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A human cytomegalovirus (HCMYV) glycoprotein gene with
homology to glycoprotein B (gB) of herpes simplex virus and
Epstein—Barr virus and gpllI of varicella zoster virus has been
identified by nucleotide sequencing. The gene has been ex-
pressed in recombinant vaccinia virus and the gene product
recognized by monoclonal antibodies and human immune
sera. Rabbits immunized with the recombinant vaccinia virus
produced antibodies that immunoprecipitate gB from HCMV-
infected cells and neutralize HCMY infectivity in vitro. These
data demonstrate a role for this protein in future HCMV
vaccines.
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Introduction

Human cytomegalovirus (HCMYV) is a member of the herpes
virus family and like other human herpes viruses is a ubiquitous
agent in human populations. In the majority of cases HCMV in-
fection does not lead to any apparent disease, but under certain
circumstances the virus is known to cause serious illness. Firstly,
HCMYV is a major cause of congenital disease (Weller, 1981),
characterized by a large and varied range of disorders. Secondly,
the virus can cause severe problems in immunocompromised indi-
viduals with complications due to HCMYV infection often hamper-
ing the success of transplant surgery (Glen, 1981).

Vaccines that prevent or reduce CMV-associated disease are
clearly needed. At present our poor understanding of the biology
and pathology of HCMYV does not allow a rational approach to
the construction of live, avirulent vaccines. However, experimen-
tal live attenuated viruses have been produced and their efficacy
and safety are under long-term evaluation (Plotkin, 1985). Careful
consideration will need to be given to the widespread use of such
live vaccines derived originally from a virus that may cause latent
and persistent infections, and which is potentially oncogenic. A
more attractive approach is the development of sub-unit vaccines
based upon the surface glycoproteins of the virus.

Like other herpes viruses HCMV specifies multiple glyco-
proteins (Stinski, 1976; Pereira et al., 1984). Characterization
of these have involved studies of CMV-infected cells and purified
virions using polyclonal sera and monoclonal antibodies (Pereira
et al., 1982a,b, 1984; Britt, 1984; Nowak et al., 1984; Law et
al., 1985; Rasmussen et al., 1985a,b; Britt and Auger, 1986).
One glycoprotein has been partially purified and shown to elicit
a neutralizing response in guinea pigs (Rasmussen et al., 1985b).
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However, the total number of CM V-specified glycoproteins re-
mains uncertain and the vaccine potential of individual glyco-
proteins is unknown. Purification of individual glycoproteins from
HCMV-infected cells is a daunting prospect because the virus
grows slowly and fails to shut down host cell protein synthesis
during infection.

The approach we are using to identity HCMV glycoproteins
which elict HCMV-neutralizing antibodies is to identify HCMV
genes possessing glycoprotein characteristics by nucleotide se-
quencing. These genes are then cloned and expressed in vaccinia
virus. The live recombinant virus is used to immunize animals
and raise monospecific antisera which are tested for their ability
to neutralize HCMYV infectivity in vitro. Using this approach we
have identified and expressed a glycoprotein gene that is shown
to be conserved throughout the human herpes viruses. This anti-
gen is a target for antibody-mediated virus neutralization in vitro.
The implications for future HCMV vaccines are discussed.

Results

Identification of CMV glycoprotein gene(s)

Genes coding for putative glycoproteins in the HCMV genome
were sought by sequencing cloned restriction fragments (Oram
et al., 1982) using the M13/dideoxy nucleotide chain termination
method (Sanger et al., 1980) (strategy and methods described
by Bankier and Barrell, 1983). These sequences were analysed
for open reading frames and RNA polymerase II transcriptional
control signals. Open reading frames were then further examined
for the presence of glycoprotein characteristics, namely, an
amino-terminal hydrophobic signal peptide, a hydrophobic trans-
membrane sequence close to the carboxy terminus and potential
N-linked glycosylation sites in the external domain.

Using these criteria we identified a putative glycoprotein gene
within the 20-kb HindIIl F fragment of HCMV. The primary
translation product of this gene (open reading frame HFLF2) is
a 906 amino acid polypeptide containing 16 potential N-linked
glycosylation sites. Hydrophobicity plots of this protein generated
using the program ANALYSEP (Staden, 1984) identify a hydro-
phobic sequence close to the N terminus (which may function
as a signal sequence) and stretches of hydrophobic amino acids
at its C terminus (which may function as anchor sequences).
Using the program DIAGON (Staden, 1982) we compared the
predicted translation product of this gene with glycoprotein genes
of other human herpes viruses. The search revealed homology
with glycoprotein B (gB) of herpes simplex virus (HSV) (Bzik
etal., 1984; Pellet et al., 1985a) and Epstein —Barr virus (EBV)
(Pellet et al., 1985b); varicella zoster virus (VZV) also possesses
a glycoprotein gene with homology (Davison et al., 1986; Keller
et al., 1986). For this reason the protein encoded by reading
frame HFLF?2 is subsequently referred to as HCMV gB.

