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Supplementary methods

Field site and snowpack

Our experiments were performed between February 18 and
March 10, 2022 on a flat and uniform site in Fliiela valley near
Davos, Switzerland at an altitude of 1640m (Fig. S1). The site
itself was on the roof of two buildings in a forest opening pro-
tected from wind. Most experiments were performed on the roof
of building A (Fig. 3 in the main text), and after it was cleared
from snow, we also carried out experiments on building B (Fig. 3
in the main text). The presence of a nearby creek, the absence
of direct sunlight in winter, and the cold concrete roof (typically
below 0°C), created favorable conditions for the formation and
preservation of surface hoar. The weak layer tested consisted of
surface hoar, buried by a snowfall at the beginning of January
2022, with an average weak layer thickness of 9.02 mm.

We characterized the snowpack using manual snow pro-
files! (Fig. 4 in the main text) Microstructure and density of the
weak layer were analyzed using computer-tomography (Fig. 52).
The properties of the layered slab were characterized using
density measurements. For this purpose, we used a cylindrical
density cutter with 50 cm® volume and 23mm inner diameter
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Supplementary F'gure S1 I Geographlc locatlon of the ﬁeld site. Topo—
graphical map (https://map.geo.admin.ch, accessed Jan 29, 2024) of
the location of the two field sites A and B (WGS 84, 46.80773° N
9.86999° E). Federal Office of Topography ©swisstopo.

(Fig. S3b). Each 120 mm thick slab was resolved in with four den-
sity measurements (Fig. S3a), accounting for temporal evolution
of density-dependent slab properties. For our calculations, we
used the arithmetic mean density per layer per experimental day
(Fig. S3a).

For successful experiments, specific snowpack properties
were necessary, in particular surrounding the weak layer. The sub-
stratum needed a particular level of cohesion or bonding strength,
usually found in small grains with a density exceeding 250 kg /m3,
to support the snow block during tilting. Similarly, the slab had to
be easily profiled while also supporting additional weights. We
met these conditions with dense layers of rounded grains both
above and right below the weak layer of interest between mid
February and mid March of 2022 (Fig. 3 in the main text).

Experimental procedure

We designed our mixed-mode mixed-mode fracture tests
(MMFTs) by adapting the propagation saw test?>~* (PST) to enable
testing under variable slope inclinations. To extract snow columns
from the snowpack, we employed a U-shaped aluminum sled
(Bmm thick with 60 mm flanges, 300 mm width, and 1000 mm

a b

Supplementary Figure S2 | Computer-tomography scan of the weak
layer. a Horizontal (top) and vertical (bottom) cross sections with
boxed volume of interest (VOI) of the surface-hoar weak-layer sam-
ple extracted on March 7, 2022 at site A. b Rendering of the recorded
VOI with a volume fraction of ice of 0.19 corresponding to a density of
pwl = 174 kg/m3.
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Supplementary Figure S3 | Slab density. a Evolution of the slab density on site A over a period of 9 days. Layerwise mean densities per day are
shown. The mean density of the substratum was py, = 339 kg/m®. b Location of four density measurements through the thickness of each 120 mm

slab using a 50 cm® density cutter.

length) (Fig. S4a). Utilizing a spirit level to maintain horizon-
tal alignment, we inserted the sled into the snowpack’s sidewall,
ensuring that its flanges rested directly beneath the weak layer.
This facilitated the isolation of a snow column with a 60 mm thick
base layer (substratum). We cut around the sled on all sides using
a1 m snow saw to sever the snow block specimen (Fig. S4b). After
reducing the slab’s thickness to 150 mm, we applied a custom-
made profiling device, creating serrated cuts on its top surface.
This resulted in a mean slab thickness from the weak layer to
the base of the serrated cuts of 115 mm. Guided by side rails, the
sled—snow block assembly was lifted onto the tilting rig (Fig. S4c).
Wood screws, penetrating the substratum through circular holes
in the aluminum sled, prevented sliding of the snow block even
at elevated inclinations (Fig. S4c).

The tilting device comprised a base plate, which was piv-
oted on a metal foot on one end and suspended on a steel cable
from a tower made of scaffolding poles on the other. This con-
figuration enabled the assembly to be tilted between 0° and 65°
(Fig. S4d). The titled snow block was loaded with 12 variable
weights distributed into notches (Fig. S4e). Each weight consisted
of a rectangular hollow steel profile (500 mm length) with up
to three metal rods (600 mm length). The profile-rod assemblies
weighed up to 1kg each, enabling the application of different
load levels without altering the slab bending stiffness. In certain
instances, an additional row of weights was added for very high
surface loading. The titling angle was measured using an analog
inclinometer aligned with the weak layer. To initiate the fracture
process, we introduced a cut into the weak layer by pushing the
unserrated back of a2 mm thick snow saw (450 mm length, 60 mm
width) into the weak layer (Fig. S4e). Two operators from both
sides ensured that the saw remained within the weak layer. We
cutata constant travel speed of approximately 70 mm/s (Fig. S4e).
The cutting speed employed here is typical for conducting prop-
agation saw tests. Note that variations in cutting speed between
8mm/s and 260 mm/s do not significantly affect the critical cut
length.® When the artificially induced weak-layer crack became
unstable and propagated through the entire sample, the critical
cut length from saw tip to slab face was measured on both side-
walls and averaged when the cut was not perfectly perpendicular
(Fig. S4f).

In total, we conducted 102 MMFTs and obtained 88 valid
results. Experiments were discarded when we encountered
increased resistance while cutting, indicating that the cut did not
remain in the weak layer. Experiments with cut lengths exceed-
ing 50 cm were also excluded due to the limited effective length
of the slab, which was only 100 cm.

Data fitting procedure
The interaction laws examined in this work are two-dimensional
implicit nonlinear models

0~ r(xi; B),

where 3 = (Gic, Guc, n,m)" is the vector of model parameters
and @; = (G1,Gn)] is the vector of independent variables, i.e.,
the vector of i = 1, ...,|S| observations (see Eq. (1) of the main
text). Owing to measurement errors in the observations x;, the
model r(x;; B) can only approximate 0. Because of the implicit
relationship and because of uncertainties in the independent
variables, the parameters 3 were estimated using a weighted
orthogonal-distance-regression procedure. = Accounting for the
measurement errors, the models satisfy

(81

0=r(zi+d:; B), i=1,..,15l (52)
where § € R? is the vector of unknown errors. The implicit
orthogonal-distance-regression problem is finding the B for
which the sum of the squares of the |S| orthogonal distances
from the curve r(x, 8) to the |S| data points is minimized. This is

expressed by the optimization problem

N
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subject to

0=r(xi+ds B), (54)
where the diagonal matrix

o2 0
=11
w ( 0 gﬁz) / (S5)

accounts for unequal error variances o2 and U%[ in G and
G, respectively. The optimization problem was solved using a
trust-region Levenberg-Marquardt procedure.® Jacobian matri-
ces with respect to parameters and independent variables were
computed explicitly and supplied to the algorithm. The goodness
of fit is assessed using the residual variance expressed by

1 N
S8 Wia,
i=1

X2 (S6)

where v = N — P is the number of degrees of freedom obtained
from the number of observations with nonzero weight N and the
number of estimated model parameters P. A xZ value close to 1



Supplementary Figure S4 | Experimental procedure. a Aluminum sled pushed into the snowpack to facilitate the extraction of the snow column
of interest. b Profiling device used to serrate the slab’s top surface to support the addition of weights. ¢ Placement of snowpack-sled assembly
onto the tilting rig with guiding plates on the sides and the bottom edge to ensure alignment. Screws punch into the substratum to prevent
sliding. d Assembly tilted to final inclination before addition of weights. e Weak-layer cut introduced with the back of a snow saw by two people
ensuring parallel movement through the weak layer. f Slab sliding after unstable propagation of the introduced crack. The cut length is recorded
from the end of the saw to the end of the slab.

generally indicates that the model fits the data well, where <1
indicates overfitting and > 1 underfitting. For datasets with intrin-
sic scatter beyond measurement errors—such as snow science and
fracture mechanics where individual variation is significant—
the model is not expected to predict each point accurately. In
these cases, a higher y2 value can be acceptable if residuals are
randomly distributed and do not exhibit patterns.

Interaction-law identification
Fracture-toughness interaction laws have been proposed and
examined by many authors.? In the following, we illustrate their
differences and justify our choice of a power-law interaction
model using two characteristic examples.

Compare the best fit of the power-law interaction model given
in Eq. (1) of the main text (Fig. 2)

1 1
0~r1(zi; B1) = ﬁ) + (ﬁ) -1, (87)

Gie G

where 81 = (Gie, Grie, 1, m)", to the mixed-mode interaction law
proposed by Benzeggagh and Kenane ¥

glc + (QHC - glc) 1/}5( _

0~ (xi; B2) = 6ol

1, (S8)

where )

1
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is the mode ratio and B, = (Gic, Giic, k)T the vector of model
parameters (Fig. S5). Equation (S8) was proposed to capture
mixed-mode fracture toughness under tension-shear interac-
tion, ' where the total energy release rate G = Gi +Gn is observed
as a monotonous function of the mode ratio, expressed in the -
term. %! Our data show that for compression-shear interaction,
the total energy release rate is not monotonous with respect to
the mode ratio ¢ (Figs. 2b and S5b). This incompatibility results
in a linear relationship G(), i.e., k = 1.0 (Table S1), as the best fit
of Eq. (S8) and in a significantly larger residual variance x2 (4.16
vs. 3.14, Figs. 2b and S5b). Many other interaction laws proposed
in literature *"'>—for dense isotropic materials or fiber-reinforced
plastics under combined tension and shear—are of similar char-
acteristics as Eq. (S8). However, as they are aimed at both other
classes of materials and other load interactions, they did not
provide a better fit to our data.

