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Reviewer Comments & Decisions:  
 

Decision Letter, initial version: 

 

21st March 2024 

 

*Please ensure you delete the link to your author homepage in this e-mail if you wish to forward it to 

your co-authors. 

 

Dear Dr Mo, 

 

Your manuscript entitled "Consistent climatic controls of global wood density among angiosperms and 

gymnosperms" has now been seen by 2 reviewers, whose comments are attached. The reviewers have 

raised a number of concerns which will need to be addressed before we can offer publication in Nature 

Ecology & Evolution. We will therefore need to see your responses to the criticisms raised and to some 

editorial concerns, along with a revised manuscript, before we can reach a final decision regarding 

publication. 

 

We therefore invite you to revise your manuscript taking into account all reviewer and editor 

comments. Please highlight all changes in the manuscript text file. 

 

We are committed to providing a fair and constructive peer-review process. Do not hesitate to contact 

us if there are specific requests from the reviewers that you believe are technically impossible or 

unlikely to yield a meaningful outcome. 

 

When revising your manuscript: 

 

* Include a “Response to reviewers” document detailing, point-by-point, how you addressed each 

reviewer comment. If no action was taken to address a point, you must provide a compelling argument. 

This response will be sent back to the reviewers along with the revised manuscript. 

 

* If you have not done so already please begin to revise your manuscript so that it conforms to our 

Article format instructions at http://www.nature.com/natecolevol/info/final-submission. Refer also to 

any guidelines provided in this letter. 
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* Include a revised version of any required reporting checklist. It will be available to referees (and, 

potentially, statisticians) to aid in their evaluation if the manuscript goes back for peer review. A revised 

checklist is essential for re-review of the paper. 

 

Please use the link below to submit your revised manuscript and related files: 

 

[REDACTED] 

 

Note: This URL links to your confidential home page and associated information about manuscripts you 

may have submitted, or that you are reviewing for us. If you wish to forward this email to co-authors, 

please delete the link to your homepage. 

 

We hope to receive your revised manuscript within four to eight weeks. If you cannot send it within this 

time, please let us know. We will be happy to consider your revision so long as nothing similar has been 

accepted for publication at Nature Ecology & Evolution or published elsewhere. 

 

Nature Ecology & Evolution is committed to improving transparency in authorship. As part of our efforts 

in this direction, we are now requesting that all authors identified as ‘corresponding author’ on 

published papers create and link their Open Researcher and Contributor Identifier (ORCID) with their 

account on the Manuscript Tracking System (MTS), prior to acceptance. ORCID helps the scientific 

community achieve unambiguous attribution of all scholarly contributions. You can create and link your 

ORCID from the home page of the MTS by clicking on ‘Modify my Springer Nature account’. For more 

information please visit please visit www.springernature.com/orcid. 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or would like to discuss these revisions 

further. 

 

We look forward to seeing the revised manuscript and thank you for the opportunity to review your 

work. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

[REDACTED] 
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Reviewers' comments: 

 

Reviewer #1 (Remarks to the Author): 

 

see attached file 

 

 

Reviewer #2 (Remarks to the Author): 

 

The authors use a large data set on wood density to access the global wood density distribution and its 

drivers, especially for angiosperms and gymnosperms; and also estimate the total live forest biomass by 

integrating the wood density map with live tree volume, biomass expansion factors and root mass 

fractions. They map the geographic variation of wood density and show that that mean annual 

temperature is the most influential factor on CWD for both angiosperms and gymnosperms. 

Additionally, the results highlight the effects of human modification and fire risk 

on global forest biomass. Generally, the topic is very interesting and the manuscript is well written. 

However, there are some issues need to be addressed. 

 

Lines 406-407, the wood density in tropical dry forests being up to twice as dense as that in boreal 

forests, which is supported by the results? This conclusion was not found in the results, and it is better 

to provide in the text or supporting information. 

Line 408, annual temperature and soil moisture should be clear for readers. 

Line 434, the 9 reference is better to be cited here. 