The nucleotide sequence and deduced amino acid sequence of
HCMV gB is shown in Figure 1. The complete sequence and
analysis of the HindIII F fragment will be presented elsewhere.
Figure 2 shows an alignment of the gB proteins of HSV-1, EBV
and HCMYV and demonstrates that the proteins are homologous
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Fig. 1. Nuc!eotide sequence of a 3125-bp fragment containing the coding region for the HCMV gB. The amino acid sequence of the gB polypeptide is
represented in the one-letter code above the nucleotide sequence. The Xmalll sites used to clone the gB gene into vaccinia virus are marked by arrows.
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CCGCGGCCETCTCGGGTGTCTTCAGGGAGCCGEACCGACCTTG GCTGCCAAGTCCGTATCCCTCCTCCTCGACTGCGGGTGTTTCCOG GAGGGTCCGCGCGACACGCAAGAGACCACGAC

M ESRTIUWCLVYVVCVNLTZ ECTIVCLGAAV SSS ST
GCGCCTCATCGCTGCTGGATTTGGCCCGCGACGAACATG GAATCCAGGATCTGGTGCCTGGTAGTCTGCGTTAACCTGTGTATCGTCTGTCTGGGTGCTGCGGTTTCCTCTTCTAGTACT

S HATS S THNGSHBTSRTTSAQTR SV Y SQHVTSSEA AV SHRAN
TCCCATGCAACTTCTTCTACTCACAATG GAAGCCATACTTCTCGTACGACGTCTGCTCAAACCCGGTCAGTCTATTCTCAACACGTAACGTCTTCTGAAG CCGTCAGTCATAGAGCCAAC

ETTIJYNTTLTEKYGDVV 6V NTTTI KTYUZPYRVYV CSMAQGTH DLTIRTFEFTETR RN
GAGACTATCTACAACACTACCCTCAAGTACGGAGATGTGGTGGGAGTCAACACTACCAAGTACCCCTATCGCGTGTGTTCTATG GCCCAGGGTACGGATCTTATTCG CTTTGAACGTAAT

I 1 ¢CTS MEKZPTINETDLTDETGTIMYVYZXRNTIVAHRTTFT KV RV YQEKVTLT
ATCATCTGCACCTCGATGAAGCCTATCAATGAAGACT TG GATGAG GGCATCATG GTG GTCTACAAG CGCAACATCGTG GCGCACACCTTTAAGGTACGGGTCTACCAAAAGGTTTTGACG

FRRSYAYTITYTTT YTLLGSWNTETYVAPPMVYETIHRHRTINTEKTFA A QCYS'S
TTTCGTCGTAGCTACGCTTACATCTACACCACTTATCTGCTGGGCAGCAATACGGAATACGTG GCGCCTCCTATGTG GGAGATTCATCACATCAACAAGTTTGCTCAATGCTACAGTTCC

Y SRV IG6GG6GTV FV AYHRDSYENEKTMOQLTIPDUDTYSNTUHSTTRTYVT
TACAGCCGCGTTATAGGAGGCACGGTTTTCGTG GCATATCATAG GGACAGTTATGAAAACAAAACCATG CAATTAATTCCCGACGATTATTCCAACACCCACAGTACCOGTTACGTGACG

VXKDQVY¥HSRGSTVWLYRETT CNLNTCMLTTITTA ARTSTEKTYTPYH HTFTFA AT
GTCAAGGATCAGTGGCACAGCCGCGGCAGCACCTGGCTCTATCGTGAGACCTGTAATCTGAACTGTATGCTGACCATCACTACTGCGCGCTCCAAGTATCCTTATCATTTTTTTG CAACT

$ TG DV VY ISPFZYNGTNRNASYTFG GENADTEKTFTFTITFZPNTYTTIVSD
TCCACGGGTGATGTGGTTTACATTTCTCCT TTCTACAACG GAACCAATCG CAATG CCAGCTACTTTG GAGAAAACGCCGACAAGTTTTTCATTTTCCCGAACTACACCATCGTTTCCGAC

F 6GRPNAAPETHRLVYVAFLERADS SV ISW¥DTIO QDETEKNVYVTT CAQLTTF
TTTGGAAGACCCAACGCTGCGCCAGAAACCCATAGGTTGGTGGCTTTTCTCGAACGTGCCGACTCGGTGATCTCTTGGGATATACAGGACGAGAAGAATGTCACCTGCCAGCTCACCTTC

W EASERTTIRTSEH AETDSTYHTFSSAEKMTATTFTLS ST KT KA QEVNMSTDS A
TGGGAAGCCTCGGAACGTACTATCCGTTCCGAAGCCGAAGACT CGTACCACT TTTCTTCTG CCAAAATGACTG CAACTTTTCTGTCTAAGAAACAAGAAGTGAACATGTCCGACTCCGCG

LDCVRDEA AWATINEKLAO QQTITFNTSYNO @QTTYTETZ KTYTZGNV SV FETSGG6TLV
CTGGACTGCGTACGTGATGAGGCTATAAATAAGTTACAGCAGATTTTCAATACTTCATACAATCAAACATATGAAAAATACG GAAACGTGTCCGTCTTCGAAACCAGCGGCGGTCTGGTG

VF¥ Qa6 1IZEKOQEKSLVETLTERTLANRSSTLNTITIHRTR RTR RSTS STDNNTTH
GTGTTCTGGCAAGGCATCAAGCAAAAATCTTTG GTGGAATTG GAACGTTTGGCCAATCGATCCAGTCTGAATATCACT CATAG GACCAGAAGAAGTACGAGTGACAATAATACAACTCAT

L S S ME SV HNLVYAOQLU @FTYDTLTZ RGYTINTR RALI A QGTIAEA ATWTCVD
TTGTCCAGCATGGAATCGGTGCACAATCTGGTCTACGCCCAGCTGCAGTTCACCTATGACACGTTGCGCGGTTACATCAACCG GGCGCTGGCGCAAATCGCAGAAGCCTGGTGTGTGGAT

Q RRTLEVF FEKETLSTEKTINPSATILSATIYNEKTPTIAARTFMGDVTILTGTLA
CAACGGCGCACCCTAGAG GTCTTCAAGGAACTCAGCAAGATCAACCCGTCAGCCATTCTCTCGGCCATTTACAACAAACCGATTG CCGCGCGTTTCATGGGTGATGTCTTG GGCCTGGCC

