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ABSTRACT

Soybean (Glycine max IL.I Merr.) leaves have been shown to contain
three forms of nitrate reductase (NR). Two of the forms, which are
present in leaves of wild-type (cv. Williams) plants grown in the absence
of NO3-, are termed constitutive and designated c,NR and c2NR. The
third form, which is present in N03-grown mutant (nrj) plants lacking
the constitutive forms, is termed inducible and designated iNR. Samples
of cjNR, c2NR, and iNR obtained from appropriately treated plants were
analyzed for the presence of partial activities, response to inhibitors, and
ability to complement a barley NR which lacks the molybdenum cofactor
(MoCo) but is otherwise active.

The three forms were similar to most assimilatory NR enzymes in that
they (a) exhibited NADH-cytochrome c reductase, reduced flavin mono-
nucleotide-NR, and reduced methyl viologen-NR partial activities; (b)
were inhibited by p-hydroxymercuribenzoate at the site of initial electron
transport through each enzyme; (c) were more inhibited by CN- in their
reduced enzyme state as compared with their oxidized state; and (d)
complemented a MoCo-defective NR ( e.g. contained cofactors with char-
acteristics similar to the MoCo found in barley NR and commercial
xanthine oxidase). However, among themselves, they showed dissimilar-
ities in their response to treatment with HC03- and CN-, and in their
absolute ability to complement the barley NR. The site of effect for these
treatments was the terminal cofactor-containing portion of each enzyme.
This indicated that, although a terminal cofactor (presumably a MoCo)
was present in each form, structural or conformational differences existed
in the terminal cofactor-protein complex of each form.

Assimilatory NR3 from higher plants has been characterized
as a flavin- and heme-containing molybdoenzyme which cata-
lyzes several partial reactions (NADH-Cyt c reductase, reduced
flavin-NR, MV°-NR) in addition to the NAD(P)H-NR reaction
(7, 9). The NADH-Cyt c reductase (diaphorase) activity, associ-
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ated with the site of initial electron transfer through the enzyme,
is inhibited by mercurial agents (pCMB, pHMB) whereas cyanide
(CN-) inhibits the terminal reduced flavin- and MV°-NR activ-
ities associated with the MoCo (7, 9, 15). The MoCo is a
molybdenum-molybdopterin complex (16).

Analysis of soybean NR began with Evans and Nason (8) and
Nicholas and Nason (25), who showed that pHMB and CN-
inhibited activity and that a flavin and Mo were NR constituents
in the partially purified fractions. Jolly et al. (17) and Campbell
(5), later separated and biochemically characterized two NR
forms thus making it difficult to interpret the older experiments
where isozymes were not identified. The NAD(P)H:NR was
much less sensitive to CN- inhibition than the NADH:NR (17).
During this period, Harper ( 11) and Lahav et al. (19) demonstra-
ted the presence of NR activity in leaves of soybean grown
without NO3-. A mutant plant (nr,), which lacked this non-
NO3-induced or cNR activity but retained NO3-induced activ-
ity, was later isolated (22, 28). The cNR and iNR activities were
shown to be under different genetic control and therefore iso-
zymes (for review, see Harper et al. [14]). Tungstate, an analog
of molybdate, was shown to inhibit iNR but not cNR activity
(2, 13, 18). This finding caused Aslam (2) to suggest that Mo
may not be required for cNR activity.
The relationship of the biochemically defined (NADPH:NR

and NADH:NR) and the physiologically and genetically defined
(cNR and iNR) activities remained obscure until recently. Streit
et al. (32) demonstrated the presence of three NR forms; one
inducible (iNR) and two constitutive (c,NR, c2NR) forms. Robin
et al. (27) and Streit et al. (32) have immunologically and
kinetically shown c,NR to be identical to NADPH:NR. The
c2NR had characteristics similar to the cNR activity described
by Nelson et al. (23), while iNR was similar to the NO3-
inducible NADH:NR found in all higher plants (32). The rela-
tionship between NADPH:NR and c,NR linked the CN- and
tungstate inhibition observations and further suggested that the
MoCo of this form was altered. In addition, since c2NR was the
form characterized in crude extracts (18, 23, 32), and crude
extracts were assayed for tungstate inhibition (2), the presence of
a normal MoCo in this form was also questionable.
The purpose of this study was to further characterize the three

