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eTable. List of Confounders Identified for each Factor-Outcome Multivariable 

Regression 

Confounders were identified by sequentially selected each variable as the predictor in 

the directed acyclic graph in Figure 2. The structural causal model for Figure 2 was 

developed based on defining the most plausible causal pathways according to the 

investigators. The outcome of interest was the presence or absence of missing visual 

elements in the forest plot of the subgroup analysis. 

Predictor Confounder(s) 

Enrollment 
Cooperative group sponsorship, industry funding, 

treatment modality 

Treatment modality Cooperative group sponsorship and industry funding 

Industry funding Cooperative group sponsorship and disease stage 

Size of Industry sponsor None identified 

Disease stage Disease histology 

Disease histology None identified 

Cooperative group sponsorship Disease stage and industry funding 

Year of publication Treatment modality and enrollment 
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eFigure. Trial Screening and Selection Diagram 

 

 

  

1,877 trials identified from ClinicalTrials.gov

1,036 phase III interventional randomized trials

Excluded (n=841)
· Lack of cancer specificity (n=587)
· Single-arm (n=103)
· Phase I or II (n=41)
· Non-randomized (n=49)
· Preventative (n=31)
· Non-interventional (n=30)

Excluded for lack of manuscript (n=251)

379 trials analyzed

785 published phase III trials

Excluded for lack of subgroup analysis (n=406)
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eAppendix. List of 378 References for 379 Trials Included in the Analysis.1-378  
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