§$ CVTINOQTS SV EKVLRDMNYTEKTESTSTPGRT CYSRPVYVVYV IFNTFANSSY
AGCTGCGTGACCATCAACCAAACCAGCGTCAAGGTGCTGCGTGATATGAACGTGAAGGAATCGCCAGGACGCTGCTACTCACGACCCGTGGTCATCTTTAATTTCG CCAACAGCTCGTAC

VaQY 6 QL GEDNETILTLTGNIBHERTETETCA QLTPSTLTEKTITFTIAGNSTSA AYTETYYV
GTGCAGTACGGTCAACTGGGCGAGGACAACGAAATCCTGTTGGGCAACCACCGCACTGAGGAATGTCAGCTTCCCAGCCTCAAGATCTTCATCGCCGGGAACTCGGCCTACGAGTACGTG

DYLFI KRMTIDILSSISTVDSMIALTDTIDTPLTENTTDTFTRYLETLTYSAQ
GACTACCTCTTCAAACGCATGATTGACCTCAGCAGTATCTCCACCGTCGACAGCATGATCGCCCTGGATATCGA CCCGCTGGAAAATACCGACTTCAG GGTACTGGAACTTTACTCGCAG

K ELRSSNVFDLETETIMRETFNSYEA QRVYVTZ KTYVEDTEXVYVDPLTFPTFPTYL
AAAGAGCTGCGTTCCAGCAACGTTTTTGACCTCGAAGAGATCATGCGCGAATTCAACT CGTACAAG CAGCGGGTAAAGTACGTG GAGGACAAGGTAGTCGACCCGCTACCGCCCTACCTC

K GLDDTLMSG6LGAAGEKA AV GV AIGAVY GGAV ASVVYEGVATTFTLEK
AAGGGTCTGGACGACCTCATGAGCGGCCTGGGCGCCGCE GGAAAGGCOGTTGGCGTAGCCATTG GGGCCETGGGTGGCGCGGTG GCCTCCGTGGTCGAAGGCGTTGCCACCTTCCTCAAA

NPFGAFTTITILVAIAVYIITTYLTITYTRAO QRTRLTETO QPLG QGNTLTFTFPY
AACCCCTTCGGAGCCTTCACCATCATCCTCGTGGCCATAGCOGTAGTCATTATCACT TATTTGATCTATACTCGACAG CGGCGTCTGTG CACGCAGCCGCTG CAGAACCTCTTTCCCTAT

LVSADGTTVTSGSTKDTSLQAPPSYEESVYNSGRKGPGPP
CTGGTGTCCGCCGACGGGACCACCGTGACGTCGGGCAGCACCAAAGACACGTCGTTACAG GCTCCGCCTTCCTACGAGGAAAGTGTTTATAATTCTG GTCGCAAAG GACCG GGACCACCG

SSDASTAAPPYTNBQAYQMLLALARLDAEQRAQQNGTDSL
TCGTCTGATGCATCCACG GCGGCTCCG CCTTACACCAACGAG CAGGCTTACCAGATG CTTCTG GCCCTGGCCCETCTG GACG CAGAG CAGCGAGCGCAGCAGAACGGTACAGATTCTTTG

DGQVTGTQDKGQKPNLLDRLRHRKNGYRIILKDSDEEENV
GACGGACAGA(,TGGCACGCAGGACAAGGGACAGAAGCCTAACCI‘G(,TAGACCGGC[‘GCGACATCGCAMAACGG(.TACAGACACI“!‘GAMGA(,TCCGACGAAGAAGAGAACGTCI‘GAACC

AGGAGGAAAAAAAAACT AGACAAAAAATATTGACACAGAGACT TGTGATATACG GGGTTAAACTGGATATCTAGGTGCTGCATGTGTATTTTCTTTGTGATTTTG CTTCGTAAG CTGTCA

'

GCCTCTCACG GTCCGCTATGTTTTTCAACCCGTATCTGAG CGGCG GCGTGACCG GCG GTG CGGTCGCGGGTG GCCGGCGTCAG CETTCG CAGCCCGGCTCCG CGCAGGGCTCG GGCAAGC

GGCCG
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cuv IESR--—- l'CLVVCVNLClVC GAAVSSSSTSHATSS'l'ﬂNGSHTSKTTSAQTISVYSQIWTSSBAVSII

HSV IRQG/\ARGC FVV'ALLGLTLGVL ASAAPSSPGTPGVAAATOAANGGPATPAPPAPGPAPTGDTKPIK

EBV  — - TSFPFRYCELSSHGDLFRFSSDIQCPSF- -6TRE
[ RANBTIYNTTLKYGDVVGVN'I"I'K!PYRV csnmcrounnn: rcrsnpmz

HSV NKKPKNPPPPRPAGDNA'I'VAAGHATLRI!HLRDIKAENTDANFYV CPPPTGATVVGFBQPIICPTI PEGQ

EBV NHTBGLLWFIDNIlPYSFKVRSYTKIVTNILlYNG'YADSVTNRHEEKFSVDSYET DQNDTIYQCYNA
cuv DLDEG1IVVYKRNlVAl’lTFKVRVYQKVLTFRRSYAYIYTTYLLGSNTBYVAPPI‘E! HHINIFAQCYSS

HSV NY‘I‘EG IAVVFKENIAPYKFKATIYYKDVTV SQV'FGHIYSQFNGIF!DIAW PFI!IZV IDKINAKGVC!S‘I‘

EBV VKHTKDGLTIV YVDRI)GVNI'I'V NLKPTGGLANGVRRYASQTBLYBAPG'LI'TYRTRTWNCLITDIIAK
CNV YSIV 16 GTVWAYHRDSYENKTI(QL! PDDYSNTH STRYV‘I‘V lDO'HSRGS'I" LYRETCNLNCILTITTAI

