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All manuscripts must include a data availability statement. This statement should provide the following information, where applicable:

- Accession codes, unique identifiers, or web links for publicly available datasets
- A description of any restrictions on data availability

- For clinical datasets or third party data, please ensure that the statement adheres to our policy

Research involving human participants, their data, or biological material
Policy information about studies with human participants or human data. See also policy information about sex, gender (identity/presentation),
and sexual orientation and race, ethnicity and racism.
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Population characteristics
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Ethics oversight

Note that full information on the approval of the study protocol must also be provided in the manuscript.

Field-specific reporting
Please select the one below that is the best fit for your research. If you are not sure, read the appropriate sections before making your selection.
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For a reference copy of the document with all sections, see nature.com/documents/nr-reporting-summary-flat.pdf

Ecological, evolutionary & environmental sciences study design
All studies must disclose on these points even when the disclosure is negative.

Study description

Research sample

Sampling strategy

All raw sequences of 16S rRNA amplicon sequencing have been deposited at DDBJ (DNA Data Bank of Japan) Sequence Read Archive (DRA) under accession number
DRA014821 (https://ddbj.nig.ac.jp/resource/sra-submission/DRA014821) in BioProject PRJDB14280 (https://ddbj.nig.ac.jp/resource/bioproject/PRJDB14280). All
raw sequences of metagenomic sequencing have been deposited at NCBI Sequence Read Archive (SRA) under accession number SRP468711 (https://
www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sra/?term=SRP468711) in BioProject PRJNA886482 (https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/bioproject/?term=PRJNA886482). The detailed
information of the sequence reads was summarized in Supplementary Table 10. The scaffold sequences of each MAG have been deposited at DDBJ/EMBL/GenBank
under BioProject PRJNA886482 as biosamples SAMN38046932- SAMN38046948. The data supporting the findings presented in Figure 2-4 are available within the
paper and the Supplementary Information files and Source Data.
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This study evaluates the extent of biodegradability of “biodegradable plastics” processed into injection molded components and
melt-pressed films, at five different deep-sea environments across Japan with two different time periods in each location. In addition,
microorganisms attached to the surface of the plastics are also analyzed. The analysis was performed with n=5, but in some cases
where sampling in large numbers is difficult, n=2. The degradation data were carried out in a nested design where the influence of
variables associated with the location such as depth, microbiome was analysed on the outcome of the degradation of the plastic
samples.

A total of 21 different plastics were analyzed in this study. Out of the 21 samples, 4 were of microbial polyesters class,
(polyhydroxyalkanoates), 4 biodegradable polyesters, 9 different kinds of polysaccharide ester derivatives. To compare the
degradability of these plastics with conventional, commercial, plastics, polyethylene, polypropylene, polystyrene, polyethylene
terephthalate were considered as standards. With respect to metagenomic analyses, micro-organisms with PHB depolymerase genes
(for PHA samples) and cutinases/polyesterases (other biodegradable plastics) in their genomes were identified and analyzed in this
work. Specifically, Colwellia, Agarilytica, and Micavibrio correlated with PHA plastispheres in aerobic conditions, while the
order QZLD01 correlated with anaerobic conditions. In terms of other biodegradable plastics, Profundibacter, Hyphomonas and
Desulfobacula were each found to have secreted polyesterases and cutinases and were thus analysed further.

No statistical methods for sample size calculation were performed. The degradability of the plastics was determined based on the
data from the n=5 samples. The average values were reported with its standard deviation. Typical biodegradability experiments
reported in the past have had a sample size of n=3 or n=5, which was adopted in this study as well. Since, the study is of an
exploratory nature with multiple practical constraints, the authors deduced that a n=5, would be able to provide reliable results while
keeping a balance with the execution difficulty.
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Data collection

Timing and spatial scale

Data exclusions

Reproducibility

Randomization

Blinding

Did the study involve field work? Yes No

Field work, collection and transport

Field conditions

Location

Access & import/export

Disturbance

Reporting for specific materials, systems and methods
We require information from authors about some types of materials, experimental systems and methods used in many studies. Here, indicate whether each material,
system or method listed is relevant to your study. If you are not sure if a list item applies to your research, read the appropriate section before selecting a response.

The samples were prepared/fabricated by the authors of this work. Every set of samples was then assigned a unique serial number.
The weight and dimensions of the samples before and after submerging in the deep-sea were measured by the laboratory’s
postdoctoral researchers and students in a single-blind system. Efforts were taken to keep the human error to a minimum by
establishing measurement protocols.

