
Search strategy:  

PubMed: n=516; ("radiofrequency ablation" OR "radiofrequency neurotomy" OR " 

radiofrequency lesioning" OR " radiofrequency neurolysis" OR "radiofrequency 

ablation" OR "radiofrequency denervation" OR "injection" OR "joint fusion") AND 

(("sacroiliac" OR "SI Joint" OR "sacroiliac region" OR "pelvic girdle") AND 

("sacroiliitis" OR "sacroiliac joint pathology" OR "sacroiliac pain" OR "sacroiliac 

syndrome" OR "sacroiliac joint disease" OR "back pain")) 

 
 

WoS: n=521; TS= ("radiofrequency ablation" OR "radiofrequency neurotomy" OR " 

radiofrequency lesioning" OR " radiofrequency neurolysis" OR "radiofrequency 

ablation" OR "radiofrequency denervation" OR "injection" OR "joint fusion") AND 

TS=("sacroiliac" OR "SI Joint" OR "sacroiliac region" OR "pelvic girdle") AND 

TS=("sacroiliitis" OR "sacroiliac joint pathology" OR "sacroiliac pain" OR "sacroiliac 

syndrome" OR "sacroiliac joint disease" OR "back pain") 

 
 

 

Scopus: n=842; TITLE-ABS-KEY ("radiofrequency ablation" OR "radiofrequency 

neurotomy" OR "radiofrequency lesioning" OR "radiofrequency neurolysis" OR 

"radiofrequency ablation" OR "radiofrequency denervation" OR "injection" OR "joint 

fusion") AND (TITLE-ABS-KEY ("sacroiliac" OR "SI Joint" OR "sacroiliac region" 

OR "pelvic girdle") AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ("sacroiliitis" OR "sacroiliac joint 

pathology" OR "sacroiliac pain" OR "sacroiliac syndrome" OR "sacroiliac joint 

disease" OR "back pain")) 

 
 



Cochrane: n=35; 

 

 

 

 

 

Comparison-adjusted funnel plot for the PI (A) and QoL (B); (A) conservative therapy; 

(B) cooled radiofrequency; (C) thermal radiofrequency; (D) pulsed radiofrequency; (E) 

Injection; (E) Fusion. 

 



 

 

 

Fit side-splitting model to explore inconsistency. Upper is estimated in pain intensity 

model, lower is estimated in QoL model. 

 

 

 
 

To evaluate the inconsistency separately in each closed loop of networks of 

interventions using loop-specific approach. 

 

 

 

 



Sensitivity analysis 
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