HSV AKYVRNNLETTAFBRDDHETDNELK PANAATRTSRBIII‘I‘TDLKYNPSRV!AFIIRYGTTVNC IVEEV DAI

EBV SNSPFBFFVTTTGQTVEHSPFYBGK NKETFHBR--ADSFHVRTNYKIV DYDNRGTNPQGERK--AFLDK

cuv SKYPYHFFATSTGDVVYlSPFYNGT NRNASYFGENADIFFIFPNYTIVSDFGRPNAAPBTHRLVAFLEI

HSV SV!PYDBFVLATGDFVYISPFYGYlEGSHTF.l|'l'SYAADRFKQVDGFYARDL'I"I‘KAIATAPTTINLLTTPK
EBV GTYTLS'KLE NRTAYCPLON'QTFDS'I'IATBTGKSIHFVTDEGTSSFVTNTTVGIELPDAF KCIEIZQV
CMV ADSVIS'D1ODEKNVTCOLTF'EASER'I'lRSEAEI)SYIlFSSAINTA‘I‘FLSKKQEVNHSDSAL DCVII!EA

HSV FTVA'D'V PK--RPSVCTNTK'QEVDENLI’(SEYG GSFRFSSDAISTTFTTNL‘I‘EYPLSRV DLGDCIGKDA

EBV NITIHEKYEAVQDRYTKGOBAITYFlTSBGLLLAI LPLTPRSLATVKNLTELTTPTSSPPSSPSPPAPSA

HSV RDAIDRIFARRYNA'I'IIIKVGQPOYYLANGGFLlAYGPLLSNTLAELYVREHLREQSRKPPNPTPPPPGAS

EBV  ARGSTPAAV LRRRRIDAGNATTW PPTAPGKSLGTLNNPATVOIQFAYDSLRIQINRHLGDLARA'CLEQ

L el SBNNTTHLSSMESVH— —NLVYAQLQFTYI!TLRGYlNRALAﬂ!AEA'CVDQ

BSV  —----omoeeoo ANASVBRIITTSSIEF ------------ ARLQF‘I‘YNHIQRII'VNDHLGRVAIA'CELQ

EBV KRQNWLRELTKINPTTV ISSIYGKAVAAKRLGDVISV SQCV PVNQA'NTLRKSHRV PGSETMCYSRPLV

PSAILSAlYNIPIAARFMGBVLGLASCVT INQTSV KVLRDMNVKESPGICYSIPVV

cMv RRTLBV FKELSK

HSV NHBLTLVNEARKLNPNA!ASAI‘V GRRV SARMLGDV MAV STCVPVAADNV IVQNSNIISSRPGACYSRPLV

EBV SFSFINDTKTYBGQLGTDNElFL‘I‘KKHTEV CQATSQYYFOSGNE IIIVYNDYIIHFKTIBLDG IATLQTF!S
cuv

HSV SFIYBDQGPLVBGQLGBNNBLRLTRDAIEPCI’V GIIRlYFTFGGGYVYFEEYAYSIIQLSIADITW S'I‘FID

EBV LNTSL IENIDFASLELYSRDEQRASNVFDLEG IFREYNFQAQNI AGLRKDLDNAVSNGRNQFVDGLGBLN

CMV LD lDPI.EN‘l'DFRVLELYSQIELRSSNVFDLBE!MREFNSYKORVK---YVEDKVVDBPLPPYLKGLDDLN

HSV LNITHLBDHBFVPLEVYTIHEIIBSG LLBYTBVQRRNOLHDLRFA———DII)TV !HADANAANFMGLGAFF

EBV DSLGSVGOS!TNLVSTVGGLFSSLVSGFISr [KNPIFGGMLILVLVAGVVILVISLTRRTRQMSQQPVQML

CMV SGLGAAGKAVGVA IGAVGGAVASVVEGVATFL AFTIILVAIAVVIITYLIYTRQRRLCTQPLQNL

HSV EGIGDI.GRAVGKVVMG IVGGVVSAVSGVS SFHSNPFGALAVGLLVI.AG LAAAFFAFRYVMRLQSNPMEKAL

EBV YPGI D!LAQQH---ASGEGPGINPISKTBLQ A[HLALHEONQBQKRAAQRAAGPSVASRALQAARDRF
CcMv FPYLVSADGTTVTSGSTKDTSLQAPPSYBBSVYNSGRKGPGI’ASSDASTAAPPYTNEQAYQHLLALARLD

BSV YPL’I’TKBLKNPTNPDASGEGEI!GGDFDBAKLA!AIEHIRYIALVSAIER‘I‘BIIIAKKKG‘I‘S AI.LSAKVTI)

EBV  PGLRRRRYEDPETAAALLGEA-ETEF
CMV  AEQRAQQNGTDSLDGQTGTQDKGQKPNLLDRLRERKNGYRALKDSDEEENV

HSV  MVMRKRRNTNYTQVPNKDGDADEDDL

Fig. 2. Alignment of the gB polypeptide of HSV-1, EBV and HCMV. The
sequences are displayed in the one-letter amino acid code. Dashes have been
introduced into the sequence to generate maximum alignment of homologous
amino acids. Identical amino acids are marked : and potential N-linked
glycosylation sequences are underlined. A stretch of hydrophobic amino
acids at the N terminus (potential signal sequence) and stretches of
hydrophobic amino acids at the C terminus (potential transmembrane
regions) are boxed.

along a large proportion of their length with the N and C termini
showing least conservation. It can be seen that at 121 positions
there is an identically matched amino acid in all three proteins.
Taken as a proportion of EBV gB this means that over 14% of
the protein is perfectly conserved. Furthermore, all 10 cysteine
residues present between the putative signal and anchor sequences

Human cytomegalovirus glycoprotein B gene

Fig. 3. Expression of HCMV gB on the surface of HCMV gB-VAC
recombinant virus infected cells. Monoclonal antibody 39 was reacted with
CV-1 cells infected either with HCMV gB-VAC (A) or WT vaccinia virus
(B). Bound antibody was detected with fluorescein-conjugated anti-mouse
immunoglobulin under u.v. illumination at x400.

are perfectly aligned, suggesting that the extracellular portion
of the proteins may possess a similar overall structure. The ex-
tent of the homology between the three viral proteins provides
convincing evidence that the putative HCMV glycoprotein shown
in Figure 1 is that of gB.

