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Challenge and transmission study: Power-analysis, animal group size determined to allow with 8 transmission pairs statistical significance with
an alpha = 0.05 and power = 95%, if a difference of 75% in transmission was observed between the conditions. Experiments were performed
with n=6 due to the public health emergency posed by the first emergence of Omicron. VOC comparison study: Data was collected in the
framework of another study and sample size was based on power analysis: difference of >50% in virus neutralizing titers, with =0.05 and
power = 80%.

Only sequencing data was included that passed quality control (e.g., subgenomic RNA copies >10/rxn). No additional data was excluded.

Animal study was done n=6 per group or n=3, representing biological replicates. For the in vitro assays n = 8, repeated twice. All replications
were successful.

Animals were randomly assigned to groups. Analysis were performed on data collected from these animals. Additional confounders such as
sex were not controlled for. All animals had roughly the same age and weight.

Data acquisition and analysis were blinded.
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