purified soybean NR forms in terms of partial activities and
response to pHMB and CN-. In addition, the state ofthe terminal
moiety (present, absent, or altered MoCo) of each form was
determined by inhibitor and complementation analyses.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Soybean Plant Growth, Enzyme Extraction, and Purification.
Procedures were as described by Streit et al. (32) except that the
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Table I. Reaction Mix Composition,for NAD(P)H-NR AssaYs, for Each Purified Sovbean NR Form, Ruin in
the Presence ofpHMB

Further details are given in "Materials and Methods."
Volume of Stock
Solution used in Stock Solution Constituents for Each NR Form

Assay

Al cjNR c2NR iNR
300 125 mm K+-phosphate 125 mm K+-phosphate 125 mm K+-phosphate

(pH 6.5), 33 mM (pH 6.5), 17 mM (pH 7.5), 17 mM
KNO3 KNO3 KNO3

62.5 2 mg NADPH/ml of 2 mg NADH/ml of 10 2 mg NADH/ml of 10
10 mm NaHCO3 mM NaHCO3 (pH mM NaHCO3 (pH
(pH 8.5) 8.5) 8.5)

62.5 Inhibitor in 14 mM NaOH and 10 mm NaHCO3 (pH 8.5)
50 Enzyme diluted (10x) with solution containing 100 mM phosphate, 1 mM

EDTA, 1 mm DTT, 7 jM FAD, final pH 7.4

extraction mixture casein concentration was 0.5% (w/v) and
protease inhibitors (0.4 mg leupeptin, 4 mg Na-p-tosyl-L-lysine
chloromethylketone [TLCK], 0.4 mg pepstatin A, and 70 mg
phenylmethylsulfonylfluoride [PMSF] per 400 ml) were added
to the NAD(P)H-containing buffers for elution of enzyme from
blue sepharose. Where pertinent, the extent of purification and
specific activities (one unit = 1 Mmol product - min-') for the NR
forms are noted in figure and table legends.

Partial Activity Analyses. The NAD(P)H-NR activities were
measured under the optimal conditions for each NR form as
described by Streit et al. (32). The FMNH2-NR activities were
measured as described by Nelson et al. (23) modified as follows.
The assay medium contained 25 mM K+-phosphate and NO3- at
the pH and concentration, respectively, determined to be optimal
for each NR form during NAD(P)H-NR assays (32). In addition,
the assay medium contained 0.5 mM NaHCO3 (pH 8.5) in place
of K2CO3, 0.1 ml enzyme, and the reaction was started by
addition of0.05 ml Na2S204 (0.697 g/50 ml of 10 mm NaHCO3,
pH 8.5). The final assay volume was 1 ml and, after oxidation
ofthe FMNH2, 0.1 ml ofzinc acetate was added. The NAD(P)H-
Cyt c reductase (diaphorase) activities were measured as de-
scribed by Wray and Filner (33) except that the assay mixture
pH was 7.0 and the final assay volume was 0.5 ml. Activity was
calculated using the difference extinction coefficient (20.5 mM-'
cm-' at 550 nm) noted by Nelson et al. (23). The MV°-NR
activities were measured by the same procedure described above
for FMNH2-NR activities with the following modifications. The
FMN was replaced with 0.33 mM MV and the Na2S204 stock
solution was 0.5 g/50 ml of 10 mM NaHCO3 (pH 8.5).