To investigate the nature of the HCMV gB and to raise anti-
sera against this protein the gene was excised from the HindIII
F fragment of the HCMV genome and expressed in recombinant
vaccinia virus. This vector system is suitable for the expression
of eukaryotic virus glycoprotein genes because the proteins are
correctly processed and inserted into the infected cell membrane
(Mackett and Arrand, 1985; Mackett et al., 1985a; Panicali et
al., 1983; Paoletti et al., 1984; Smith et al., 1983a,b; Wiktor
et al., 1984). In addition, the infectious recombinant virus may
be used to raise monospecific antisera against the foreign pro-
tein in vaccinated animals.

Construction of recombinant vaccinia virus expressing HCMV gB

Recombinant vaccinia viruses expressing foreign genes are con-
structed in two steps. Firstly, the foreign protein coding sequences
are cloned into a specially designed plasmid vector downstream
of a vaccinia virus promoter (Mackett ez al., 1984; Boyle et al.,
1985; Chakrabarti et al., 1985). Secondly, the gene is inserted
into the vaccinia virus genome by homologous recombination
in cells infected with vaccinia virus and transfected with plasmid
DNA (for review, see Smith and Moss, 1984). Analysis of the
nucleotide sequence of the HCMV gB gene showed Xmalll
restriction endonculease sites 148 nucleotides upstream and 251
nucleotides downstream of the gB protein coding sequence. There
were no ATG codons between the upstream Xmalll site and the
codon initiating translation of the gB open reading frame. There-
fore this Xmalll fragment was cloned downstream of a vaccinia
promoter in plasmid pGS62 (Materials and methods) and the re-
sulting plasmid pSB2 used to generate recombinant virus HCMV
gB-VAC by established methods (Mackett er al., 1984). The
TK™ recombinant virus was purified and its genome analysed
by restriction endonuclease digestion and Southern blotting (data
not shown). The results confirmed that the HCMV gB gene had
been inserted into the vaccinia TK gene and no other genomic
alterations had occurred.
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Fig. 4. Analysis of HCMV gB polypeptides. (A) Lysates from CV-1 cells infected with WT vaccinia or HCMV gB-VAC were reacted with either pre-
immune sera or sera from a rabbit hyperimmunized with HCMV (kindly provided by K.Powell). Protein mol. wt markers are the HSV-1 major capsid antigen
(157 kd), gB (128 kd) and VP16 (66 kd). (B) Lysates from CV-1 cells infected with WT vaccinia, HCMV gB-VAC or uninfected were immunoprecipitated
with anti-HCMV monoclonal antibody 37. (C) Pulse-chase analysis. HCMV gB-VAC-infected CV-1 cells were pulsed labelled with [**S]methionine from 4.5
to 5 h post-infection and then chased in medium containing 0.1 mM methionine for 1, 2 or 3 h. Cell lysates were immunoprecipitated with a pool of
monoclonal antibodies (34, 37 and 39) that recognize HCMV gB. (D) Lysates from MRC-5 cells infected with HCMV (lanes 2, 4 and 6) or uninfected (lanes
1, 3 and 5) were immunoprecipitated with either pooled monoclonal antibodies (34, 37 and 39) (lanes 5 and 6), or pre-immune rabbit (lanes 3 and 4) or sera

taken from a rabbit immunized with HCMV gB-VAC (lanes 1 and 2).

Expression of HCMV gB by recombinant vaccinia virus

A series of murine monoclonal antibodies raised against HCMV
and shown to have virus neutralizing activity in vitro (H.Hart,
unpublished observations) were tested for their ability to bind
to cells infected with the HCMV gB-VAC. Virus plaques con-
taining antigen recognized by the monoclonal antibody were
visualized as black dots on autoradiographs in the case of [123]]-
protein A binding antibodies, or as red plaques where peroxidase-
conjugated antiglobulin, substrate and chromogen were added
to cell monolayers. Four out of 10 monoclonal antibodies bound
to plaques formed by HCMV gB-VAC but not wild-type (WT)
vaccinia virus (data not shown). It was noted that all the plaques
formed by HCMV gB-VAC bound the monoclonal antibody
indicating the virus was pure stock not contaminated with WT
vaccinia. Similar conclusions were reached by plaquing the virus
on TK~ 143 cells in the presence or absence of BUdR and by
analysis of the virus genomic DNA by Southern blotting.

To examine if the HCMV gB synthesized in cells infected with
the recombinant virus is transported to the cell surface, indirect
immunofluorescence studies were performed on non-permeabil-
ized cells using monoclonal antibodies that were positive in bind-
ing to HCMV gB-VAC-infected cells. As shown in Figure 3,
HCMYV gB-VAC-infected cells showed positive surface mem-
brane fluorescence compared with the WT-infected control. The
pattern of staining on the infected cell membrane was unusual
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showing a granular appearance, suggesting clustering or aggre-
gation of HCMV gB in the cell membrane.