While the mode I fracture toughness estimates of both mod-
els are similar, their mode II representations are much different
(Tables 1 and S1). Owing to their exceptionally low density, we
assume that the tensile mode I fracture toughness of highly

i (S9)




Supplementary Table S1 | Best fit parameters. Interaction-law param-
eters of Eq. (S8) identified from a weighted orthogonal distance regres-
sion.

Gue (J/m?) k

1.12+0.07 1.0

Gic (]/mz)
0.59 +0.03

Weak layer type

Surface hoar

porous weak layers is very small. That is, we expect a mixed-mode
law that captures the interaction of mode Il with both mode I com-
pression and mode I tension to decrease sharply on the tension
side. For this reason, we expect a vanishing or small but positive
gradient dGn/dGi for Gi — 0 (Figs. 2a). However, for the best fit
of Eq. (S8), we observe a steep, negative gradient (Fig. S5a).

Eq. (58) was proposed to account for tension-shear interaction.
We observe that the mechanics of compression—shear interac-
tion are quite different and that interactions laws are not directly
transferable.

Model derivation

The mechanical model used in this work results from a series of
articles in which different components of the theory have been
derived and tested. The novelty, here, is the treatment of added
surface loads. To help readers who would not be familiar already
with this literature, we provide a summary how physical compo-
nents have been validated. In the following, we refer to the works
of Weifigraeber & Rosendahl. 1315

Governing equations. We model a stratified snow cover as a
system comprised of i) a snow slab, represented by an arbitrar-
ily layered beam, that rests ii) on a weak layer, represented by
an elastic foundation. The beam kinematics and its constitutive
behavior are derived from first-order shear deformation theory
of laminated plates under cylindrical bending. '® The weak layer
is modeled as a so-called weak interface.'” The concept sim-
plifies the kinematics of the weak layer and allows for efficient
analyses of interface configurations that exhibit a strong elastic
contrast. The weak interface can be understood as an infinite set
of smeared springs with normal and shear stiffness attached to
the bottom side of the slab. Weak interface models are common
for the analysis of cracks in thin, compliant layers. '*>" The anal-
ysis of this system yields fully coupled bending, extension and
shear deformations of both slab and weak layer.

Consider the segment of the stratified snow pack on an
inclined slope of angle ¢ shown in Fig. S6. As typical for beam
analyses, the axial coordinate x points left-to-right along the beam
midplane and is zero at its left end. The thickness coordinate z
is perpendicular to the midplane, points downwards and is zero
at the center line. Slope angles ¢ are counted positive about the
y axis of the right-handed Cartesian coordinate system (counter-
clockwise). Note that on inclined slopes (¢ # 0), the axial and
normal beam axes (x and z) do not coincide with the horizontal
and vertical directions.

The slab with total thickness & is composed of N layers with
individual ply thicknesses h; = z;+1 — z;, each assumed homo-
geneous and isotropic (Fig. S7). Young’s modulus, Poisson’s ratio
and density of each layer are denoted by E;, v; and p;, respec-
tively. The weak layer of thickness f can be anisotropic and its
normal and tangential stiffnesses are

El,
ko= =1, (S10a)

where E‘/N 1= Ew /(1 —1?2) is the weak layer’s plane-strain elastic
modulus and

(S10b)

where G,,; is the weak layer’s plane-strain shear modulus, respec-
tively. To account for anisotropic weak layers, these constants can
be defined from independent stiffness properties. It is to note, that
since the weak layer is connected to the slab, an intrinsic coupling
of shear and normal deformation of the weak layer occurs even
when the stiffnesses k, and k¢ are defined independently.

The slab is loaded by its own weight, i.e., the gravitational
load g, and an external load F (e.g., a skier or added weights) in
vertical direction. The gravity load corresponds to the sum of the
weight of all layers

N
q :gZhipi. (S11)
i=1

It is split into a normal component g, = g cos ¢ and a tangential
component g; = —gsin¢ that are introduced as line loads. The
tangential gravity line load acts at center of gravity in thickness
direction

B SN (zi +zis)hip;
23N hip;

in the slab, where (z; + zi4+1)/2 yields each layer’s center z-
coordinate. For relevant slab thicknesses the external load can
be modeled as a point load and is introduced as a force with
a normal component F,, = Fcos @ and a tangential component
Fy = —Fsin¢.

Deformations of the slab are described by means of the first-
order shear deformation theory (FSDT) of laminated plates under
cylindrical bending.'® By dropping the Kirchhoff assumption
of orthogonality of cross sections and midplane, this allows
for the consideration of shear deformations. We consider mid-
plane deflections wp, midplane tangential displacements ug
and the rotation 1 of cross sections. The quantities define the
displacement field of the beam according to

, (812)

w(x,z) = wo(x),
u(x,z) = up(x) + zip(x).

(S13a)
(S13b)

At the interface between slab and weak layer (z = h/2), the dis-
placement fields of slab (1, w) and weak-layer (v, w) coincide.
Using Egs. (S13a) and (S13b), this yields 0 = i = ug + 1 /2 and
@ = W = wp, where the bar indicates quantities at the interface.
Modeling the weak layer as an elastic foundation of an infinite set
of smeared linear elastic springs, yields constant strains and con-
sequently a constant deformation gradient through its thickness.
Hence, weak-layer stresses can be expressed through the differ-
ential deformation between the lower boundary of the weak layer
(v = w = 0) and its deformations at the interface:

= —knwo(x),
Tyz (%) = Gyt Va2 (%) = Gt (dUEixZ,Z) + da)(ga;,z))
= G (0 - = @/Z(X)) (S14b)

= k)=o)~ ).

From the free body-cut of an infinitesimal beam section of the
layered slab (Fig. S8), we obtain the equilibrium conditions of the
section forces and moments:

_dN@)

0 dx

+7(x) + ge + pt, (S15a)
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Supplementary Figure S5 | Best fit of tension-shear mixed-mode interaction law. a Mode I/II composition of critical energy release rates at the
onset of unstable crack propagation from this work (N = 88, green) and literature® (N = 183, orange) with best fit (p < 0.001) of Eq. (S8). b Total
energy release rate G = Gi + Gn as a function of mode ratio ¢ (mode II fraction). A monotonous model of the total energy release rate vs. mode
ratio ¢, e.g., Eq. (S8), cannot capture the local maximum evident in the data.

Supplementary Figure S6 | Mechanical model. Stratified snowpack
composed of an arbitrary number of slab layers and a weak layer mod-
eled as an elastic foundation.

0= d‘d/ix) +0(x) + gn + pr, (S15b)
_dM(x) h+t _h
0= . V(x)+ 2 T(x) + zsqt 5 Pt (S15¢)

Note the addition of normal and tangential surface loads pn and
pt, respectively. '° To connect the slab section forces (normal force
N, shear force V, and bending moment M) to the deformations
of the layered slab, we make use of the mechanics of composite
laminates. First-order shear deformation theory of laminate plates
under cylindrical bending yields

N(x)\ _ (A1 Bu| [u)(x)
(M(X)) - (311 D11) (I/Jq(x)) ’ (S162)
and
V(x) = kAss (wy(x) + P (x)) . (S16b)

z hy =2zny — 2N

Supplementary Figure S7 | Slab layering. Slab of total thickness i com-
posed of N individual layers. A layer i is characterized by its height h;
and its the top and bottom coordinates z; and z;.1, respectively.

These constitutive equations contain the extensional stiffness A11,
the bending stiffness D11, the bending—extension coupling stiff-
ness Bi1, and the shear stiffness x©Ass of the layered slab. The
coupling stiffness B1; accounts for the bending-extension cou-
pling of asymmetrically layered systems such as bimetal bars.
These stiffness quantities are obtained by weighted' integration
of the individual ply stiffness properties:

h/2

N
E(Z) Ei
A1 = — _dz= hi, S17a
1 /1—v(z)2 ;1—1/1-2[ (517a)
—h/2
r E(z) 1 E
Z
By = dz == (2%, -2%), (S17b
1 /l—v(z)Zz z 2;:1_1/2(21+1 zl) (517b)
—hj2
r E(z) 19 E
z 2 i 3
D11 = == T = , S17
11 ;[21_1/(2)2 31221:1_1/12(2”1 zl) (S17¢)

1Weighted by the moment of area of the cross-section of zeroth, first, and
second order.
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Supplementary Figure S8 | Equilibrium conditions. Free-body cut of
an infinitesimal segment of length of the layered slab of height with
half of the weak layer.

h/2 N
Ass = / G(z)dz = Z Gih;. (174d)
) i=1

The shear correction factor ¥ complements the shear stiffness
K Ass. Itis set to 5/6 as a good approximation for the layered slab of
rectangular cross-section. >! The above quantities are given for the
case of isotropic layers. Orthotropic layers can be considered fol-
lowing the same approach by using directional elastic properties
of the individual layers instead of an isotropic Young’s modulus.