Inhibitor Analyses. The NAD(P)H-NR assays performed in
the presence ofpHMB, were run under the conditions described
in Table I. For determination of activities in the presence of 10.5
,LM DTT, stored enzyme preparations containing 1 mm DTT
were diluted with solution lacking DTT. The reaction was ter-
minated after 15 min by addition of 0.1 ml of 1 M zinc acetate.
After centrifugation, 375 IAI of supematant was reacted with 125
,ul of 78 Mm PMS for 30 min. Nitrite was determined by modifi-
cation of the procedure of Hageman and Hucklesby (10) with
sequential additions of 250 Ml 0.5% (w/v) sulfanilic acid in 0.75
N HCI and 250 pl 0.01% (w/v) N-l-napthylethylenediamine
dihydrochloride. The above procedure was modified as follows
for determination of the NAD(P)H-NR and MV°-NR activities
in the presence of 50 gM pHMB. Enzyme was diluted with
solution containing 5 mM phosphate and no DTT. The KNO3-
containing stock solution for c,NR assays contained 170 mm
KNO3. For the MVO-NR assays, NAD(P)H was replaced with
37.5 MI MV (4 mg/ml deionized H20) and 25 Ml of Na2S204
(13.2 mg/ml of 10 mm NaHCO3 [pH 8.5]). The reaction was

started with Na2S204 and stopped by vortexing to oxidize the
MV° (no zinc acetate was added).
Cyanide inhibition assays were run by modification of the

procedure outlined in Table I and the above paragraph (through
NO2- determination). Phosphate and KNO3 were made as sep-
arate stock solutions and the reaction mixtures contained 270 IId
28 mm K+-phosphate and 30 ,l of either 170 mM (iNR, c2NR)
or 330 mm (c,NR) KNO3. Cyanide stock solutions were made
in the absence ofNaOH. Assays were started either directly with
enzyme or, after a 5 min prereduction treatment of enzyme in
the presence of NAD(P)H and KCN, with KNO3. After 12 min
the reaction was stopped with 50 ,l zinc acetate.
Complementation Analysis. Complementation experiments

were run as described by Narayanan et al. (21) with the following
modifications. Mutant (nar2a) barley (Hordeum vulgare L.) seed
were germinated and grown at 14 to 1W6C and watered daily with
0.5X basic nutrient solution containing 15 mm' NaNO3 (12).
Two days before harvest the NO3- concentration was increased
to 17.5 mm. Seedlings were harvested at 7 d after planting. The
purified soybean NR forms and commercial xanthine oxidase
(Grade III, Sigma Chemical Co.4) were diluted to 0.25X and 30
Mg/ml, respectively, with the phosphate buffer. After heat treat-
ment, the MoCo sources (soybean NR forms and xanthine
oxidase) were used, without centrifugation, for complementa-
tion.

Protein. Protein was determined by the method of Bradford
(3) with BSA as a protein standard.

RESULTS
Each purified NR form (iNR, c1NR, c2NR) exhibited its

expected preference for either NADH or NADPH as well as the
partial activities (FMNH2-NR, MV°-NR, NADH-Cyt c reduc-
tase) normally associated with higher plant NR (Table II). The
partial activities were consistently highest for c1NR and iNR
followed by c2NR when compared with their respective maxi-
mum NAD(P)H-NR activities. Caution is advised in comparing
partial activities of one NR form against that of another since
(a) the assays were optimized, with saturating substrates and
optimal pH, for NAD(P)H-NR activity and not for partial activ-
ities and (b) the three preparations used may have contained
different amounts of partially inactivated enzyme.
Treatment with pHMB resulted in similar inhibition of the

three NR forms and the effect could be prevented by increasing

4Mention of a trademark, vendor, or proprietory product does not
constitute a guarantee or warranty of the vendor or product by the
United States Department ofAgriculture, and does not imply its approval
to the exclusion of other vendors or products that may also be suitable.
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Table II. NAD(P)H-NR and Partial Activities ofPuirified Soybean LeafNitrate Reductase Forms
Data are means of two replicates ± SD with three parallel determinations. Cyt c reductase assays did not

have parallel determinations.