Analyses of gB protein
The gB polypeptide(s) synthesized within HCMV gB-VAC-
infected cells were characterized by immunoprecipitation of [33S]-
methionine-labelled cell lysates with either a polyvalent rabbit
sera raised against purified HCMV or anti-HCMV gB mono-
clonal antibodies. The polyvalent rabbit sera immunoprecipitated
a polypeptide of 145 kd from HCMV gB-VAC-infected cells but
not WT vaccinia-infected cells (Figure 4A). Other polypeptides
were non-specifically precipitated as shown by their reactivity
with pre-immune rabbit sera.

Anti-HCMV monoclonal antibody 37 also precipitated the
145-kd protein and a further polypeptide of 55 kd (Figure 4B).
Similar data were obtained with other monoclonal antibodies (34
and 39) that bound to HCMV gB-VAC-infected cells and all these
monoclonal antibodies were unable to immunoprecipitate similar
bands from either WT vaccinia-infected or uninfected cells. Since
each monoclonal antibody was able to immunoprecipitate both
the 145-kd and 55-kd species it suggests that either the same epi-
topes are present on both polypeptides or that these proteins are
physically associated and consequently co-precipitate. The 55-kd
protein is probably also present in Figure 4A but the presence
of other co-migrating bands made identification uncertain.



To investigate the relationship between the 145- and 55-kd
species a pulse chase experiment was performed (Figure 4C).
After a pulse-labelling period (30 min) the majority of 35S-labelled
protein recognized by a pool of anti-HCMV monoclonal anti-
bodies (34, 37 and 39) was present as a 145-kd protein, although
smaller species of 66 kd and possibly 55 kd were also detectable
(lane 0). On chase the majority of the radioactivity shifted from
the 145- to the 55-kd protein. The 66-kd band was also greatly
reduced on chase suggesting that it may be unstable or may also
be a precursor to the 55-kd species. The remainder of the 145-kd
precursor, a 90-kd fragment, is presumably either not recognized
by these antibodies or it may be rapidly degraded. The latter
possibility is supported by the observation that polyclonal anti-
HCMYV sera also fail to detect a 90-kd fragment.

The non-glycosylated precursor to the 145-kd polypeptide was
identified by pulse-labelling HCMV gB-VAC-infected cells in
the presence of tunicamycin. Following immunoprecipitation with
anti-gB monoclonal antibodies the 145- and 55-kd proteins were
greatly reduced and were replaced by a 108-kd polypeptide (data
not shown). This size is consistent with the primary translation
product of the HCMV gB gene (102 kd).

Sera taken from a cardiac transplant patient before and after
he experienced a primary HCMV infection were tested for the
ability to recognize HCMV gB synthesized by recombinant vac-
cinia virus. Only the serum taken after the HCMYV infection was
able to immunoprecipitate a 145-kd polypeptide from 33S-labelled
HCMV gB-VAC-infected cell lysates (data not shown). In con-
trast both serum samples were able to precipitate the influenza
virus haemagglutinin from lysates of cells infected with another
recombinant vaccinia virus expressing the haemagglutinin of in-
fluenza A/NT/60/68 (G.L.Smith and K.Gould, unpublished data).
Serum samples from other cardiac transplant patients who experi-
enced HCMV infections during immunosuppression also im-
munoprecipitated HCMV gB synthesized by recombinant vaccinia
virus.

Vaccination of rabbits with HCMV gB-VAC

Two rabbits were vaccinated with purified HCMV gB-VAC and
a third with another TK ™ vaccinia recombinant expressing the
influenza virus nucleoprotein (Yewdell et al., 1985). Sera taken
from both animals immunized with the HCMV gB-VAC were
able to immunoprecipitate polypeptides of 145 and 55 kd from
MRC-5 cells infected with HCMYV but not uninfected cells (Fig-
ure 4D, lanes 1 and 2; data shown for only one animal). These
bands co-migrated with polypeptides immunoprecipitated by
monoclonal antibodies against HCMV gB (Figure 4D, lane 6).
Pre-immune rabbit serum was unable to immunoprecipitate these
polypeptides (Figure 4D, lanes 3 and 4).

Sera from all three rabbits were next tested for their ability
to neutralize HCMYV infectivity in vitro (Table I). Both rabbits
immunized with HCMV gB-VAC produced antibodies which
could neutralize HCMYV infectivity while the third rabbit immu-
nized with a TK~ recombinant vaccinia virus expressing the
influenza NP gene could not. All neutralization was dependent
upon addition of fresh complement. Revaccination with purified
virus and subsequent intramuscular injection of rabbit cells in-
fected with HCMV gB-VAC in incomplete Freund’s adjuvant
resulted in significant boosting of antibody titres. Higher dilutions
of sera (1:250) taken 151 days after vaccination of rabbits 1 and
2 reduced HCMV plaque formation by 79% and 52%
respectively.

The restricted host range of HCMV means that no animal
model system is available for HCMV protection experiments.

Human cytomegalovirus glycoprotein B gene

Table 1. Neutralization of HCMV by rabbit sera

Day post HCMV plaque reduction (%)
vaccination Rabbit 1 Rabbit 2
1/10 1/50 1/10 1/50
0 0 0 0 0
46 54 30 40 16
59 69 60 57 76
76 70 61 48 30
116 67 68 55 25
151 97 87 77 77

Rabbits were vaccinated intradermally with 10® p.f.u. of purified HCMV
gB-VAC at one site on each flank. Forty-six days later animals were
revaccinated similarly; 132 days post primary vaccination animals were
injected intramuscularly with rabbit kidney cells infected with HCMV gB-
VAC emulsified in incomplete Freund's adjuvant. A third rabbit was
similarly vaccinated and revaccinated with TK ™ recombinant virus NP-VAC
(Yewdell et al., 1985). Dilutions of rabbit sera were assayed for HCMV
neutralization as described in Materials and methods. Sera taken from rabbit
3 days before, or 93 days after vaccination with NP-VAC gave no reduction
in HCMV plaque numbers.