In the special case of a homogeneous, isotropic slab with
Young’s modulus E¢) and Poisson’s ratio v, the laminate stiffnesses
take the homogeneous stiffness properties well-known from beam
theory:

Egh

A11 = 1- 1/2 ’ (518&1)
Egh®
Dy = ——, S18b
R TY IR (518b)
_ Egh
Ass = 2a+v) (S18¢)

and the coupling stiffness vanishes (B11 = 0).

System of differential equations. The equations of the kine-
matics of the weak layer, (S14a) and (S14b), the equilibrium
conditions, (S15a) to (S15¢), and the constitutive equations of the
layered beam with first-order shear deformation theory, (S16a)
and (S16b), provide a complete description of the mechanics of the
layered snowpack and constitute a system of ordinary differential
equations (ODEs) of second order.

With the first derivative of the constitutive equation of the
normal force (S16a)’ inserted into the equilibrium of horizontal
forces (S15a), we obtain

0 = Aqquf (x) + Biig (x) + 1(x) + g¢. (S19)

Likewise, with the first derivative of the constitutive equation of
the shear force (S16b)" and the vertical force equilibrium (S15b),
we have:

0 = xAss(wy (x) + ¢/ (x)) + 0(x) + gn. (520)

The first derivative of the constitutive equation of the bending
moment (S16a)” with the balance of moments (S15¢), yields

0 = Briuf (x) + D11y (x) — xAss (wy(x) + ¢(x))
LBt (s21)

T(X) + zsqt.

We then insert the definition of the shear stresses (S14b) into
Eq. (519) to obtain
t
0= Anief (x) = kiuo ) - ki3 (x)
(522)

+ By (x) - ktgl,b(x) + qt.

Inserting the normal stress definition (S14a) into Eq. (S20), yields

0= KA55w’0’(x) — knwo(x) + kAs5Y’(x) + qn, (523)

and, again, inserting the shear stress (S14b) into Eq. (S21), yields

h+t ”
0 = Byyuf(x) - kt up(x) + D11y” (x)

+ (h i ikt KA55) wy(x)

23 (524

- (KA55 + % gkt) ll)(x) + zsqt-
Equations (522) to (S24) constitute a system of linear ordinary
differential equations of second order with constant coefficients
of the deformation variables u(x), w(x), (x) that describes the
mechanical behavior of a layered beam on a weak layer.

Using the vector of unknown functions

2(0) = [uo(x) y(x) wolx) wylx) v Y| 629)

the ODE system can be written as a system of first-order for the
form

AZ'(x)+ Bz(x)+d =0, (S26)
with the matrices
10 0 0 0 O
0A1170 0 O Bqp
001 0 00
A=10 0 0xAs50 0|’ (527)
000 0 10
0Bi1 0 0 0Dpp
and
0 -1 0 O 0 0
ke 0 0 kb -ki o0
0 0 0 -1 0 0
B= 0 0 —-kn O 0 kAss|’ (528)
0 0o 0 o0 0 -1
—%kt 0 O Begs Begs 0
where
h+t t
Bea = kt * t —xAss, and Bgs = —kt * h —xAss,
and the vector
=[0 ge+pe O gn+pn 0 zsqe— 2pe] . (529)

Note the addition of surface loads pn and p;. !> The system (S26)
can be rearranged into the form

2'(x) = Kz(x) + g, (S30)

where
K=-A"'B, (S31a)
g=-A"d. (S31b)

The solution of the nonhomogeneous ODE system (S30) is com-
posed of a complementary solution vector zj,(x) and a particular
integral vector zp, where the latter is constant in the present case.
The complementary solution can be obtained from an eigenanal-
ysis of the system matrix K. Depending on the layering and the
material properties, K has six real or complex eigenvalues. Since



the beam is bedded, it has no rigid body motions and all eigenval-
ues of nonzero. Real eigenvalues occur as sets of two eigenvalues
with opposite signs +Ar and linearly independent eigenvectors
vre € R®. Complex eigenvalues appear as complex conjugates

¢ = Ax £ idg with the corresponding complex eigenvectors
vE = vy +ivg such that vf € C% and vy, vy € R®. Denoting the
number of sets of real eigenvalue pairs as Ng € {0,...,3} and the
number of complex conjugate eigenvalue pairs as N¢ € {0,...,3}
such that Nr + N¢ = 3, the complementary solution is given by
the linear combination

zh(x) = Z C(”) exp (+A(”) ) Igg

C(")exp( ( x) g}

3 e 212) o cos (1)
o sin (12|
+CYexp (13)x) [vﬁ_,’g) sin (1§

o cos (1973) .

The particular solution is obtained using the method of undeter-
mined coefficients, which yields the constant vector

(S32)

— | attpe
kt

2= Wit =2z5) gt qn+pn 0 Zzzhob gt pe O]T.

41 Ass 21 Ass
(S33)

Again, note the addition of surface loads py, and p;. !> The general
solution of the system

ze(x) = 2p(x) + 2p, (S34)

comprises six unknown coefficients C(.”) that must be identified
from boundary and transmission conditions. It can be given in
the matrix form

Ze(x) = Zp(x) co + 2p, (S35)

where Z;,, : R — R®%® is a matrix-valued function with the
summands of Eq. (532) as column vectors and c. € R® a vector

containing the six free constants C ™ according of Eq. (532).

Layered segments without elastlc foundation. To study sit-
uations where the weak layer has partially failed, the case of an
unsupported slab must be considered. The situation can occur
when the weak layer has collapsed or when a saw cut is intro-
duced in a propagation saw test. Accounting for such cases allows
for the use of the present model in failure models for anticrack
nucleation '* or growth.?? If the slab is not supported by an elas-
tic foundation, the general solution simplifies. In the equilibrium
conditions (S15a) to (S15c¢), the normal and shear stress terms are
omitted since no stresses act on the bottom side of the slab. The
constitutive equations (S16a) and (S16b) remain the same.

Without elastic foundation, the equilibrium conditions (S15a)
and (S15b) reduce to

dN

0= d}(CX) + gt + P, (5363)
dv

0= dix) +qn + Prs (S36b)
dMm h

0= dix) V() + 250 - 3P (S36¢)

By adding and subtracting +D11w( (x) to the constitutive equation
of the bending moment (S16a) and using the first derivative of
the constitutive equation of the shear force (S16b)’, we obtain

D
M(x) = Bijuj(x) + —=V'(x) - Dy} (x).

. (S37)

Differentiating twice and using the first derivatives of the
equilibrium conditions, (S36b)" and (S36¢)’, yields
M"(x) =V'(x) = Bryuy’ (x) = Duwg” (x).

—(gn +pn) = (S38)

Adding and subtracting +B11w to the constitutive equation of
the normal force (S16a) and using the constitutive equation of the
shear force (S16b), gives
B

N(x) = Ajuf(x) + ——V’(x) - Briw( (x). (S39)

KA55
Differentiating this equation and, again, using the derivatives of
the equilibrium conditions, (S36a)’ and (S36b)’, yields

N’(x) = =(q¢ + pr) = Ar1ug (x) — Brywy'(x). (540)

Solving the derivative of this equation for u’(x) and inserting it
into Eq. (538), yields an ordinary differential equation of fourth
order for the vertical displacement

An

wy” (x) = _Bz——AnDn(qn +pn). (541)
It can be solved readily by direct integration
wo(x) = c1 + cox + c3x% + g2

A 542

N 24(331 —1;111D11)(qn #pot o

Solving Eq. (540) for ug(x), integrating twice and inserting the
third derivative of the general solution for wy(x) (S42)’, yields the
general solution for the tangential displacement of unsupported
beams

6Brics — e —
ug(x) = c5 + cex + (6Buica =~ py) HC;Al?t pt)xz
(S43)
P (gt pa.
6 (B2, - AnDn)

To obtain a solution of the cross-section rotation ¢(x), we take the
derivative of the constitutive equation for the bending moment
(S16a)” and insert it together with the constitutive equation of the
shear force (S16b) into the equilibrium of moments (S36¢). Solving
this for (x) yields

(Bnuo (x) + D11 (x) + 25t — %Pt) —wy(x).
(S44)

P(x) =

Equation (S40) allows for eliminating u(’)’ (x). In order to eliminate
1" (x), we insert the constitutive equation of the shear force (S16b)
into the second derivative of the vertical equilibrium (S36b)”,

which yields ¢ (x) = —w(’(x) and we obtain
B%l B AHD o
P(x) = W ( ) - w()(x)

(S45)

which is fully defined through the solution for wg(x) (542).

In order to assemble a global system of linear equations from
boundary and transmission conditions between supported and
unsupported beam segments, it is helpful to express the general
solutions for both cases in the same form. For this purpose, we
express vector of unknown functions (525) used for the solution
of supported beam segments through the general solutions (542)



to (545) for unsupported beam segments. This yields the matrix
form

zo(x) = P(x) co + p(x), (S46)
where
T
co=|cV c® . cO| . (847)
is the vector of unknown coefficients,
00 0 37« 1
00 6%x 01
1 x x2 x 00
P(x) = , S48
) 01 2x 3x2 00 (548)
0 -1 —2v 20— -3x200
00 -2 —6x 00
and
B
- qzt/;rlplt x? - g%(‘?n + pn) x3
- q;;lftj - ﬁ(% + pn) x?
_ —ﬁ(qn +pn)x?

p(x) = _2%(% pn) 3 ,
A 3 ‘ Bi1 ) _4t hpt gn+pPn
m(‘inJrPn)xAJr Zs = Ay ) %A T IxAs T wAs

+
ﬁ(% + pn) x2 - q:A:Sn

(549)

with Kg = B%l - A1 D11.