NR Nitrate Reductase Cyt c Reductase
Form NADH NADPH FMNH2 MVO NADH NADPH

units mg-' protein
iNR 9.3±0.1 0.7±0.1 12.2±0.0 12.8±0.4 300±24 24± 12
c,NR 3.8 ± 0.4 5.8 ± 0.2 7.8 ± 1.6 7.3 ± 0.4 444 ± 24 468 ± 36
c2NR 9.4±0.2 2.4±0.3 4.3± 1.4 4.6±0.3 216± 12 96±24

4 5 t 3 4 5 t 3
ccntrcl contrd

LOS OF pHMB CONCENTRATION(nM)

FIG. 1. Effect of various pHMB concentrations on NAD(P)H-NR
activities of purified soybean leaf nitrate reductase forms. Enzymes were

purified through hydroxylapatite (iNR) or blue sepharose (c,NR, c2NR).
Relative to iNR, hydroxylapatite- and blue sepharose-purified c,NR and
c2NR responded similarly to pHMB (data not shown) and saturation of
c,NR with KNO3 did not significantly alter its response to pHMB (data
not shown). The DTT assay mixture concentrations were 105 AM (O)
and 10.5 AM (0). Specific activities (units/mg protein) for control assays
in presence of 105 yM and 10.5 AM DTT, respectively, were 1.0 and 0.9
(iNR), 0.16 and 0.14 (c,NR), and 0.28 and 0.28 (c2NR). Data are means
of two replicates ± SD. The SD was within the data point if not shown.

the concentration ofDTT (Fig. 1). Crude extracts from leaves of
urea-grown wild-type and N03--grown nr1 plants were inhibited
by pHMB in a manner similar to that displayed by the purified
enzymes (24). The major site ofpHMB inhibition was associated
with initial electron transfer through the purified enzymes (e.g.
from NAD(P)H to Cyt c) since an almost complete inhibition of
NAD(P)H-NR activity by pHMB resulted in no more than a
40% decrease in MV°-NR activity (Table III). Thus all forms,
whether in purified or crude states, have sulfhydryl sites which
react with pHMB leading to blockage of initial electron transfer
through the enzymes.
Cyanide differentially inhibited the three NR forms with iNR

being most susceptible followed by c2NR and c,NR, respectively
(Fig. 2, filled symbols). Crude extracts of leaves from urea-grown

wild-type and N03--grown nr, plants mimicked c2NR and iNR,
respectively, in their response to CN- (24). The site of CN-
inhibition was the terminal moiety of the purified enzymes since
diaphorase (NADH-Cyt c reductase) activity was uninhibited in
the presence of 76 AM KCN (24). Another inhibitor, HCO3-,
which also affects the terminal site of electron transfer by com-

peting with NO3 (23), also affected the purified cNR forms
differently than the iNR form. The two cNR forms were com-
pletely inhibited by a 50 mM K2CO3 concentration while iNR
was unaffected. These results, using two different inhibitors,
support the concept that the terminal moieties of c,NR, c2NR,
and iNR differ physically (structurally and/or conformationally)
from one another.
To further investigate for an altered MoCo in the two cNR

forms, all forms (iNR, c1NR, and c2NR) were prereduced with
NAD(P)H in the presence of KCN and absence of NO3-. (Cya-
nide inhibits binding to the reduced form of the Mo in Chlorella
NR [29, 30]). A 5 min prereduction treatment resulted in a

greater decrease in activity for each NR form compared with the
nonreduced controls (Fig. 2, open and closed symbols, respec-
tively). This indicated the presence of a MoCo in each soybean
NR form (prereduction affects all forms), but that the environ-
ment around the MoCo was different for each form (differential
effect of CN- without prereduction). The iNR response to CN-
was similar to that displayed by most NRs.

