
Examination only possible if
submitter covers the costs

Report to cantonal veterinary
authorities (who decide on
further diagnostic steps)
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Suspicion of notifiable disease?
(obligation to report) 

Does the animal belong to one of the following species / groups?

    Lynx, wolf, bear, golden jackal, golden eagle, bearded vulture
(protected species with in-depth health monitoring
on behalf of Federal Office for the Environment)

    Brown hare, snow hare in contact with humans or in context of mass mortality
 (to exclude tularemia)

    Bat, squirrel, marmot or other small mammals with suspicion of disease  
(rarely submitted species with particular value for education)

Are any of the following criteria met?

Abnormally clustered numbers of dead/diseased animals 
that are unusual with regard to species and/or circumstances

    Particularly striking individual case
    Neurological symptomatology 

(convulsions, spinning in circles, head tilt, aggressiveness)

No

No

No

NO submission
required as part of

GWHS

YesThe decision tree applies only to submissions to the
general health surveillance system of free-ranging
wildlife (GWHS). 

The decisions and criteria do not apply to:

carcasses where cause of death is suspected to align
with targeted surveillance programs (avian influenza,
African swine fever, tuberculosis, etc.).
carcasses of domestic, farm, or wild animals with
suspicion of predation as cause of death
carcasses with suspicion of illegal activities (e.g.
poisoning, animal welfare and poaching) as cause of
death

In case of uncertainty with regard to the applicable
scenario, contacting the diagnostic institute is
recommended. In case of suspicion of a reportable animal
disease, pre-submission contact with the cantonal
veterinary authority is required.

Submissions to support training (e.g., confirmation of a field
diagnosis) may be admissible in individual cases. Yes

Wildlife found
dead or sick

Cantonal authorities
decide to submit

optional consultation with
the diagnostic institute

Criteria for the submission of free-ranging mammals and birds within the general health surveillance

Yes



 
   
     
       
         
         
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
             
               
            
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
        
         
           
             
             
          
        
         
           
             
          
        
      
    
  