Global system assembly. The general solutions presented
above allow for the investigation of different systems composed
of segments of supported and unsupported layered slabs. Possi-
ble configurations of interest are, e.g., skier-loaded snowpacks,
skier-loaded snowpacks with a partially collapsed weak layer,
or propagation saw test (PSTs) with an artificially introduced
(sawed) edge crack. Assemblies of such configurations are illus-
trated in Fig. S9. Individual segments are connected through
transmission conditions given in terms of displacements and
section forces.

Stability tests are typically conducted on finite volumes with
free ends that require vanishing section forces and moments

N=V=M=0, (S50)
as boundary conditions. Skier-induced loading is typically con-
fined in a very small volume compared to the overall dimensions
of the snowpack that extends over the entire slope. For the model,
this corresponds to an unbounded domain where, all components
of the solution converge to a constant at infinity. That is, at the
boundaries, the complementary solution vector must vanish

zp =0, (S51)
which yields constant displacements z(x) = 2, see Eq. (S33).

At interfaces between two segments (e.g., change from sup-
ported to unsupported), C-continuity of displacements and
section forces is required and the transmission conditions read

Auo = 0,
AN =0,

Awo = 0,
AV =0,

AY =0,
AM=0, (S52)
where the A operator indicates the difference between left and
right segments, i.e., Ay = y; — yr.

External concentrated forces (e.g., skiers) are introduced as
discontinuities of the section forces. They are considered with
their normal and tangential components F,, and F; and with their
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Supplementary Figure S9 | System assembly. Exemplary systems of
interest assembled from supported and unsupported layered slabs
with numbered segments: a) downslope PST, b) upslope PST, c) skier-
loaded snowpack, d) partially fractured weak-layer, and e) layered slab
loaded by multiple skiers with partially fractured weak-layer. Dotted
lines indicate transmission conditions for the continuity of displace-
ments and section forces.

resulting moment M = —hF;/2. They have to be accounted for in
the form of the transmission conditions between two segments

AM = —%Ft,
where again, the A operator expresses the difference between left
and right segments. Therefore, at points of such loads the slab
must always be split into segments to allow for the definition of
the transmission conditions.

Inserting the general solutions (S35) and (546) into the bound-
ary and transmission conditions, yields equations that only
depend on free constants. The set of equations can be assembled
into a system of linear equations with k = 6N}, degrees of free-
dom, where N}, is the number of beam segments. In matrix form,
the system reads

AN =F, AV =F,, (S53)

We=f. (554)

Here, W € R js a square matrix of full rank, ¢ € R* is the
vector of all free constants, and f € R is the right-hand-side
vector that contains the particular solutions and displacement dis-
continuities induced by concentrated loads. With only k degrees
of freedom, the system can be solved in real-time using stan-
dard methods such as Gaussian elimination or lower-upper (LU)
decomposition.

Computation of displacements, stresses and energy release
rates. Substituting the coefficients C™) obtained from Eq. (S54)
for each beam segment back into the general solutions (S35) and
(546), yields the vector z(x), which contains all slab displacement
functions, see Eq. (S25).

Inserting the slab deformation solution into Egs. (S14a) and
(S14b), provides weak-layer normal and shear stresses, respec-
tively. As discussed in the details of the mechanical model,
weak-interface models do not allow for capturing highly local-
ized stress concentrations (e.g., stress singularities) as they occur
at crack tips. However, it is known that outside the direct vicin-
ity of crack tips, the simplified weak-interface kinematics provide
accurate displacement and stress solutions. '®



The in-plane stresses oy, 0, and 7y, within layers of the slab
are obtained using the layers’ constitutive equations and exploit-
ing the equilibrium conditions.'® Using Hooke’s law and the
identities £x(x, z) = u'(x, z) = ug(x) + z¢’(x), the axial layer nor-
mal stresses can be expressed in terms of slab displacements in
the form

E(z)

ox(x,2) = —(u(')(x) + mp'(x)),

T (S55)

where Young’s modulus E(z) and Poisson’s ratio v(z) are layer-
wise, i.e., piecewise, constant in z-direction. Integrating the local
equilibrium condition

0Ty

_ doy aTxy
- oz’

0 ax dy

(S56)

with respect to z, where derivatives with respect to y vanish
owing to the plane-strain assumption, yields the in-plane layer
shear stress

Tyz(x,2) = —/o;(x,z)dz
- / %(ug(x) + z¢/’(x)) dz,

The second-order derivatives are obtained from the left-hand side
of Eq. (530) and integration with respect to z is performed using
the trapezoidal rule. Again, integrating the equilibrium condition

(S57)

0= IdTyz aTyZ %
T oox Iy oz’

(S58)

with respect to z under the same assumptions, yields the
interlayer normal stresses

0z(x,z) = —/T;Z(x,z) dz. (S59)
Here, differentiation is performed using difference quotients
with consideration of discontinuities. Finally, maximum (o1) and
minimum (oy) principal stresses are computed from

ox+0z | (ax—cz)2+ 5

5 > 2, . (S60)

OLm =

The model can be used to determine the energy release rate

of cracks. Here, we make use of the concept of anticracks, 23 that

allows for studying failure of a weak layer in a snowpack exhibit-

ing collapse.?* As typical for fracture mechanics,”® the symmetry

of the displacement field around the crack tip can be used to iden-

tify symmetric (mode I) and antisymmetric deformations (mode

I). We follow this convention to study mode I (crack closure)

and mode II (crack sliding) energy release rates of anticracks. The
energy release rate of cracks in weak interfaces can be given as

a(a)?  1(a)?
2kn 2k

G(a) = Gi(a) + Gu(a) = (S61)
where a denotes the crack-tip coordinate. The limitations of the
weak-interface kinematics yield energy release rates that cannot
capture very short cracks but, again, provide accurate results
for cracks of a minimum length.?® Cracks shorter than a few
millimeters cannot be studied by the present approach.

Model validation

With reference to previous analysis of snowpack layering,
we use three-layered slabs proposed as schematic hardness pro-
files,” that are composed of soft, medium, and hard snow
as benchmark slab configurations (Fig. 510). Assuming bonded
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Supplementary Figure S10 | Benchmark profiles. Illustration of bench-
mark snow profiles used in the present work. Material properties of
hard, medium, and soft slab layers (dark) and the weak layer (light)
are given in Table S2. The weak layer is 2 cm thick and the slab layers
have a thickness of 12 cm each.

Supplementary Table S2 | Snow profiles. Considered snow layers and
their elastic properties with reference to three-layer slabs.?’

Hand Density p Young’s  Poisson’s
Layer hardness  (kg/ m°) modulus  ratiov
index E (MPa)
Hard P 350 93.8 0.25
Medium 1F 270 30.0 0.25
Soft 4F 180 5.0 0.25
Weak layer  F- 100 0.15 0.25

Supplementary Table S3 | Material properties. Material properties
used throughout this work unless specified differently.

Property Symbol Value
Skier weight m 80kg
Slope angle Q@ 38°

Slab thicknesst h 36 cm
Weak-layer thickness' t 2cm
Effective ouf-of-plane ski length Iy 100 cm
Young’s modulus weak layer Ew 0.15 MPa
Poisson’s ratio v 0.25
Length of PST block Ipst 250 cm
Length of PST cut apsr 50 cm

* Thicknesses given in slope-normal direction.

slabs (e.g., rounded grains) and considering the density—hand
hardness relations, >’ we assume densities of p = 350, 270, and
180kg/m? for hard, medium, and soft snow layers with hand
hardness indices pencil (P), four fingers (4F), and one finger (1F),
respectively. From slab densities, we calculate the Young’s mod-
ulus using a density-parametrization developed using acoustic
wave propagation experiments®! and improved using full-field
displacement measurements >

py
Es(p) = Eo (—) , (S62)

Po
where y = 4.4 accounts for density scaling and Eg = 6.5-10> MPa
and pg = 917 kg/m? are Young’s modulus and density of ice. Each
slab layer is 12 cm thick and their individual material properties
are given in Table S2. With reference to previous studies who
report weak layer thickness between 0.2 and 3 cm,® we assume
a weak-layer thickness of f = 2cm. Following density measure-
ments of surface hoar layers that report densities i) between 44
and 215kg/m® with a mean of 102.5kg/m? and ii) between 75
and 252kg/m® with a mean of 132.4kg/m> using two differ-
ent measurement techniques, we assume a weak-layer density of
pwi = 100 kg/ma, and a Young’s modulus of Ey; = 0.15 MPa.3*
Other parameters are summarized in Table S3.