Support for the hypothesis that the MoCo was present but that
the environment around it was different for each NR was ob-
tained through complementation experiments between the pur-
ified soybean NR forms and the barley MoCo deficient mutant,
nar2a (Table IV). All of the heat-treated purified NR forms, as
well as commercial xanthine oxidase, released a factor which was
able to complement the barley apoprotein. Among theNR forms,
c,NR had the greatest percent of units which complemented.
Analysis, by starch gel electrophoresis, for contamination of the
purified NR forms by other MoCo-containing enzymes such as
xanthine oxidase and dehydrogenase, indicated a maximum
contamination of 1.25% ofthe complementing activity displayed
by commercial xanthine oxidase (24; Table IV). This amount of
contamination cannot account for the high levels ofcomplemen-

Table III. Effect of50 MMpHMB on NAD(P)H- and MV°-NR Activities ofPurified Soybean LeafNitrate
Reductase Forms

Pyridine nucleotide electron donors were NADH, NADPH, and NADH for iNR, c,NR, and c2NR,
respectively. The DTT concentration was 10 gM or less during assays. Enzymes were purified through
hydroxylapatite. Specific activities (units/mg protein) for NAD(P)H- and MV0-NR activities, respectively, in
the absence of pHMB, were 1.4 and 0.9 (iNR), 1.6 and 0.6 (c,NR), and 2.2 and 0.6 (c2NR). Data are means
of two replicates ± SD.

NR NAD(P)H-NR MV°-NR+pHMB/-pHMB +pHMB/-pHMBForm -pHMB +pHMB -pHMB +pHMB

units x 102_m1-' % units x 102.m1' %
iNR 1.70 ± 0.14 0.09 ± 0.01 5 1.16 ± 0.08 0.78 ± 0.09 67
c,NR 1.79 ± 0.04 0.18 ± 0.01 10 0.66 ± 0.02 0.60 ± 0.07 91
c2NR 2.28 ± 0.24 0.07 ± 0.03 3 0.63 ± 0.05 0.38 ± 0.06 60
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FIG. 2. Effect of various KCN concentrations on NAD(P)H-NR ac-
tivities of purified soybean leaf nitrate reductase forms. Enzymes were
purified through hydroxylapatite (iNR, c,NR) or blue sepharose (c2NR).
Relative to iNR and c,NR, hydroxylapatite- and blue sepharose-purified
c2NR showed no difference in response to KCN (data not shown), and
saturation of c,NR with KNO3 did not significantly alter its response to
KCN (data not shown). Assays were started either by addition ofenzyme
(@) or by addition of KNO3 after 5 min preincubation of enzymes with
NAD(P)H and KCN (0). Specific activities (units/mg protein) for control
assays with and without preincubation, respectively, were 0.22 and 0.28
(iNR), 1.23 and 1.21 (c,NR), and 0.33 and 0.33 (c2NR). Data are means
of three replicates ± SD. The SD was within the data point if not shown.

Table IV. Complementation Analysis between MoCo Donors (Purified
Soybean NR Forms and Commercial Xanthine Oxidase) and

Apoprotein ofthe Barley MoCo Deficient Mutant, nar2a
Nitrate reductase forms were purified through hydroxylapatite. Spe-

cific activities (units/mg protein) for soybean NR forms prior to comple-
mentation were 5.6, 0.8, and 1.0 for iNR, c,NR, and C2NR, respectively.
The heat treatment involved rapid heating of the enzymes in phosphate
buffer for the designated time in a 70°C water bath. The samples, in glass
test tubes, were then rapidly cooled in ice water and used immediately
as cofactor donors (21). Data are means oftwo replicates ± SD. Analysis
of each soybean NR form was repeated at least once.

