
Date:_______________________            Observer:____________________________ 

Human Rights Defender Project: Court Observation Form 
General 

1. Last 3 digits of A#:_____________

2. Immigration Judge              

�� Government Attorney�1DPH: _______________________

 Yes��LQ�SHUVRQ  No �� Was the GHWDLQHH represented?

D� If yes, what type of attorn        ey"����������Private ������Non-private (NGO/volunteer)        ������Unknown 

�� 'HWDLQHH’s country of origin: ________________BBBBBBBBBBBB

�� *HQGHU

�� Type of hearing (if more than one, check both):

������Unknown  Bond       ����Continued Bond     ,QLWLDO�5HPRYDO�+HDULQJ�����������Continued 5HPRYDO�+HDULQJ�

��. Estimate English fluency of detainee: �����Fluent �����Proficient   �����Very little/none 

��� Was an interpreter used?  Not needed  �����Physical interpreter �����Phone interpreter  �����No interpreter available

���:ere there any technical issues with interpretation? (hearing/equipment issues, phone was dropped etc.)  If yes, pleasH

describe: BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Criminal History 

1�. Was a criminal history mentioned by either the court or lawyers? If so, list what you can.  Please indicate if charge is

pending��FRQYLFWLRQ��GURSSHG��RU�DFTXLWWHG�� ________________________________________BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

_________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

<HV��E\�SKRQH

��� :DV�WKHUH�DQ\�PHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�5HVSRQGHQW�KDYLQJ�DQ\�PHQWDO�KHDOWK�LVVXHV"��,I�\HV��GHVFULEH�ZKDW�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�

whether the Judge or the court required ICE to do anything� or if the Judge indicated WKH\ would try to have an attorney�take�the

case: _______________________________________________________________________________________BBBBB

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

��� Do you think Respondent may have a mental health issue�RU�FRJQLWLYH�LPSDLUPHQW? If so, why?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________

0HQWDO�+HDOWK

���������������0DOH����������� )HPDOH�����������

        

7UDQVJHQGHU�DQG�RU�QRQ�ELQDU\

���������

Bond Hearings – skip if no bond hearing ZDV requested or conducted 

��� :DV�ERQG�DJUHHG�EHWZHHQ�SDUWLHV�SULRU�WR�KHDULQJ"�,I�\HV��VNLS�UHPDLQLQJ�%RQG�TXHVWLRQV <HV���BBBBBB 1R

�� 'RHV�WKH�GHWDLQHH�KDYH�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�86"
Language 

<HV�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�������� 1R

�� 'HWDLQHH
V�HQWU\�GDWH�OHQJWK�RI�WLPH�LQ�WKH�86��LI�NQRZQ���BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

5HYLVHG�-XO\�����

��� 'HWDLQHH
V�SUHIHUUHG�ODQJXDJH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB



��.�Were pleadings taken?� ����������Yes� ����No���

����Did the detainee ask to be ordered removed?  �����Yes �����No, asked for continuance �����No, asked for relief

��� If the detainee requested relief, what type of relief?  (includes application formV�

___

Adjustment of Status        

___

____

____ 

�42A (LPR) Cancellation  

___

42B (non-LPR) Cancellation 

___

Voluntary Departure ,�����Withholding of Removal

���

___

��� 'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKH�-XGJH�WUHDWHG�HYHU\RQH�LQ�FRXUW�ZLWK�UHVSHFW"
�����Yes     �����No (GHWDLQHH was not represented) 

____

No (GHWDLQHH had an attorney)
2�. Did the Judge take time to answer questions?

____

Yes

____

No

___

��� 'LG the detainee’s attorney interact with the client? Yes     �No�����'HWDLOV��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

����Yes �����No�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________�
��� Did the detainee have supporters in Court for them?

�����Other supporters �����Couldn’t tell �����None �����Family 

��. How long did the hearing last? �����less than 5 minutes         5-10 minutes �10+ minutes 

Additional notes:�BBB___________________________________________________________________________________�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB�

___________________________________________________________________________________________________BBB

Case Referral (if so, please see appropriate online form     ): �����For representation             �����Official complaint 

Removal Hearings���VNLS�LI�QR�UHPRYDO�KHDULQJV�ZHUH�FRQGXFWHG

��� Did the Judge order removal/deportation?
��� 'LG�WKH�-XGJH�RUGHU�D�FRQWLQXDQFH"

2YHUDOO�,PSUHVVLRQV

8�YLVD�RU�7�YLVD

�'LG�WKH�-XGJH�WDNH�WLPH�WR�H[SODLQ�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJ��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�WKH�GHWDLQHH�ZDV�QRW�UHSUHVHQWHG�"

��� 'LG�WKH�GHWDLQHH
V�DWWRUQH\�SURYLGH�JRRG�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�FOLHQW"
��� Did the detainee appear to be engaged in the process? If no, why not?

<HV 1R�

������<HV� ��1R��'LG�WKH�-XGJH�JUDQW�9ROXQWDU\�'HSDUWXUH"� �������<HV�������1R�
<HV��QH[W�KHDULQJ�GDWH��BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB� 1R

,�����$V\OXP
,�����&RQYHQWLRQ�$JDLQVW�7RUWXUH��&$7�

2WKHU�XQVXUH�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

Yes No

��� &RPPHQWV�DERXW�WKH�-XGJH��GHPHDQRU��DWWLWXGH��UHVSHFWIXOQHVV��SDWLHQFH��HWF����BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
��� Was the government attorney respectful during the proceedings? �<HV 1R�
___________________________________________________________________________________________BBBBBBBB�

����Yes, $__________ �����No 

����������Yes���������������1R��FRQWLQXDQFH��������������1R��ZLWKGUHZ�ERQG�UHTXHVW

D� If bond was requested, did the Judge grant it?

��� Was bond requested"

E� If bond was denied, why�����? 

L� Did DHS reserve appeal? �������Yes ��������No 

��Ineligible�PDQGDWRU\�GHWHQWLRQ �����“danger to society”  “flight risk”

1�.
2WKHU�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB

:KDW�IDFWRUV��LI�DQ\��ZHUH�PHQWLRQHG�LQ�JUDQWLQJ�ERQG"�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB�

%RQG���FRQWLQXHG
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