Finite element reference model. To validate the model, in

particular with respect to different slab layerings, we compare
the analytical solution to finite element analyses (FEA). The finite



Supplementary Figure S11 | Finite element model used for validation.
Discretization of a snowpack with slab and weak layer. Cracks are intro-
duced by removing all weak layer elements. Skier loads are applied as
vertical concentrated forces. Here, the case of a propagation saw test
is shown as an example. The rigid base layer below the weak layer has
a Young's modulus of E; = 10’2 MPa.

element model is assembled from individual layers with unit
out-of-plane width on an inclined slope (Fig. S11). Each layer is
discretized using at least 10 eight-node biquadratic plane-strain
continuum elements with reduced integration through its thick-
ness. The lowest layer corresponds to the weak layer and rests on a
rigid foundation. Weak-layer cracks are introduced by removing
all weak-layer elements on the crack length a. We perform a static
analysis of discrete geometric configurations with specific crack
lengths a. Crack advance is not considered. The mesh is refined
towards stress concentration such as crack tips and mesh conver-
gence has been controlled carefully. The weight of the snowpack
is introduced by providing the gravitational acceleration g and
assigning each layer its corresponding density p. The load intro-
duced by a skier is modeled as a concentrated force acting on
the top of the slab. If skier loading is considered, the horizontal
dimensions of the model are chosen large enough for all gradi-
ents to vanish. Typically 10 m suffice. Boundary conditions of PST
experiments are free ends. In the FE model, the energy release
rate of weak-layer cracks

_dM(a) ~ Tl(a + Aa) —Tl(a — Aa)
da 2Aa !

is computed using the central difference quotient to approximate
the first derivative of the total potential IT with respect to a. The
crack increment Aa corresponds to the element size and could
be increased twofold or threefold without impacting computed
values of Grr(a). Weak-layer stresses are evaluated in its vertical
center.

Displacement and stress fields. Although visual representa-
tions of deformation and stress fields are limited to qualitative
statements, they illustrate the principal responses of structures
in different load cases. For this purpose, Fig. 512 compares prin-
cipal stresses in a deformed slab-on-weak-layer system between
present model and finite element reference solution. The system is
loaded by the weight of the homogeneous slab BH and a concen-
trated force representing an 80 kg skier. Deformations are scaled
by a factor of 200 and the weak-layer thickness by a factor of 4. In
the slab, we show maximum principal normal stresses (tension)
normalized to their tensile normal strength 0} = 9.1 kPa obtained
from the scaling law

GrE(a) =

(S63)

244
¢ (p) = 240 kPa (ﬂ) ) (S64)
po
where pg = 917kg/m? is the density of ice.®® This illustrates
the potential of tensile slab fracture. In the weak layer, mini-
mum principal normal stresses (compression) normalized to their
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Supplementary Figure S12 | Stress field. Principal stresses and 200
times scaled snowpack deformations in the central 200 cm section of
a skier-loaded snowpack comparing the present model (top) and the
FEA reference model (bottom). In the homogeneous slab BH, maxi-
mum principal normal stresses o; (tension) normalized their tensile
strength o = 9.1kPa are shown. In the weak layer we show minimum
principal normal stresses oy (compression) normalized to an assumed
weak layer compressive strength of o7 = 2.6 kPa. The weak-layer thick-
ness is scaled by a factor of 4 for illustration.

rapid-loading compressive strength o7 = 2.6kPa® are shown,

illustrating the potential for weak-layer collapse. We choose prin-
cipal stresses for the visualization because they allow for the
assessment of complex stress states by incorporating several stress
components.

While the present model (Fig. S12, top panel) does not capture
the highly localized stresses at the contact point between skier
and slab observed in the FEA model (Fig. S12, bottom panel), the
overall stress fields are in excellent agreement. This is consistent
with Saint-Venant’s principle, according to which the far-field
effect of localized loads is independent of their asymptotic near-
field behavior. The same holds for the displacement field. While
the concentrated load introduces a dent in the slab’s top surface,
the overall deformations agree. With respect to the numerical
reference, the present model renders displacement fields and both
weak-layer and slab stresses well. Moreover, we can confirm the
model assumption of constant stresses through the thickness of
the weak layer.

Experimental validations are challenging since direct mea-
surements of stresses are not possible and displacement mea-
surements require considerable experimental effort. The latter
can be recorded using digital image correlation (DIC).%? From
their analysis, we use the DIC-recorded displacement field of the
first 1.3m of a 3.0 £ 0.1 m long flat-field propagation saw test
(Fig. 513, bottom panel). The PST was performed on January 7,
2019, had a slab thickness of & = 46 cm, a critical cut length of
a = 23 +2cm, and the density profile shown in Fig. S13 (left
panel) with a mean slab density of p = 111 + 6kg/m®. From
the density we computed individual layer stiffnesses according
to Eq. (S62). Figure 513 compares both in-plane deformations of
the snowpack (outlines) and the horizontal displacement fields
(colorized overlay) obtained from the present model (top panel)
and from DIC measurements (bottom panel). Deformations are
scaled by a factor of 100, the weak-layer thickness by a factor of 10
for their visualization. In-plane slab and weak-layer deformations
are in very good agreement. This is evident in both the deformed
contours and in the colorized displacement field overlay. Since
displacements are C 1_continuous across layer interfaces, the effect
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Supplementary Figure $13 | Displacement field. Horizontal displace-
ment field of the first 1.3m of a flat-field propagation saw test (PST)
with an 2 = 23cm cut into the t = 1cm weak layer under a b =
46 cm slab. Comparison of the present model (top) with full-field digi-
tal image correlation measurements (bottom). White patches indicate
missing data points. Deformations are scaled by a factor of 100 and
the weak-layer thickness by a factor of 10 for illustration.

of layering is not directly visible in the displacement field. How-
ever, the slightly larger-than-expected tilt of the slab at its left end
hints at a higher stiffness at the bottom of the slab and a compliant
top section.

Weak-layer stresses and energy release rates. For all bench-
mark profiles illustrated in Fig. 510, weak-layer shear and normal
stresses (7, o) obtained from the FEA model (dotted, light) and the
present analytical solution (solid, dark) are compared in Fig. S14.
We investigate a 38° inclined slope subjected to a concentrated
force equivalent to the load of an 80 kg skier on an effective out-
of-plane ski length of 1m. The finite element reference model
has a horizontal length of 10m, of which the central 3m are
shown. The boundary conditions of the present model require the
complementary solution (532) to vanish, representing an infinite
extension of the system.

Kinks in the model solution originate from the loading dis-
continuity introduced by the concentrated skier force. They are a
direct result of the plate-theory modeling approach. The agree-
ment with the FEA reference solution is close for all types of
investigated profiles and layering effects on weak-layer stress dis-
tributions are well captured. Only for profile AC, the present
solution slightly underestimates the normal stress peak directly
below the skier. This observation is not relevant for the predic-
tion of weak-layer failure in a snow cover.'* To study size effects
present in any structure, a nonlocal evaluation of stresses must be
used.**~* This has been discussed in detail by Leguillon*’, lay-
ing the foundation for the successful application of finite fracture
mechanics approaches with weak-interface models.**~¢ Effects
of bending stiffness (Fig. S14c vs. d) or bending—extension cou-
pling (Fig. S14e vs. f) resulting from different layering orders, will
be discussed in detail below.

A similar comparison of solutions for all profiles is given in
Fig. 515, where total energy release rates (ERRs) of weak-layer
anticracks in 38° inclined PST experiments are shown. Here, both
models consider free boundaries of the 1.2 m long PST block. The
structure is loaded by the weight of the slab and saw-introduced
cracks are modeled by removing all weak-layer elements on the
crack length a. This causes finite ERRs, even for very small cracks,
because a finite amount of strain energy is removed from the
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Supplementary Figure S14 | Weak-layer stresses. Weak-layer normal
and shear stresses (o, 1) owing to combined skier and snowpack-
weight loading for the benchmark profiles illustrated in Fig. S10. The
present solution (solid, dark) only slightly underestimates the maxi-
mum normal stresses with respect to the FEA reference (dotted, light)
in the case of profile AC. Material properties are given in Tables S2
and S3.

system with these elements. The ERR of a sharp crack is expected
to vanish in the limit of zero crack length (<« 1cm).

The principal behavior of the ERR as a function of crack length
is unaffected by the choice of profile. However, the different result-
ing stiffness and deformation properties influence the magnitude
of the energy release rate considerably. For instance, between
cases A and B, we observe a difference of almost 10 % (Fig. S15).

Figure 516 shows weak-layer fracture toughnesses determined
from critical cut lengths of PSTs with layered slabs throughout
the 2019 winter season using the present model. 37 The authors
performed 21 tests on the same weak layer. While we observe
small weak-layer fracture toughnesses at the beginning of January
2019, it quickly increases with the most significant precipitation
event in mid January and then remains comparatively constant
throughout the rest of the season. > For the purpose of validation
of the present model, it is to note that all fracture toughnesses
computed from the experiments lie within the bounds of the
to date lowest®® and highest® published values, 0.01]/m? and
2.7]/m?, respectively.
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Supplementary Figure S15 | Anticrack energy release rate. Total
energy release rates of weak-layer anticracks in 38° inclined PST
experiments of 120 cm length with the benchmark profiles illustrated
in Fig. S10. The present solution (solid, dark) and FEA reference (dotted,
light) are in good agreement. Material properties are given in Tables S2
and S3.

The present model can be classified as a structural-mechanics
model as frequently employed in fracture mechanics. Structural
models can be used to obtain effective quantities characteriz-
ing weak layers.?” Effective quantities of fracture mechanics
models are macroscopic quantities and always include micro-
scopic mechanisms without further resolving their microscopic
nature.?® Identifying microstructural interactions in the fracture
of highly-porous materials is a current active research topic. *"~*

In comparison to previous studies that used similar concepts
to model the structural response of layered snowpacks,’*? in
our model we also consider slope normal deformations and the
compliance of the weak layer. The latter effect has a substantial
influence on the modeled energy release rate, which is central in
this study.