Nitrate Reductase

Molybdenum Activity after b
Cofactor Donoi Complementation Complementationb

Cofactor Pretreatment
45 s heating 90 s heating

,gmol N027g ' fresh wth-' %
Nonec 1.45 ± 0.13 1.58 ± 0.22
Xanthine oxidase 4.78 ± 0.23 4.12 ± 0.11
iNR 2.75 ± 0.29 2.66 ± 0.46 1
c,NR 2.79 ± 0.49 3.15 ± 0.03 23
c2NR 2.17 ± 0.40 2.35 ± 0.02 3

a Apoprotein donor was nar2a for all assays and all cofactor donors
had no detectable activity after heat treatment. b Based on the units
of activity produced after complementation of the nar2a apoprotein with
the heat released (mean of 45 and 90 s heating period) MoCo from the
purified soybean NR forms, divided by the units of purified soybean NR
originally added., before heat treatment, to each complementation assay.
Activities produced after complementation were corrected for endoge-
nous activity associated with the nar2a apoprotein source. c Control
treatment which consisted ofheat treated phosphate buffer and no source
of molybdenum cofactor other than residual MoCo associated with the
nar2a apoprotein source.

tation displayed by the three NR forms thereby eliminating the
xanthine oxidizing enzymes from any role during these experi-
ments. Thus, from the CN- inhibition and complementation
studies it appears that the cNR forms, as well as iNR, contain
cofactors with characteristics (heat stability, susceptibility to
CN-, and ability to complement with a barley NR defective in

MoCo) similar to that of the MoCo found in NR from other
higher plants. The differential effect of CN- and differential
abilities to complement the MoCo-deficient barley NR, however,
indicate alterations in the terminal cofactor-containing portions
of these enzymes.

DISCUSSION

The purified soybean NR forms (iNR, c1NR, c2NR) displayed
pyridine nucleotide specificities (Table II) similar to those re-
ported by Streit et al. (32). In addition, each form exhibited the
partial activities characteristic of all eukaryotic nitrate reductases
presently analyzed (Tables II, III; 9). Robin et al. (27) and Streit
et al. (32) have reported immunological and kinetic data which
indicate that c,NR and the previously characterized NADPH:NR
(5, 17) are identical. The lack of pyridine nucleotide specificity
by the NAD(P)H-Cyt c reductase (diaphorase) activity of both
c1NR (Table II) and NADPH:NR (5) supports this hypothesis.

Mercurial compounds (pCMB, pHMB) inhibit the NAD(P)H-
NR and diaphorase activities of higher plant NR while allowing
MV°-NR activity to continue (7, 9, 15). Evans and Nason (8),
who were the first to study this effect on higher plant NR, found
that cysteine could prevent this inhibition. This indicated that
free thiol groups were necessary for diaphorase activity. However,
the absence of isozyme identification in their soybean extracts
made it impossible to determine which NR form or forms they
were characterizing. In our study, pHMB inhibited iNR, c,NR,
and c2NR identically and the effect could be prevented by a
reducing agent (DTT) in the classical manner (Fig. 1). In addi-
tion, although somewhat inhibited for iNR and c2NR, MV°-NR
activity continued in the absence of NAD(P)H-NR activity (Ta-
ble III). Thus, each form has free thiol groups, necessary for
diaphorase activity, with identical susceptibilities to pHMB.
Although one objective of this work was to characterize the

three soybean NR forms in terms of partial activities and re-
sponse to inhibitors, another major objective was to determine
whether each form contained the normal molybdenum-contain-
ing MoCo. The MoCo has been considered to be a ubiquitous
component of all assimilatory NRs (7, 9). The strong inhibition
of purified c,NR and c2NR but not iNR by HCO3 , a compound
shown to be a competitive inhibitor of NO3 for cNR activity in
crude extracts (23), supports the possibility of altered terminal
moieties in these two NR forms. An indication of the presence
of a MoCo in the three NR forms comes from analysis of the
MVO-NR activity data in the presence of 50 Mm pHMB (Table
III). Although MV°-NR activity continued with pHMB present,
a considerable amount of inhibition (30-40%) occurred for iNR
and c2NR activity. The c,NR activity was only slightly inhibited
but later experiments, run in the presence of 100 uM pHMB,
resulted in an approximately 35% inhibition for all forms (data
not shown). Hewitt and Notton ( 15) noted that high concentra-
tions of mercurials can inhibit MV°-NR activity and suggested
that Mo-S bonds in the terminal portion of the enzyme may be
the site ofthis inhibition. Cramer et al. (6), using x-ray absorption
edge and extended x-ray absorption fine spectrum (EXAFS)
spectroscopy, have shown initial evidence of Mo-S ligands for
both assimilatory NR from Chlorella and dissimilatory NR from
E. coli. They also determined that significant structural differ-
ences existed between the enzymes at the Mo site under certain
conditions. It is interesting to speculate that the decreased MV°-
NR activity of iNR, c,NR and c2NR, in the presence of high
levels of pHMB, may be due to damage of Mo-S bonds in the
terminal portion of these enzymes.
The CN- inhibition experiments supplied stronger evidence

