
3,895 studies obtained 
for screening

96 studies excluded

• 51 Meeting abstracts
• 25 wrong outcomes
• 15 wrong study design
• 3 wrong patient 

population
• 1 letter to editor
• 1 review

2671 studies irrelevant

840 duplicates removed 
in EndNote
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Embase: 2,542 
results

PubMed: 1,133 
results

Cochrane Library: 
220 results

3,055 studies imported 
into Covidence

126 duplicates removed 
in Covidence

2,929 studies screened 
for relevance

258 full-text studies 
assessed for eligibility

163 total studies 
included

1 added via 
manual 
curation

Supplemental Figure 1: PRISMA flowchart of studies screen and included in systematic review
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