Supplementary tables

Recorded data and literature data

Tables 54 and S5 list the experimental data with mean and stan-
dard deviation recorded at field sites A and B, respectively,
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Supplementary Figure $16 | Weak-layer fracture toughness. Weak-
layer fracture toughness determined with the present model from crit-
ical cut lengths of 21 flat-field propagation saw tests (PSTs) throughout
the 2019 winter season on the same surface-hoar weak layer cov-
ered by a layered slab of changing thickness.3%37 All results are within
the hatched boundaries indicating the thus far lowest3® and highest®
published fracture toughness of weak layers, 0.01]/m? and 2.7]/m?,
respectively.

between February 18 and March 10, 2022. Table S6 lists the
literature data® evaluated for the present study.

Supplementary Table S | Field site A. Experimental data recorded at
field site A between February 18 and March 3, 2022.

Slope Cut length Fracture toughness
Date
@ ac (cm) Gic §/m?)  Guc (/m?)
Feb18 0°+2° 10.90+1.00 0.892+0.173 0.022 + 0.008
10°+2° 15.50+1.00 0.880 +0.143 0.061 +0.012
15°+2°  14.75+1.00 0.645+0.112 0.070 £ 0.012
20°+2° 16.75+1.00 0.616 +0.106 0.101 +0.015
25°+2° 19.00+1.00 0.739 £0.126 0.157 +0.021
35°+£2° 20.00+1.00 0.509 +0.100 0.218 +0.026
40° +2° 23.50+1.00 0.592+0.117 0.305 + 0.034
45° +2°  26.50+1.00 0.602+0.126 0.391 +0.041
50°+£2° 28.75+1.00 0.459 +0.111 0.447 +0.046
50°+2° 31.00+1.00 0.599 +0.136 0.510 = 0.051
55°+2° 34.00+1.00 0.571+0.147 0.614 + 0.061
60°+2° 38.50+1.00 0.579+0.175 0.772 +0.077

Feb 23 —49° +2° 9.20£1.00 0.452 +0.059 0.098 +0.016

14° £2° 14.00 £1.00 0.431 +0.070 0.042 + 0.008
25°+2° 14.25+1.00 0.343 +0.064 0.087 +0.013
36°+2° 27.75+1.00 0.974+0.149 0.304 +0.032
47°+2°  28.00+1.00 0.542+0.106 0.367 = 0.039
53°+2° 35.75+1.00 0.720+0.151 0.567 + 0.056
57°+2° 38.00+1.00 0.447 +0.117 0.612 + 0.062
61°+2° 37.50+1.00 0.289 +0.094 0.606 + 0.064

(continued on next page)



Table S | Field site A (continued) Table S5 | Field site B (continued)
Date P ac (cm) G (J/m?) Gie (J/m?) Date P ac (cm) Gic (J/m?) Gie (J/m?)
64° £2° 46.75+1.00 0.346 +0.134 0.884 +0.091

P ac (cm) Gie (I/mz) Giic (]/mZ)

Feb24 -60°+2° 19.65+1.00 0.867 +0.102 0.147 +0.026

—50° +£2° 16.55+1.00 0.810 +0.094 0.109 + 0.020 Mar 07 59° £2° 29.75+1.00 0.635=+0.247 0.755 +0.098
—45° £2° 11.40+1.00 0.551 +0.069 0.091 +0.016
—40°+2° 16.75+1.00 0.928 +0.108 0.064 + 0.014 Mar 08 2°+£2° 14.25+1.00 0.575+0.095 0.039 +0.009
—27°+2° 14.75+1.00 0.802+0.099 0.025 =+ 0.008 13°£2° 16.75+1.00 0.696+0.119 0.111+0.019
—18° +2° 1455+1.00 0.779 +0.101 0.006 + 0.003 21°+£2° 17.00+1.00 0.542 +£0.100 0.137 +0.021
—10° +£2° 14.50+1.00 0.705 +0.094 0.000 + 0.000 29° +£2° 19.25+1.00 0.403 +£0.079 0.174 +0.023
1°+2° 1335+ 1.00 0.510+0.074 0.006 = 0.003 35°+£2° 19.75+1.00 0.326 +£0.071 0.202 +0.026
5°4+2° 17.75+1.00 0.720 +0.097 0.021 = 0.006 39°+2° 2525+1.00 0.584 +0.116 0.357 +0.041
60° +2° 43.25+1.00 0.391 +0.121 0.737 + 0.076 44° +2° 27.75+1.00 0.556 +0.118 0.430 +0.048
49° +2° 3225+1.00 0.711+0.156 0.609 + 0.066
Feb25 24°+2° 19.50+1.00 0.706 +0.106 0.126 +0.017 55°+2° 29.75+1.00 0.196 +0.066 0.418 +0.050
28°+2° 2290+1.00 0.817+0.119 0.182 +0.022 60° +2° 35.25+1.00 0.404+0.133 0.663 +0.080
32°+2° 2470+1.00 0.715+0.108 0.222 +0.026
35° 4+2° 2575 +1.00 1.045 + 0.157 0.285 + 0.031 Mar 09 —-53° +£2° 11.15+1.00 0.603 +0.077 0.038 +0.010
37° £2° 23.00+1.00 0.539 +0.091 0.240 + 0.027 —48° +2° 9.10+1.00 0.511 +0.069 0.035 +0.009
42° £2° 2850+1.00 0.870+0.143 0.371 + 0.038 —41° +2° 13.35+1.00 0.823 +£0.106 0.010 = 0.005
47° +£2° 2845 +1.00 0.501 = 0.098 0.386 + 0.040 —22°+2° 13.75+1.00 0.874 +0.122 0.002 + 0.002
53° +2° 33.75+1.00 0.394+0.094 0.515 + 0.051 —12° +2° 14.90+1.00 0.877 +0.125 0.016 + 0.006
53° +2° 31.25+1.00 0.510+0.112 0.482 +0.048 —1°+2° 9.90+1.00 0.375+0.067 0.011+0.004
56° +2° 34.00+1.00 0.377 £0.096 0.542 +0.054
57° +2° 49.00+1.00 0.064 +0.060 1.015 +0.112 Mar10 52°+2° 25.00+1.00 0.347 +0.114 0.723 +0.086
65° +2° 4250+1.00 0.141+0.072 0.778 + 0.079 56° £2° 20.25+1.00 0.127 £0.068 0.706 + 0.091
58° +2° 21.50+1.00 0.082+0.054 0.735+0.095
Mar02  7°+2° 13.40+1.00 0.458+0.066 0.016 + 0.005 62°+2° 26.00+£1.00 0.029+0.031 0.667 +0.086
16° +2° 925+1.00 0.248 +0.047 0.033 = 0.007 62° £2° 23.25+1.00 0.120 +£0.073 0.732 +0.095
28° £2° 20.50 £1.00 0.496 +0.076 0.143 +0.019 657 +2° 22.75+1.00 0.006+0.013 0.689 +0.095

35°+2° 28.25+1.00 0.875+0.128 0.280 + 0.030
42° +2° 31.00+1.00 0.699 +0.116 0.372 +0.038
48° +2° 31.75+1.00 0.437 +£0.089 0.425 +0.044
53°+2° 37.00+1.00 0.555+0.122 0.573 +0.056

Supplementary Table S6 | Historic data set. Literature data® on prop-
agation saw tests evaluated for the present study, truncated at two

56°£2° 4075+1.00 03860107 0.672+0067 S8t
62°+2° 41.75+1.00 0270 +0.09 0.736 + 0.074 Slope  Cut length Fracture toughness
63° +£2° 46.00+1.00 0.333+0.123 0.875+ 0.087 4
65° +2° 4550 +1.00 0.175+0.085 0.857 = 0.087 P ac (em) G (/m2)  Gue (/m?)
Mar03  8°+2° 1575+1.00 0.582+0.080 0.024 + 0.006 1 0°£2°  1998+1.00  038+0.05  0.000.00
11°+2° 1625+ 1.00 0.639+0.090 0.038 + 0.008 2 0°£2°  21.69+1.00  013+0.01  0.00+0.00
17°£2° 20.00+1.00 0.768+0.104 0.079 + 0.013 3 0°£2° 52044100 2024022  0.010.01
26°£2° 2225+1.00 0.617 +0.089 0.142 +0.019 4 0°£2°  3706+1.00  099+0.13  0.00+0.00
32°42° 2600+1.00 0.796+0.115 0.227 + 0.026 5 0°+2° 34414100  051+006  0.00«0.00
36°+£2° 24.75+1.00 0.499 +0.081 0.236 = 0.027 6 0°x2°  2919+1.00  051+006  0.000.00
42°+2° 31.25+1.00 0588 +0.102 0.367 « 0.038 7 0°£2° 31814100 0994012  0.000.00
46° £2° 3650 £1.00 0.915+0.156 0.513 + 0.049 8 0°£2° 27084100  0.18+0.02  0.00+0.00
50°+2° 3850+1.00 0.797 +0.153 0.589 + 0.056 9 0°£2° 3393+1.00 1.02+0.12  0.00+0.00
55° £2° 40.25+1.00 0.656+0.147 0.672 + 0.064 10 0°+2°  3030+1.00 0224002  0.010.00
50° £2° 44.50+1.00 0.393 +0.122 0.800 + 0.079 11 0°+2°  3053+1.00 0934012  0.00%0.00
12 0°£2°  2646+1.00 0184002  0.000.00
13 0°+2° 3318+1.00  1.06£0.13  0.00+0.00

Supplementary Table S5 | Field site B. Experimental data recorded at 14 0°+2° 34.00 + 1.00 029+002 0.0l +0.00
field site B between March 7 and March 10, 2022. 0° 4+ 2° 16.96 + 1.00 0.13+0.01  0.00 +0.00