In view of this, in vitro neutralization experiments are all that
can reasonably be accomplished short of clinical trials. Clearly,
however, the potential for developing an anti-HCMYV vaccine
based upon gB is supported by these data reported here.

Discussion

Nucleotide sequencing of the HindIIl F region of the HCMV
genome has identified an open reading frame with characteristics
typical of a glycoprotein gene. The deduced amino acid sequence
of this glycoprotein gene has extensive homology with gB of HSV
(Bzik et al., 1984; Pellet et al., 1985a), EBV (Pellet ez al., 1985b)
and a glycoprotein of VZV recently termed gplI (Davison et al.,
1986; Keller et al., 1986). The gB from HSV, EBV and HCMV
are of a similar overall size and also probably have external
domains with similar structure due to the conserved number and
position of cysteine residues. Furthermore, analyses of the se-
quence on both sides of HCMV gB have revealed that this gene
is present within a section of the HCMV genome conserved
throughout the human herpes viruses (T.Kouzarides, in prep-
aration). Consequently this gene has been termed HCMV gB.
Previously, Pereira et al. (1984) named a HCMV glycoprotein
‘gB’ based upon its electrophoretic mobility in polyacrylamide
gels with respect to other HCMV glycoproteins. It is probable
that this is not the same protein as that identified here.

The HCMV gB gene has been engineered into vaccinia virus
under control of a vaccinia promoter that is active throughout
the virus infection. The gene product has been identified within
cells infected with this virus by immunoprecipitation with rabbit
serum raised against HCMV particles and with murine mono-
clonal antibodies against HCMV. Two major glycosylated forms
of gB, a 145- and 55-kd polypeptide, were identified. Pulse chase
experiments demonstrated that the 55-kd protein is derived from
a 145-kd precursor and immunofluorescence of non-permeabil-
ized infected cells showed that the gene product is expressed on
the cell surface. These properties of HCMV gB expressed via
recombinant vaccinia virus are indistinguishable from gB synthe-
sized in HCMV-infected cells. Since vaccinia virus mRNAs are
non-spliced it would seem likely that the gB mRNA in HCMV-
infected cells would also be unspliced and the contiguous protein
coding sequences in HCMV DNA are consistent with this.
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Other investigators have obtained murine monoclonal anti-
bodies that recognize HCMYV proteins in virions or infected cells
that have similar electrophoretic mobilities to gB identified here
(Pereira et al., 1984; Nowak et al., 1984). Britt (1984) reported
disulphide-linked polypeptides of 160, 116 and 55 kd that were
co-precipitated by monoclonal antibody and have recently re-
ported that HCMYV envelopes contain only the 116- and 55-kd
forms derived from the 160-kd precursor (Britt and Auger, 1986).
Similarly, Rasmussen et al. (1985a) reported a 55-kd product
to be derived from a 130-kd precursor. It seems likely that these
proteins and the family of HCMV glycoproteins described as
glycoprotein A (Pereira et al., 1984) may be the same as the
gB gene products identified here. This may now be directly tested
by using the gB product expressed from vaccinia or other vec-
tors. The exact relationship between the 55-kd protein and its
145-kd precursor will require amino acid sequence analyses of
the termini of the 55-kd species.

Rabbits vaccinated intradermally with the live vaccinia recom-
binant HCMYV gB-VAC developed antibodies that immunopre-
cipitated both the 145- and 55-kd species from HCMV-infected
cells. These sera and anti-gB monoclonal antibodies should prove
useful in characterizing the expression of gB within HCMV-
infected cells. Importantly, HCMV infectivity was neutralized
by sera from vaccinated rabbits indicating that gB is the target
of a neutralizing antibody response. Four anti-HCMV gB mono-
clonal antibodies used here were also able to neutralize efficiently
HCMV infectivity in vitro in the presence of complement. Mono-
clonal antibodies described in other studies against HCMV glyco-
proteins of similar electrophoretic mobilities to gB described here,
have also neutralized HCMYV infectivity in the presence of com-
plement. Similarly guinea pig sera raised against immunoaffinity-
purified HCMV 130/55-kd proteins also neutralized HCMYV in
vitro in the presence of complement (Rasmussen et al., 1985b).

Immunity to HCMV involves both antibody and cellular im-
mune mechanisms (Quinnan et al., 1982). The investigations of
cell-mediated immune reactions to HCMV are severely hampered
by the restricted tissue tropism of the virus. The ability of vac-
cinia recombinants to stimulate cytotoxic T lymphocyte (CTL)
responses to cloned gene products in vaccinated animals (Bennink
et al., 1984, 1986; Wiktor et al., 1984; Yewdell et al., 1985)
and to infect a broad range of target cells for cytotoxicity assays
makes these viruses versatile tools for studying cellular immune
responses. This approach has been used to identify influenza virus
antigens recognized by CTL in mouse (Bennink et al., 1984,
1986; Yewdell ez al., 1985) and man (McMichael et al., 1986)
and experiments are in progress to see if HCMV gB is recognized
by CTL taken from humans after HCMV infections.

