
 

 

Supplemental Digital Content 2. Full online survey. 

Diverticulitis Eligibility Survey 

Thanks for your interest in our study! Please answer the questions below to confirm that you are 

eligible to participate. If you provide an answer that indicates you are not eligible, a message will 

appear that the survey has ended. 

  

   
 

   
  

   
  

 

   
  

   
  



 

 

Participant Demographic Info 

Please complete the questions below to tell us more about yourself. 

Thank you! 

 

Age 

 

If yes, about how many times have you been hospitalized for 

diverticulitis? 
__________________________________ 

About how many episodes of diverticulitis have you had? 
__________________________________ 

 
please list their relationship to you. 

 

 

   

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

  
   

  
  

 

 
  



 

 

Diverticulitis Questions 

Please complete the survey below about your experience with diverticulitis. 

Thank you! 

We are planning a study to see whether antibiotics are necessary to treat diverticulitis. In this 

study, people who came to the emergency department with an episode or diverticulitis flare would 

either take antibiotics or a placebo ("sugar pill") without knowing which one they are taking. These 

are both safe options and people would only be in the study if their doctors agreed that it was safe 

for them. Before we do this study, we want to hear from patients with diverticulitis. We want to 

hear about your experiences and thoughts about participating in a study like this. Completing this 

survey does not require you to participate in the later study. 

 

Please explain your answer (optional): 

  
__________________________________________ 

 

On a scale of 1-10, how confident are you that antibiotics 

are needed to treat diverticulitis? (1 means you do NOT 

think they are necessary, and 10 

  

means you are certain that they are necessary) 

 

Below are reasons that someone might want to participate. Please rank them in order of most to 

least important to you. Rank the most important one #1 and the least important one #5. 

Getting paid money or a gift card 

 

Avoiding side effects* from antibiotics 

Having close follow-up with my doctor 

Helping reduce the rates of antibiotic resistance** for the good of the public 

Helping make guidelines*** for treatment better 

 

* The most common side effects of antibiotics used to treat diverticulitis are nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, 

abdominal pain, and rash. Rare but more serious side effects include C. diff infection, confusion, and seizures. 

** When doctors give antibiotics too much, they don't work as well. This is called "antibiotic 

resistance." It's important for doctors to only give you antibiotics when they are necessary. 

*** Guidelines are recommendations by experts based on experiences with patients and research. 

Doctors use guidelines to help them make decisions about treatment.

  
  

 



 

 

What might increase your willingness to participate in 

a study like this? __________________________________ 

Please rank the following in order of what is most to least important to you for making decisions 

about your healthcare. Rank the most important one #1 and the least important one #5: 

What my doctor thinks 

What the doctor seeing me in the Emergency Department thinks 

What I read online 

What I've experienced in the past 
What I've learned from friends/family members 

Below are factors you might be concerned about or afraid of when you have diverticulitis. Please 

rank them in order, with the most concerning/fearsome one #1 and the least concerning/fearsome 

one #5: 

  

Being admitted to the hospital 

Needing treatment with antibiotics 

Needing an ostomy bag 

Needing emergency surgery 

Going to the Emergency 

Department 

 

What else are you concerned about or afraid of when 
you have diverticulitis? __________________________________ 
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