Lines 437-444, references are needed here. 

Lines 446-448，this is for gymnosperms that should be mentioned again. 

Line 471, the general information of both angiosperm and gymnosperm trees is helpful for readers, such 

as the ranges of DBH or height, because plant size also clearly affects wood density. If possible, please 

provide these data. 

Line472，what hypotheses? 

Line 489, maybe 32% is wrong, please to check. 

Line 484, the authors focus on angiosperm and gymnosperm trees, which was indicated by the title; but 

authors did not show the values in figure, but show these values in lines 508-509, why? Personally, the 

values of angiosperm and gymnosperm trees should be shown in the first section, i.e., line 484, maybe it 

is more appropriate to integrate into Figure 1. 

Line 494, need to check the unit. 

Line 495, the full name of WWF in Table S3 should be provided. 
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Line 507, conifers or gymnosperm? 

Lines 515-518, g/cm3 or g cm-3? should be unify throughout the paper. 

Line 543, need to check. 

Line 579, maybe fire intensity is more important than fire frequency, but the data for fire intensity is 

difficult to get. 

Line 674，few contents on along successional stages were mentioned throughout the manuscript. 

Line 795，To determine the density of wood, whether the sample is perennial wood or current wood, 

please introduce it briefly. 

line 797, need to check the 

Line 1024, here DBH>10 cm, but the woody density data is obtained by trees with DBH > 5cm in lines 

834-835, whether it will affect the final results? 

 

The 9 reference, lack of page number. 

The 51, 52, 56 need to check. 

 

 

 

 

********************END******************** 

 

Author Rebuttal to Initial comments   
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Decision Letter, first revision: 

 

Our ref: NATECOLEVOL-24010118A 

 

 

25th July 2024 

 

 

Dear Dr. Mo, 

 

Thank you for your patience as we’ve prepared the guidelines for final submission of your Nature 

Ecology & Evolution manuscript, "The global distribution and drivers of wood density across 

angiosperms and gymnosperms and their impact on forest carbon stocks" (NATECOLEVOL-24010118A). 

Please carefully follow the step-by-step instructions provided in the attached file, and add a response in 

each row of the table to indicate the changes that you have made. Please also check and comment on 

any additional marked-up edits we have proposed within the text. Ensuring that each point is addressed 

will help to ensure that your revised manuscript can be swiftly handed over to our production team. 

 

**We would like to start working on your revised paper, with all of the requested files and forms, as 

soon as possible (preferably within two weeks). Please get in contact with us immediately if you 

anticipate it taking more than two weeks to submit these revised files.** 

 

When you upload your final materials, please include a point-by-point response to any remaining 

reviewer comments. 

 

If you have not done so already, please alert us to any related manuscripts from your group that are 

under consideration or in press at other journals, or are being written up for submission to other 

journals (see: https://www.nature.com/nature-research/editorial-policies/plagiarism#policy-on-

duplicate-publication for details). 

 

In recognition of the time and expertise our reviewers provide to Nature Ecology & Evolution’s editorial 

process, we would like to formally acknowledge their contribution to the external peer review of your 

manuscript entitled "The global distribution and drivers of wood density across angiosperms and 

gymnosperms and their impact on forest carbon stocks". For those reviewers who give their assent, we 

will be publishing their names alongside the published article. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


 
 

 

15 
 

 

 Open Access This file is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, 
adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the 
source, provide a link to the Creative Commons license, and indicate if changes were made. In the cases where the authors are anonymous, 
such as is the case for the reports of anonymous peer reviewers, author attribution should be to 'Anonymous Referee' followed by a clear 
attribution to the source work. The images or other third party material in this file are included in the article’s Creative Commons license, unless 
indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons license and your intended use is 
not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To 
view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.  

 

Nature Ecology & Evolution offers a Transparent Peer Review option for new original research 

manuscripts submitted after December 1st, 2019. As part of this initiative, we encourage our authors to 

support increased transparency into the peer review process by agreeing to have the reviewer 

comments, author rebuttal letters, and editorial decision letters published as a Supplementary item. 