for the presence of a MoCo in each NR form, with each Mo site
having unique properties (Fig. 2; 24). The mode of CN- inhibi-
tion in molybdoenzymes which do not possess a terminal sulfur
ligand, such as sulfite oxidase and NR, involves binding of CN-
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to the reduced form of Mo with subsequent production of an
over-reduced, nonactive Mo (15, 29, 30). In our studies, CN-
affected the terminal portion of the three NR forms (diaphorase
activity was unaffected in the presence of CN- [24]). A 5 min
prereduction treatment with NAD(P)H in the presence ofKCN
resulted in greater inhibition of activity for each form, compared
with the respective nonprereduced activity (Fig. 2, open versus
closed symbols). Thus, iNR, c,NR, and c2NR all responded to
CN- in a manner consistent with the presence of a MoCo in
each NR form. However, the differential inhibition of each NR
form by CN- (iNR> c2NR > c,NR; Fig. 2) supports the findings
of Jolly et al. (17) and indicates that the environment around
the Mo is different for each form. The high sensitivity of iNR to
low concentrations of CN- is similar to that observed for NR
from other higher plants (1, 20, 26) and further supports the
contention (23, 32) that this form is similar in all characteristics
to the highly studied assimilatory NADH:NR (EC 1.6.6.1) found
in all presently studied higher plants (9).
Complementation analysis showed that each heat-treated soy-

bean NR fraction, as well as xanthine oxidase, released heat-
stable cofactors which complemented the barley (nar2a) apopro-
tein (Table IV). Since the nar2a apoprotein contains a functional
flavin (measured by diaphorase activity [31]), and a functional
heme.(xanthine oxidase, which complements, contains no heme
[4]), the complementing soybean NR forms must be supplying
cofactors with structures similar to a normal MoCo. The possi-
bility of contamination of the purified NR fractions by other
MoCo-containing enzymes does exist but is minimal (24). A
contamination problem not so readily discounted involves con-
tamination of c2NR by c1NR. On a unit basis, c1NR comple-
ments approximately 7 times better than c2NR and therefore a
10% contamination could account for a major portion of the
complementation exhibited by the c2NR fraction. Although we
cannot discount this possibility, the more similar sensitivities of
the terminal moieties of c2NR and iNR to CN- indicates that
c2NR may have a cofactor-protein configuration more closely
related to iNR; the latter having only a 1% complementation
rate. The high ability ofc1NR to complement, on a per cent unit
basis, compared with the other NR forms indicates that c,NR
has either a slower reaction rate or releases its cofactor more
readily during heat treatment. Since the relative purities of the
NR forms are unknown, it is impossible to distinguish between
these possibilities.
Although the three soybean NR forms (iNR, c,NR, and c2NR)

are similar in many respects to most assimilatory NR enzymes,
the dissimilarities noted indicated that structural or conforma-
tional differences do exist in the terminal cofactor-containing
portion of each enzyme. The presence of Mo in the terminal
cofactors of each form seems apparent, based on CN- inhibition
and complementation analyses, but this aspect remains to be
proven by more direct methods.
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