analysis) 

(n =53)  
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Prospective publications 
for meta analysis 

(n = 36) 

Retrospective publications 
for meta analysis 

(n =17) 


