
3D Bioprinted Breast Cancer Model Reveals Stroma-Mediated Modulation of 

Extracellular Matrix and Radiosensitivity 

 

 

Supplementary data 

 

Supplementary Figure 1: IKVAV functionalized ink is mechanically suitable for 

bioprinting and supports MCF-7 growth. 

a. Schematic representation of IKVAV peptide on laminin α chain, that is mixed with 

hyaluronic acid and collagen type I to compose the final hydrogel. b. Brightfield imaging of 

IKVAV functionalized HAMA-ColMA hydrogel at various concentrations of IKVAV peptide. 

Aggregates can be observed at 2mg/mL. Scale bars: 500μm. c. MCF-7 GFP+ fluorescence 

mean intensity (FMI) (N=3 n=6-11) for 72h post-seeding in the hydrogel at displayed 

concentrations. d. Metabolic activity at 7 days (right, N=3 n=5-12) after seeding in IKVAV 

functionalized hydrogel at the displayed concentrations. e. Viscometry of the HAMA-ColMA 

ink functionalized with 1mg/mL of IKVAV (N=3). f. Rheology of the HAM-ColMA + 

1mg/mL IKVAV photopolymerized hydrogel (N=3). Shown is mean ± s.d. P values were 

computed with Kurskal Wallis test followed by Dunn’s post hoc comparison test. 

**P<0.01;***P<0.001;****P<0.0001.  



Supplementary Figure 2: DNA integrity is not disrupted by photo-polymerization. 

Confocal images of MCF-7 cells stained for nucleus (DAPI, blue) and γH2Ax (red), irradiated 

to different doses. Scale bar: 20µm.  



 

Supplementary Figure 3: BpBCM is obtainable reproducibly in a medium throughput 

fashion without altering cell viability. 

a. Confocal images of the cell lines MCF-7, HUVEC, CAF and NMF bioprinted in the HAMA-

ColMA-IKVAV hydrogel. Cells are stained with Calcein-AM (Live, green) and EthD-1 (Dead, 

red) 24h post-printing. Scale bars; 200µm. b. Viability quantification of the different cell lines 

24h after microextrusion (N=3, n=5-13). The red dotted-line shows 70% viability limit from 

norm ISO-10993-5. c. Representative replicates of bioprinted models 4h post-printing. 

HUVEC mKate+ (red) were encapsulated in the stromal bioink and MCF-7 GFP+ (green) in 

the cancer bioink. Scale bar: 1000μm. d. Representative picture of a 24 well plate with models 

printed in the center of each well. Medium was removed from the wells for the picture. Shown 

are mean ± s.d. P values were computed by Kruskal-Wallis test followed by Dunn’s post-hoc 

correction. *p<0.05; ***p<0.001.  



Supplementary Figure 4: bicultures with stromal cells does not affect cancer cell 

maturation and triCAF microvascular network develops in 3D 

a. Representative ki67 immunostaining (gray), and stained nuclei using DAPI (blue), of 

BpBCM models printed with MCF-7 GFP+ (green) in co-culture conditions. Scale bar: 100µm. 

b,c. Spheroid volume (b) and ki67 spheroid positivity (c) on day 4 and 7 in the different culture 

conditions (N=3, n=4-12). d. Representative 3D image and microvascular network 

reconstruction from a triCAF condition HUVEC (red) confocal acquisition. Scale bars: 100µm. 

All data represent mean ± s.d. P-values were calculated with Kruskal-Wallis test corrected by 

Dunn’s multiple comparison test. ns: non significant;*P<0.05;**P<0.01;***P<0.001.  



 

Supplementary Figure 5: Proteomics analysis of matrix deposition by CAF and NMF 

a. Flow cytometry mean fluorescence intensity histogram of CAF cells stained for CD29, FAP 

and αSMA. Signal is compared to unstained cells as control. b. Topography images of atomic 

force microscopy experiment with similar surfaces. Scale bar: 5µm. c. Example force curve of 

CAF and NMF BpBCM. The steeper slope of CAF condition illustrates higher stiffness. d. 

Apparent Young’s modulus distribution from individual curves measurement. Shown as mean 

± s.d. P-values were calculated with Kruskal-Wallis test corrected by Dunn’s multiple 

comparison test. ****p<0.0001.  



Supplementary Figure 6: Treated models imaging. 

a. Representative acquisitions by epifluorescence of treated MCF-7 GFP+ (green) models used 

for quantifications in Fig.5b,c. Only control and maximum doses are displayed. Scale bar: 

500µm. b. Full-size and close-up of Fig.5d. Representative immunostaining for ki67 (gray), 

MCF-7 GFP+ (green), nuclei (blue) of triNMF and triCAF models after 0 or 10 Gy irradiations. 

Scale bar: 100µm.   



Supplementary Figure 7: Treatment and paracrine communication 

a. Heatmap of the 91 detected cytokines in BpBCM medium conditioned for 72h post-

treatment on day 4 (N=4). b. Representation of cytokines showing significant regulation 

between CAF and NMF, or after treatment. c. Relative mRNA expression of CXCL-1 in CAF 

or NMF cells (N=3).  d. Relative CXCL-1 concentrations in BpBCM models in mono- or 

tricultures medium conditioned for 72h from day 4 to day 7 (N=3, n=2-10). e. Representative 

membranes chemiluminescence reading from the dot blot assays and grid coordinates. Protein 



coordinates are available in appendix of Supplementary information. Shown as mean ± s.d. P-

values were calculated with a 2-Way ANOVA corrected with Benjamini-Hochberg method (b) 

and Kruskal-Wallis test corrected by Dunn’s multiple comparison test (d). *p<0.05; 

***p<0.001. 

  



Supplementary Video 1: Single model bioprinting 

Video of the bioprinting process. The cancer center is deposited (slow motion) by a first 

printhead and pre-polymerized for 5s. A second printhead surrounds the center with the stromal 

periphery (slow motion) and the whole model is photo-polymerized for 30s. 

 

Supplementary Video 2: Multimodel bioprinting 

Video (speed x5) of the bioprinting process in a 24 well plate support. An additional printhead 

was used to dispense medium after each print. 

 

Supplementary Video 3: MDA-MB-231 BpBCM invasion 

3D reconstruction of a BpBCM printed with MDA-MB-231 breast cancer cell line (green) in 

the center cancer area instead of MCF-7. MDA-MB-231 cells are invading the stroma 

composed of fibroblasts and HUVEC (red) after 7 days. Scale bar: dynamic, visible on the 

video. 

 

Supplementary Video 4: HRE-dUnaG model timelapse 

Timelapse imaging of a BpBCM containing a cancer center with MCF-7 transduced with the 

HRE-dUnaG reporter (Green). The model was followed in brightfield (grey) and images were 

taken every 2h for 7 days. Scale bar: 1000µm. 

 

 

Appendix 

Dot blot protein coordinates.pdf  

(from R&D Systems Proteome Profiler Human XL Cytokine Array  manual ; Kit Catalog #: 

ARY022B) 
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