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Supplementary Table 1 — Classification of facilities by country
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Supplementary Table 2 — percentage of population under the national poverty line

yearof % %
population population
under below
poverty line national

Country DHS available poverty line
ANGOLA 2015-16 2018 32.3
BENIN 2016-17 2018 38.5
BURUNDI 2016-17 2013 64.9
CAMEROON 2018 2014 37.5
ETHIOPIA 2019 2015 23.5
GAMBIA 2019-20 2015 48.6
GUINEA 2018 2018 43.7
LIBERIA 2019-20 2016 50.9
MALAWI 2015-16 2019 50.7
MALI 2018 2018 43.8
NIGERIA 2018 2018 40.1
RWANDA 2019-20 2016 38.2
SENEGAL 2019 2011 46.7
SIERRA LEONE 2019 2018 56.8
TANZANIA 2015-16 2017 26.4
UGANDA 2016 2016 21.4
ZAMBIA 2018 2015 54.4
ZIMBABWE 2015 2017 30.4
Median 41.9

Source - World bank data
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Saharan African countries with a recent DHS survey
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Supplementary Fig 1- Percentage of rural live births by location of childbirth in countries with a
recent DHS survey, by country (ordered by percentage of births in hospital)
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Angola 2015 130/3198 3.9 2852 325/3198 7.7 5.9-99 1075/1194 81 6.3-10.5 43/598 6.8 4.5-10.2 76/596 9.5 6.9-13.0 2.7 0.21 92/1434 5.4 3973 27/803 3.4 2.0-55 65/631 8.2 5.8-11.6 4.9 0.00 6.1 <0.001
Benin 2017 480/3988 12.3.00-15.0 623/3991 16.1 14.0-185 254/1646 15.8 13.3-18.7 103/720 14.5 11.2-18.6 151/926  16.8. 13.9-20.1 22 0.30 221/1706 133 10.9-16.3 105/1037 9.9 7.5-12.8 116/669 183 14.2-233 8.5 <0.001 6.9 <0.001
Burundi 2016 596/5453 10.8 9.2-12.7 1069/5447 20.0 17.3-22.8 414/1977 20.8 18.3-23.4 170/1061 15.6 12.9-18.7 244/916  26.9 23.6-30.4 113 <0.001 313/2557 12.0 10.0-14.4 105/1184 8.9 6.9-11.6  208/1373 14.7 11.9-18.0 5.7 <0.001 179 <0.001
Cameroon 2018 68/2673 2.0 14-29 358/2653 115 9.6-13.7 103/1071 81 6.3-10.3 17/470 2.6 1.5-4.5 86/601 13.6 10.6-17.4 111 <0.001 70/1246 3.7 2.7-5.1 13/711 13 57/535 7.8 5.5-10.9 6.5 <0.001 123 <0.001
Ethiopia 2019 79/2175 21 13-34 238/2182 84 6.6-10.8 123/849 14.1 10.6-18.5 15/358 25 1.2-5.1 108/511 184 13.9-24.1 15.9 <0.001 46/1077 31 2.0-49 24/613 2.2 22/464 39 2.3-6.6 17 0.20 16.2 <0.001
Gambia 2019 299/2263 129 9.9-16.7 350/2275 15.4 11.4-20.5 171/851 20.8 16.0-26.6 81/407 20.8 16.0-26.5 90/444 208 14.5-28.9 0.0 1.00 170/1237 129 9.7-17.0 79/643 114 91/594 14.5 10.1-20.4 31 0.30 9.5 <0.001
Guinea 2018 82/2782 28 2138 161/2793 55 4468 68/962 6.9 5.3-8.9 22/427 49 3.1-76 46/535 85 6.3-11.3 3.7 0.04 36/1151 3.0 2.0-46 12/604 20 24/547 4.1 2469 21 0.06 6.6 <0.001
Liberia 2019 255/1873 14.6.2.1-17.6  319/1857 17.1 14.4-20.2 149/763 21.1 17.7-25.1 64/319 23.7 18.3-30.1 85/444 194 15.6-23.9 -4.3 0.20 123/957 139 11.0-17.5 53/538 12.1 70/419 16.0 12.0-20.9 39 0.15 73 0.009
Malawi 2015 1711/6134 25.9'3.7-28.1 2864/8098 32.0 29.6-34.5 1460/3499 333 30.1-36.6  914/1969 42.1 38.7-45.6 89 <0.001 568/2261 232 20.6-25.9 225/1008 213 17.9-25.2  343/1253 247 21.6-28.1 33 0.15 208 <0.001
Mali 2018 41/3653 12 08-17 71/3646 18 1228 28/1265 .. 19 0937 19/741 22 1.2-39 03 0.69 20/1898 0.9 0.5-1.7 6/1115 0.5 0.2-1.3 14/783 17 13 0.04 18 0.007
Nigeria 2018 432/10915 4.1 3.4-491425/10889 12.6 11.3-13.9 501/4049 12.2 10.9-13.6 120/1804 6.8 54-85 381/2245 16.6 14.7-18.6 9.7 <0.001 352/5737 6.1 5.2-7.1 117/3436 35 2. 5 235/2301 9.9 6.4 <0.001 131 <0.001
Rwanda 2019 679/3145 21.6.9.9-23.5 1019/3155 32.6 29.9-35.3 600/1534  39.3 36.5-42.2 259/747 349 31.4-38.7 341/787 431 39.1-47.1 8.1 0.00 162/889 19.2 16.4-22.4 57/478 12.8 10.0-16.3 105/411 26.0 21.2-31.5 13.2  <0.001 303 <0.001
Senegal 2019 61/2136 29 2.1-3.8 167/2138 83 6.7-10.4 84/918 89 6.6-12.0 27/425 5.8 3.7-9.0 57/493 111 7.7-15.9 53 0.02 34/951 4.1 2.0-8.6 11/589 18 0. 6 23/362 71 2.8-17.1 53 0.02 9.3 <0.001
Sierra Leone 2019 440/3359 125.0.1-155 759/3361 203 17.1-23.9 290/1367 19.8 16.5-23.5 92/620 15.0 11.1-19.9 198/747 234 19.0-28.5 8.5 0.01 200/1203 159 12.4-20.1 91/646 13.4 9.3-18.8 109/557 189 14.2-24.6 5.5 0.09 10.1 0.002
Tanzania 2015 537/3859 14.6.2.3-17.2 1208/3840 28.9 25.9-32.1 663/1674 37.3 33.5-41.2 201/747 28.9 24.1-34.3 462/927 457  40.8-50.7 16.8 <0.001 306/1901 150 12.6-17.8 129/1065 13.0 10.2-16.4 177/836 184 14.8-22-6 5.4 0.02 327 <0.001
Uganda 2016 673/6248 11.0 9.7-12.5 1200/6258 20.0 17.8-22.4 552/2499 23.2 20.8-25.8 200/1173 17.1 14.5-20.2 352/1326  27.8 24.5-31.4 10.7 <0.001 348/3209 111 95-13.0 136/1711 7.7 212/1498 146 12.0-17.7 7.0 <0.001 202 <0.001
Zambia 2018 303/3432 8.8 7.4-10.5 668/3433 18.3 15.8-21.0 337/1620 205 17.7-23.6 97/774 12.8 10.1-16.1 240/846  27.6 23.4-32.3 14.8 <0.001 182/1580 111 9.1-134 61/789 74 . 121/791 16.6 11.6-18.3 9.2 <0.001 20.2 <0.001
Zimbabwe 2015 468/1879 23.4'0.4-26.7 628/1876 31.3 27.6-35.2 415/950 40.7 37.1-44.5 171/421 38.0 32.8-43.5 244/529 433 38.0-48.2 53 0.19 74/346 18.8 14.1-24.6 43/206 179 12.1-25.6 31/140 20.1 13.4-28.9 22 0.66 254 <0.001

