


2

n
atu

re
p

o
rtfo

lio
|

rep
o

rtin
g

su
m

m
ary

A
pril2023

Research involving human participants, their data, or biological material
Policy information about studies with human participants or human data. See also policy information about sex, gender (identity/presentation),
and sexual orientation and race, ethnicity and racism.
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Note that full information on the approval of the study protocol must also be provided in the manuscript.
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All studies must disclose on these points even when the disclosure is negative.
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Sample size was determined to achieve a confidence level of 95% that the real value is within 5% of the measured value. To achieve this, data
sets analyze at least 200 cells for each bacterial strain except in Figure S1 d&f and Figure S6 b&d.

No data was excluded from publication.

Technical replication - Imaging of strains were performed on at least three Field of Views (FOVs) and on different agarose pads.

Biological replicates - At least three different cultures, grown on different days were performed.

Strains were grown of different days and imaged in random order. All image analysis was automated.

During image acquisition, blinding was achieved by using the automated stage to move to at lease three random Field of Views (FOVs). All
image analysis including cell segmentation and quantification of parameters for fluorescent foci were automated.

mCherry antibody (1:2000) was gifted by Dr. Ming Li's Lab at the University of Michigan.

IRDye 800CW Goat anti-Rat IgG Secondary Antibody (1:5000) (Li-cor, cat# 926-32219, lot# C50108-01)