0°+2° 34.21+1.00 0.30 +0.02 0.01 +0.00

—_
$;]

—_
=)}

Slope Cut length Fracture toughness

Date (continued on next page) (continued on next page)



Table S6 | Historic data set (continued)

Table S6 | Historic data set (continued)

# @ ac (cm) Gic (J/m?) Gre (/m?) # @ ac (cm) Gic (J/m?) Gre (/m?)
17 0°x2° 34.63+1.00 0.30 £ 0.02 0.01 £0.00 70 0°+2° 38.69+1.00 0.72 £ 0.07 0.00 +0.00
18  0°+2° 31.53+1.00 0.26 + 0.02 0.00 +0.00 71 0°+2° 41.01+1.00 1.43+0.16 0.00 £ 0.00
19 0°x2° 38.46+1.00 0.37 £0.03 0.01 £0.00 72 0°+2° 39.06 +1.00 0.71 £0.07 0.00 £ 0.00
20 0°+2° 29.54+1.00 0.33 £0.04 0.00 £ 0.00 73 0°+2° 37.61+1.00 1.07+0.12 0.01 £0.00
21 0°+x2° 31.18+1.00 0.42 +0.05 0.00 +0.00 74 0°+2° 46.29+1.00 1.68 £0.20 0.01+0.01
22 0°+2° 53.80+1.00 3.11 +0.38 0.00+0.01 75 0°+2° 47.90+1.00 1.39+0.14 0.01+0.01
23 0°+2° 51.39+1.00 2.93 +0.36 0.00 +0.01 76 0°+2° 56.34+1.00 2.18+0.23 0.01+0.01
24 0°+x2° 28.60=+1.00 0.43 £ 0.04 0.00 +0.00 77 0°+2° 33.61+1.00 1.28 +0.16 0.00 +0.00
25 0°+2° 4457 +1.00 0.99 £0.11 0.01 £0.00 78 0°+2° 48.23+1.00 1.87+0.21 0.00 £ 0.00
26 0°+2° 3210+1.00 0.54 £ 0.07 0.00 £ 0.00 79 0°+2° 5243+1.00 3.55+£0.46 0.00 £0.01
27 0°+2° 38.27+1.00 1.16 £ 0.13 0.00 £ 0.00 80 0°+2° 69.26 £1.00 6.22 £0.75 0.00 £ 0.01
28 0°+2° 16.54+1.00 0.44 + 0.06 0.00 +0.00 81 0°+2° 58.13+1.00 4.12 +0.50 0.01+0.01
29  0°+2° 20.72+1.00 0.19 +£0.02 0.00 +0.00 82 0°+2° 71.48+1.00 6.25 +0.74 0.01+0.01
30 0°+x2° 23.16+1.00 0.20 +0.02 0.00 +0.00 83 0°+2° 77.64+1.00 15.16 +£2.00 0.00 +0.01
31 0°=x2° 8.82 +£1.00 0.05 +0.01 0.00 +0.00 84 0°+2° 40.21+1.00 1.40 +0.16 0.00 +0.00
32 0°+2° 1591+1.00 0.10 £ 0.01 0.00 £ 0.00 85 0°+2° 32.21+1.00 0.29 £0.03 0.00 £ 0.00
33 0°+2° 24.18+1.00 0.26 +£0.03 0.00 £ 0.00 86 0°+2° 37.94+1.00 0.78 £ 0.07 0.01 £0.00
34 0°+2° 24.63+1.00 0.27 £0.03 0.00 £ 0.00 87 0°+2° 24.82+1.00 0.46 £ 0.05 0.00 +0.00
35 0°+2° 23.35+1.00 0.25 +0.03 0.00 +0.00 88 0°+2° 32.81+1.00 0.65 + 0.06 0.00 +0.00
36  0°+2° 29.32+1.00 0.35 +0.04 0.01 +0.00 89 0°+2° 27.86+1.00 0.41 +0.05 0.00 +0.00
37 0°+2° 2691+1.00 0.30 £ 0.03 0.00 + 0.00 90 0°+2° 36.42+1.00 0.63 £ 0.07 0.00 +0.00
38  0°+2° 3291+1.00 0.39 £ 0.04 0.01 £0.00 91 0°+2° 26.62+1.00 0.36 £ 0.04 0.00 £ 0.00
39  0°+2° 31.90+1.00 0.37 £0.03 0.01 £0.00 92 0°+2° 23.73+1.00 0.29 £0.03 0.00 £ 0.00
40 0°+2° 33.27+1.00 0.39 £0.04 0.01 £0.00 93 0°+2° 16.65+1.00 0.20 £ 0.02 0.00 £ 0.00
41 0°+2° 27.45+1.00 0.31+£0.03 0.00 £ 0.00 94 0°+2° 31.46+1.00 0.43 £0.04 0.00 +0.00
42 0°+2° 31.86+1.00 0.38 + 0.04 0.00 +0.00 95 0°+2° 36.73+1.00 0.54 +0.05 0.01 +0.00
43 0°+2° 31.43=+1.00 0.68 +0.08 0.00 +0.00 96 0°+2° 35.24+1.00 0.50 +0.05 0.00 +0.00
44  0°+2° 29.79+1.00 0.32 +£0.03 0.01 £0.00 97 0°+2° 28.25+1.00 0.53 £0.05 0.00 +0.00
45  0°+2° 34.47+1.00 0.45 £ 0.04 0.01 £0.00 98 0°+2° 32.99+1.00 0.54 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
46  0°+2° 3542+1.00 0.49 £0.05 0.01 £0.00 99 0°+2° 30.27+1.00 0.60 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
47 0°+2° 21.80+1.00 0.19 £ 0.02 0.00 £ 0.00 100 0°+2° 28.38+1.00 0.59 £ 0.06 0.00 +0.00
48 0°+2° 23.19+1.00 0.22 +0.03 0.00 +0.00 101 0°+2° 27.54+1.00 0.54 + 0.06 0.00 +0.00
49  0°+2° 36.76+1.00 0.80 +0.10 0.00 +0.00 102 0°+2° 32.86+1.00 0.66 + 0.07 0.00 +0.00
50 0°+2° 23.11+1.00 0.32 +0.04 0.00 +0.00 103 0°+2° 60.72+1.00 1.22+£0.07 0.09 +0.01
51 0°+2° 23.62+1.00 0.26 +£0.03 0.00 + 0.00 104 0°+2° 20.07+1.00 0.41 £0.05 0.00 +0.00
52 0°+2° 18.71+1.00 0.36 £ 0.04 0.00 £ 0.00 105 0°+2° 32.31+1.00 0.64 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
53  0°+2° 24.43+1.00 0.48 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00 106 0°+2° 41.95+1.00 2.09 £0.29 0.00 £ 0.00
54 0°+2° 28.36+1.00 0.56 + 0.09 0.00 £ 0.00 107 0°+2° 44.08+1.00 0.56 +0.04 0.03 £0.00
55 0°+2° 47.10+1.00 2.36 +0.29 0.00 +0.00 108 —-8°+2° 16.14+1.00 0.17 £ 0.02 0.00 +0.00
56 0°+2° 23.00+1.00 0.45 + 0.06 0.00 +0.00 109 -8°+2° 25.55+1.00 0.27 +0.02 0.00 +0.00
57 0°+2° 38.22+1.00 0.68 + 0.07 0.00 + 0.00 110  -9°+2° 25.63+1.00 0.27 £ 0.02 0.00 +0.00
58 0°+2° 25.30+1.00 0.79 £ 0.09 0.00 +0.00 111 -10°+2° 32.32+1.00 0.63 £0.07 0.00 £ 0.00
59 0°+2° 34.75+1.00 1.10 £0.12 0.00 £ 0.00 112 -10°+2° 30.30 +1.00 0.39 £0.03 0.00 £ 0.00
60 0°+2° 35.44+1.00 1.38 £ 0.16 0.00 £ 0.00 113 -10°+2° 32.82+1.00 0.73 £0.07 0.00 £ 0.00
61 0°+2° 38.39+1.00 1.50 £ 0.17 0.00 £ 0.00 114 -10°+2° 29.41+1.00 0.59 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
62 0°+2° 2098 +1.00 0.86 +0.11 0.00 +0.00 115 -10°+2° 31.14+1.00 0.69 +0.07 0.00 +0.00
63 0°+2° 29.36+1.00 0.61 +0.07 0.00 +0.00 116 -10°+2° 37.14+1.00 0.98 +0.10 0.00 +0.00
64 0°+2° 46.27+1.00 117 +£0.11 0.01+£0.01 117 -10°+2° 31.80+1.00 0.48 £ 0.04 0.00 +0.00
65 0°+2° 33.99+1.00 0.67 £ 0.07 0.01 £0.00 118 -10°+2° 25.67 +1.00 0.49 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
66 0°+2° 36.80+1.00 0.80 + 0.09 0.00 £ 0.00 119 -10°+2° 24.88+1.00 0.53 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00
67 0°+2° 29.06+1.00 0.55 £ 0.06 0.00 £ 0.00 120 -10°+2° 28.89+1.00 0.60 £ 0.07 0.00 £ 0.00
68 0°+2° 27.58+1.00 0.52 +0.06 0.00 +0.00 121 -10° +2° 49.62 +1.00 0.89 + 0.06 0.00 +0.00
69 0°+2° 30.56 +1.00 0.59 +0.07 0.00 +0.00 122 -10° +2° 30.65+1.00 0.52 +0.05 0.00 +0.00