MEDIAN 14.8 20.1 83 116 83 14.6 53 12.7

* significant at 0.05 level
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Rural women at parity 0

Rural women at parity 25

Poorer women Richer women
Percentage Percentage Percentage
point point point
-value of
Number/ Number/ difference Zrcenta e Poorer Richer difference difference
Country Year DHS % 95% Cl % 95% Cl between P g women % 95% Cl women % 95% Cl between p-value between p-value
total total . point . .
richer and y n/total n/total richer and richer and
difference
poorer poorer poorer
women* women women
Tanzania® 2015 197/734 289 24.1-343 314/704 446 39.5-49.8 15.7 <0.001 119/1009 13.0 10.2-16.5 102/565 174 13.7-219 4.5 0.06 31.7 <0.001
Tanzania® 2015 136/734 20.27  16.3-25.0 217/704 3071  26.4-35.4 104 0.001 76/1009 7.9 5.8-10.7 71/565 12.06 8.9-16.1 4.2 0.037 22.8 <0.001
1 numerator includes public and denominational hospitals
2 numerator includes public hospitals only % difference 6.7 % difference 28.1
% difference 33.76

To study the significance of faith-based hospitals, a sensitivity analysis was carried out on the Tanzania dataset All the equity
gaps in hospital uptake studied (rich-poor, parity 0-parity =5, rich-poor at parity 0, rich-poor at parity 5, RNPM) were
greater when the faith-based facilities were included in the numerators. The pp difference between utilization in rich and

poor women was 26% greater when public and faith-based facilities were included in the numerator. Among women at high

parity (25), the pp difference was 7% greater.
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