When you submit your final files please clearly state in your cover letter whether or not you would like 

to participate in this initiative. Please note that failure to state your preference will result in delays in 

accepting your manuscript for publication. 

 

Cover suggestions 

 

We welcome submissions of artwork for consideration for our cover. For more information, please see 

our guide for cover artwork. 

 

If your image is selected, we may also use it on the journal website as a banner image, and may need to 

make artistic alterations to fit our journal style. 

 

Please submit your suggestions, clearly labeled, along with your final files. We’ll be in touch if more 

information is needed. 

 

 

Nature Ecology & Evolution has now transitioned to a unified Rights Collection system which will allow 

our Author Services team to quickly and easily collect the rights and permissions required to publish 

your work. Approximately 10 days after your paper is formally accepted, you will receive an email in 

providing you with a link to complete the grant of rights. If your paper is eligible for Open Access, our 

Author Services team will also be in touch regarding any additional information that may be required to 

arrange payment for your article. 

 

Please note that Nature Ecology & Evolution is a Transformative Journal (TJ). Authors may publish their 

research with us through the traditional subscription access route or make their paper immediately 

open access through payment of an article-processing charge (APC). Authors will not be required to 

make a final decision about access to their article until it has been accepted. Find out more about 

Transformative Journals 

 

Authors may need to take specific actions to achieve compliance with funder and institutional open 

access mandates. If your research is supported by a funder that requires immediate open access (e.g. 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.nature.com/documents/Nature_covers_author_guide.pdf
https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/transformative-journals
https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/transformative-journals
https://www.springernature.com/gp/open-research/funding/policy-compliance-faqs
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according to Plan S principles) then you should select the gold OA route, and we will direct you to the 

compliant route where possible. For authors selecting the subscription publication route, the journal’s 

standard licensing terms will need to be accepted, including <a href="https://www.nature.com/nature-

portfolio/editorial-policies/self-archiving-and-license-to-publish. Those licensing terms will supersede 

any other terms that the author or any third party may assert apply to any version of the manuscript. 

 

For information regarding our different publishing models please see our Transformative Journals page. 

If you have any questions about costs, Open Access requirements, or our legal forms, please contact 

ASJournals@springernature.com. 

 

 

 

Please use the following link for uploading these materials: 

[REDACTED] 

 

If you have any further questions, please feel free to contact me. 

 

 

[REDACTED] 

 

 

Reviewer #1: 

Remarks to the Author: 

Dear authors, 

 

Thank you for having submitted your revised manuscript. Your additional work and modifications took 

into account my comments on the initial submission 

For me, it is now ok for publication 

Find below four minor suggestions for hopefully improving readability 

 

Best regards 

Jean-Michel LEBAN 

 

1-Author contribution 

Replace initials with first names and names for lines 1408 to 1410, easier to read 

 

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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2-Figure S9 

Very informative figure, why not include it in the paper instead of the supplementary material? 

 

3-Figure S10 

Replace “within individuals” with “between individuals” or “within species wood density 

measurements” 

 

4-Figure S11 

In my view, this figure is better suited to the paper itself. In addition, I suggest not to log transform both 

axes, direct reading of numbers provides much more clearer information on the huge differences 

between biomes, both in terms of standing volumes and number of species per biome 

 

 

 

Reviewer #2: 

Remarks to the Author: 

The revised manuscript generally addressed the issues mentioned in last version, but still some issues 

need to be addressed. Personally, it can be accepted after minor revision. 

 

Line 440，need to check; 

Lines 618-620, the results were not supported by fig 4ace, e.g., human modification as the forth most 

important factor affecting CWD across all plots and its importance increased in gymnosperm-only and 

angiosperm-only communities (Fig. 4c,e), which were shown in fig 4a. 

Line 623, eight variables? Nine variables were mentioned in line 589. 

 

Author Rebuttal, first revision: 
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