Access to the submerging sites was done using JAMSTEC regulated research vessels, “Yokosuka” and “Kaimei”. The deployment and
recovery of deep-sea samples were conducted by the HOV human occupied vehicle (HOV) Shinkai 6500 or remotely operated
vehicles (ROVs; Hyper-Dolphin and Kaimei-ROV), except in the abyssal plain around Minamitorishima Island, where the free-fall-type
deep-sea observatory lander system Edokko Mark-I was employed.

Data collection was carried out between 2019 and 2021 in different locations distanced about 50km-2200km from the port of
JAMSTEC, along the Japanese coast in the northern Pacific ocean. Initially, the degradation rate of plastics in the deep sea was
expected to be slow, so the collection of installed samples was set to approximately once every six months. The exact installation and
recovery dates are mentioned in Table 1 in the main article. Since the installation sites were in the deep-sea, at times recovery had to
be rescheduled by a couple of days due to rough weather and other related factors beyond the control of the authors.

All data were used for the analysis.

Since the experiment could not be repeated many times in the same location and over the same period of time, all installation
samples were first prepared in multiple sets, and installed in the chosen deep-sea location at once. The samples were then
recovered, after six months and one year, and analyzed for changes of weight, and dimensions with respect to time. This method
reduces the error compared to the preparation of the sample multiple times. In addition, since the analysis was performed with n=5
for each sample and changes over time were also observed, reproducibility seems to be ensured.

The weight-measured plastic samples were put into chambers that would be submerged into the deep sea. All the samples placed in
each chamber were chosen randomly.

All the prepared samples for the experiment were assigned a unique serial number. The laboratory’s postdoctoral researchers and
students then did the weight and dimension measurements of the samples in a single-blind measurement.

All plastics were placed on the deep-sea floors at five different locations with different environmental conditions.

BHT: Bathyal hydrocarbon seepage Off Hatsushima Island (depth=855m, Temp.=3.6oC, dissolved oxygen (DO)=1.8mg/L)

BMS: Bathyal seafloor Off Misaki Port (depth=757m, Temp.=4.4 oC, dissolved oxygen (DO)=2.1mg/L)

BMJ: Bathyal hydrothermal vent in Myojin Knoll (depth=1,292m, Temp.=4.6 oC, dissolved oxygen (DO)=2.1mg/L)

AKR: Abyssal Plain near Kuroshio extension observatory (depth=5,503m, Temp.=1.6 oC, dissolved oxygen (DO)=5.2mg/L)

AMN: Abyssal plain around Minamitorishima Island (depth=5,552m, Temp.=1.5 oC, dissolved oxygen (DO)=5.0mg/L)

The environmental biodegradation tests were performed on the deep-sea floor at five sites: (1) three bathyal sites [the bathyal
seafloor off Misaki port, BMS (35°4.2’N, 139°32.5’E, at a depth of 757 m below sea level); hydrocarbon seepage off Hatsushima
Island, BHT (35°0.9’N, 139°13.3’E, at a depth of 855 m below sea level); and a hydrothermal vent off Myojin Knoll, BMJ (32°6.3’N,
139°52.2’E, at a depth of 1,292 m below sea level)], and

(2) two abyssal sites [the abyssal plain near Kuroshio extension observatory, AKR (32°34.8’N, 143°46.1’E, at a depth of 5,503 m below
sea level), and the abyssal plain around Minamitorishima Island, AMN (22°59.9N, 154°24.5E, at a depth of 5,552 m below sea level)].

As a reference site that is close to large cities and rivers, the same tests were also performed in a coastal environment [port of
JAMSTEC Yokosuka Headquarters, PJM (35°19.2’N, 139°39.0’E, at a depth of 2–6 m)].

Since the experiments did not include any materials that were restricted by the Japanese national or international laws, no permits
were required for the use. All the samples used in the study or materials required to produce the samples are in fact commercially
available. Access to the deep-sea submerging sites was provided by JAMSTEC regulated submersibles and support vessels, “Kairei”,

“Yokosuka” and “RV Kaimei”，voyage numbers:

1. KM20-09 (14-11-2020 to 22-11-2020) Kaimei, Kaimei-ROV

2. KM21-E02 (2-2-2021 to 6-2-2021) RV Kaimei, Kaimei-ROV

3. KR21-04C (03-04-2021 to 21-04-2021) Kairei, Edokko Mark-I

4. YK21-08C (10-5-2021 to 29-5-2021) Yokosuka, Shinkai6500

5. YK21-18C (28-9-2021 to 17-10-2021) Yokosuka, Shinkai6500
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