(continued on next page)
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Table S6 | Historic data set (continued)

Table S6 | Historic data set (continued)

# ® ac (cm) G (J/m?) Gue (J/m?) # ® ac (cm) Gre (J/m?) Gre (J/m?)
123 -13°+2° 17.31+1.00 0.19 +£0.02 0.00 +0.00 176  —34° £2° 66.21 +1.00 3.28 £0.35 0.05+0.01
124 -15°+2° 17.13+1.00 0.18 £ 0.02 0.00 +0.00 177 -34° £2° 60.86 +1.00 1.07 £ 0.07 0.00 +0.00
125 -15°+2° 17.15+1.00 0.17 £ 0.02 0.00 +0.00 178 -35°+2° 39.18+1.00 0.31 +£0.02 0.00 +0.00
126 —-17°+2° 19.43+1.00 0.20 £ 0.02 0.00 +0.00 179 -35°+2° 23.03+1.00 0.43 +£0.03 0.02 +£0.00
127 -18°+2° 29.08 +1.00 0.80 + 0.08 0.01 +£0.00 180 -35°+2° 20.70+1.00 0.37 £ 0.03 0.02 +£0.00
128 -18°+2° 53.46 +1.00 4.55+0.57 0.01 £0.01 181 -36°+2° 44.30+1.00 0.99 £ 0.07 0.07 £0.02
129 -18°+2° 42.11+1.00 2.90 £0.38 0.01 £0.01 182 -36°+2° 37.65+1.00 1.33+£0.13 0.12+£0.02
130 -18°+2° 37.17+1.00 1.03 +0.10 0.00 +0.00
131 -18°+2° 21.40+1.00 0.29 +0.03 0.00 +0.00
132 —18°52° 56462100 397:03 008002  Supplementary references
133 —-19°+2° 19.72+1.00 0.18 £ 0.02 0.01 +0.00 . . . I

° o [1] Fierz, C. et al. The international classification for seasonal snow on the
134 -19°+2° 36.74+1.00 0.32+0.02 0.00+0.00 ground. IHP-VII Technical Documents in Hydrology 83 (2009).
135 -19°+2° 64.28+1.00 1.83 £0.11 0.00 £ 0.00
136 —=20° +2° 56.61+1.00 2.26 +0.22 0.02 + 0.01 [2] van Herwijnen, A. & Jamieson, B. High-speed photography of fractures
137 —20° +2° 37.04 +1.00 1.08 + 0.11 0.02 + 0.01 in weak snowpack layers. Cold Regions Science and Technology 43, 71-
138 —20°+2° 2270+£1.00  026+0.02  0.000.00 €2 (2003).
139 —-20°+2° 33.21+1.00 0.47 +0.03 0.00 = 0.00 [3] Gauthier, D. & Jamieson, B. Towards a field test for fracture propagation
140 —20°+2° 18.30+1.00 0.20 + 0.02 0.01 +0.00 propensity in weak snowpack layers. Journal of Glaciology 52, 164-168
141 -20°+2° 2511+1.00 033004  0.010.00 (2006).
142 -20° +2° 4598 +1.00 1.28 +0.12 0.02+0.01 [4] Sigrist, C., Schweizer, )., Schindler, H.-). & Dual, J. The energy release
143 -20° +2° 50.44 +1.00 2.11+0.22 0.02 +0.01 rate of mode Il fractures in layered snow samples. International Journal
144 -20° +2° 56.14+1.00 2.49 +0.26 0.02 + 0.01 of Fracture 139, 461-475 (2006). URL http://link.springer.com/10.1007/
145 —20°+2° 60.99+1.00  458+052  0.03+0.01 s10704-006-6580-9.
146 -21°+2° 23.12+1.00 0.17 £ 0.02 0.00 £ 0.00 [5] van Herwijnen, A. et al. Estimating the effective elastic modulus and
147 -21°+2° 17.00+1.00 0.11 +0.01 0.00 +0.00 specific fracture energy of snowpack layers from field experiments.
148 -21°+£2° 3207+1.00  1.61+0.17  0.05+0.01 Journal of Glaciology 62, 997-1007 (2016).
149 -21°+2° 22.58+1.00 0.15+0.01 0.00 +0.00 [6] Boggs, P.T. Byrd, R. H. & Schnabel, R. A Stable and Efficient Algorithm for
150 -21°+2° 18.01+1.00 0.12 +£0.01 0.00 +0.00 Nonlinear Orthogonal Distance Regression. SIAM Journal on Scientific
151 -21°+2° 35.25+1.00 0.38+0.03  0.00+0.00 and Statistical Computing 8, 1052-1078 (1987).
152 _212 * ZZ 19.23 +1.00 0.23 +0.02 0.01+0.00 [7]1 Boggs, P. T, Donaldson, J. R., Byrd, R. h. & Schnabel, R. B. Algorithm 676:
153 -21°+2 6.46 +1.00 0.04 £0.01 0.00 + 0.00 ODRPACK: software for weighted orthogonal distance regression. ACM
154 -21° +2° 6.36 + 1.00 0.04 +0.01 0.00 +0.00 Transactions on Mathematical Software 15, 348-364 (1989).
155 -217£2°  2625+1.00 L12£0.11 0.05+0.01 [8] Boggs, P. T., Byrd, R. H., Rogers, J. E. & Schnabel, R. B. User's Refer-
156 _21: + 22 41.73 +1.00 1.86+0.19 0.05+0.01 ence éuide 'for OD,RPACK’Version,2.01 Software for \’Neighted Orthogonal
157 —22°+2° 19.97+1.00 0.13 £0.01 0.00 = 0.00 Distance Regression. U.S. Department of Commerce 99 (1992).
158 —-22°+2° 16.85+1.00 0.19 +£0.02 0.00 +0.00 . 3 3 L 3 . .
159 —23°+2° 4276 +1.00 0.37 +0.03 0.00 =+ 0.00 [9] Manti¢, V., Tavara, L., Blazquez, A., Graciani, E. & Paris, F. A linear elastic-

o mo DO DO DOGEDe brittle interface model: application for the onset and propagation of
160 _240 * 20 31.09 +1.00 0.39+0.04 0.02+0.00 a fibre-matrix interface crack under biaxial transverse loads. Interna-
161 —25°+2° 15.46+1.00 0.07+0.01  0.00 +0.00 tional Journal of Fracture 195, 15-38 (2015). URL http:/ /link.springer.
162 -25°+2° 26.50 +1.00 0.33+0.03 0.00 + 0.00 com/10.1007 /s10704-015-0043-0.
163 -26°+2° 26.53+1.00 0.21 +£0.02 0.00 +0.00 . .

o o [10] Benzeggagh, M. L. & Kenane, M. Measurement of mixed-mode delamina-
164 —26°+2 30.78 =1.00 0.26 +0.02 0.00 £0.00 tion fracture toughness of unidirectional glass/epoxy composites with
165 -27°+2° 23.61+1.00 052+0.04  0.02+0.00 mixed-mode bending apparatus. Composites Science and Technology
166 —27°+2° 25.41+1.00 0.55 +0.04 0.02 +0.00 56, 439-449 (1996).
167 —28°+2° 27.67+1.00 0.12+0.01 0.00 +0.00 . . L .

o o [11] Hutchinson, J. W. & Suo, Z. Mixed Mode Cracking in Layered Materials.
168 —-28°+2° 29.35+1.00 0.14+0.01  0.00+0.00 In Journal of Applied Mechanics, vol. 27, 63-191 (1991).
169 -28°+2° 29.84+1.00 0.17 £ 0.01 0.00 £ 0.00
170 —28°+2° 32.07+1.00 0.54 + 0.04 0.00 = 0.00 [12] Marsavina, L. & Linul, E. Fracture toughness of rigid polymeric foams:
171 —28°+2° 4174 +1.00 0.57 +0.07 0.00 £ 0.00 A review. Fatigue & Fracture of Engineering Materials & Structures 43,

- o DO DO 83-: 5

172 -30°+2° 44294100  0.81+0.06  0.02=0.01 24832514 (2020)
173 -31°+2° 36.61+1.00 0.33 +0.03 0.01 +=0.00 [13] Rosendahl, P. L. & WeiRgraeber, P. Modeling snow slab avalanches
174 —=32° +£2° 40.96 + 1.00 0.92 + 0.06 0.01 +0.00 caused by weak-layer failure - Part 1: Slabs on compliant and col-
175 _33° :20 66.99 : 1.00 1.66 ; 013 0.02 : 0.01 lapsible weak layers. The Cryosphere 14, 115-130 (2020). URL https:
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[14]

[15]

[17]

/ /www.the-cryosphere.net/14/115/2020/.

Rosendahl, P. L. & WeiBgraeber, P. Modeling snow slab avalanches
caused by weak-layer failure - Part 2: Coupled mixed-mode criterion
for skier-triggered anticracks. The Cryosphere 14, 131-145 (2020). URL
https:/ /www.the-cryosphere.net/14/131/2020/.

WeiRgraeber, P. & Rosendahl, P. L. A closed-form model for layered snow
slabs. The Cryosphere Discussions 2022, 1-37 (2022).

Reddy, J. N. Mechanics of Laminated Composite Plates and Shells:
Theory and Analysis (CRC Press, Boca Raton, 2003), 2nd edn.

Goland, M. & Reissner, E. The stresses in cemented joints. Journal of
Applied Mechanics 11, A17-A27 (1944).
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