The role of HCMYV gB in virus infection is unknown; however
HSYV gB is a major component of the virion envelope, is a target
for antibody-mediated neutralization and has also been implicated
in the penetration of the virus into cells (Spear, 1985). Similarly,
VZV gB is an abundant virion protein and is the target for neutral-
izing antibodies (Davison et al., 1986). The fact that four out
of 10 anti-HCMYV monoclonals that are able to neutralize HCMV
infectivity recognize HCMV gB suggests this protein is highly
immunogenic or abundant in virions or both. We have demon-
strated here that presentation of HCMV gB to the rabbit immune
system through its expression in vaccinia virus raises antibodies
which neutralize virus infectivity in vitro. Sera taken from humans
following HCMYV infection also contain antibodies that recognize
this protein. Taken together these data strongly support the in-
clusion of this protein in future HCMV vaccines. Vaccinia virus
has itself been proposed as a vector system for the delivery of
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foreign antigens to the immune system (Mackett and Arrand,
1985; Mackett et al., 1985a; Panicali et al., 1983; Paoletti et
al., 1984; Moss et al., 1984; Smith et al., 1983a,b, 1984; Wiktor
et al., 1984). Whilst immunization of immunocompromised indi-
viduals, who are at high risk from HCMV-related disease, with
a live vaccinia virus vaccine is contraindicated, the possibility
of using such a vaccine in other circumstances should not be
excluded. Alternatively, this gene could be expressed in other
vector systems towards the production of a subunit vaccine. Here
we have used the vaccinia vector system to express the first
HCMV glycoprotein gene to be identified and sequenced and to
demonstrate the vaccine potential of its gene product.

Materials and methods

Cells and viruses

HCMV strain AD169 was grown in MRC-5 cells in Glasgow’s modified minimal
essential medium (GMEM) containing 10% fetal bovine serum (FBS). Virus in-
fectivity was measured by plaque assay on MRC-5 cell monolayers. Infected cells
were overlaid with GMEM containing 10% FBS and 0.64% carboxymethyl cellu-
lose and incubated at 37°C for 10 days. Cells were fixed in 10% formol saline,
stained with 0.1% toluidene blue and plaques visualized microscopically. Vac-
cinia virus strain WR was grown in HeLa cells and infectivity titres determined
on CV-1 cell monolayers previously described (Mackett er al., 1985b). A TK™
recombinant vaccinia virus that contained the HCMV gB gene under control of
a vaccinia promoter was constructed from plasmid pSB2 and wild-type (WT)
vaccinia virus using previously described methods (Mackett et al., 1984).

Plasmid constructions

The HCMV gB gene was isolated from plasmid pAT153 that contained the 20-kb
HindIll F fragment of the HCMV genome (Oram et al., 1982). pAT153/HCMV
HindII F was digested with BamHI and a 8.5-kb fragment isolated and self-ligated
to form pSB1. pSB1 was digested with HindIIl and BamHI and a 5-kb HindIII—
BamHI fragment isolated that contained the HCMV gB gene. This fragment was
further digested with Xmalll and a 3. 1-kb fragment isolated and its termini filled
in by incubation with Klenow DNA polymerase. Plasmid pGS62 [derived from
pGS20 (Mackett et al., 1984) by deletion of the EcoRlI site upstream of the trans-
located vaccinia virus promoter] was cut with Smal, its termini were dephosphoryl-
ated and it was then ligated with the 3.1-kb DNA fragment containing the HCMV
gB gene to form pSB2. The orientation of the gB gene with respect to the vaccinia
promoter was checked by digestion of pSB2 with EcoRI which cuts pGS62 once
and the HCMV gB gene once asymmetrically.

Identification of anti-HCMV gB monoclonal antibodies

Monoclonal antibodies against HCMV were screened for reactivity against gB
by binding to plaques formed on CV-1 cell monolayers by either WT vaccinia
virus or recombinant HCMV gB-VAC. The procedure was essentially as described
(Smith et al., 1983b; Mackett er al., 1985a,b) in which bound antibody was
detected using '?5I-labelled Staph A protein. Alternatively, anti-HCMV gB anti-
bodies that did not bind Staph A protein were detected by incubation with per-
oxidase-conjugated rabbit anti-mouse immunoglobulin (Dako) for 1 h at room
temperature. After washing 10 times in PBS the cell monolayers were incubated
with H,0, and 3-amino-9-ethylcarbazole as chromogenic substrate.

Immunoprecipitation

CV-1 cells infected at 30 plaque-forming units (p.f.u.)/cell with either WT vac-
cinia virus or recombinant HCMV gB-VAC or mock-infected were incubated
in methionine free medium for 3—3.5 h post-infection and then radiolabelled by
incubation in 100 ¢Ci/ml of [33S]methionine for 2.5 h. MRC-5 cells infected at
5 p.f.u./cell with HCMV or mock-infected were labelled with [33S]methionine
(28 uCi/ml) 72—96 h post-infection. Cells were scraped from the bottles, col-
lected by centrifugation, washed in PBS and then lysed in RIPA buffer (0.05 M
Tris—HCI pH 7.2, 0.15 M NaCl, 1% sodium deoxycholate, 0.1% SDS, 1%
Triton X-100, 5 pg/ml DNase, 2 mM phenylmethylsulphonyl fluoride) for 10 min
on ice. Lysates were centrifuged (30 000 r.p.m., 60 min, 4°C, Beckman SW
50.1 rotor) and supernatants incubated for 20 min at room temperature with rabbit
serum, human sera or anti-HCMV monoclonal antibodies. Immune complexes
were precipitated by 50 ul of a 50% suspension of Protein A Sepharose for 2 h
at 4°C, the beads washed three times in RIPA and bound material eluted in 10%
SDS, 1 M Tris pH 6.8, 50% glycerol, 0.2% bromophenol blue and 1.5% dithio-
threitol. Samples were boiled for 3 min and electrophoresed through 10% poly-
acrylamide gels. Gels were fixed in methanol/acetic acid, impregnated with
fluorographic enhancer (Amplify, Amersham) and autoradiographs prepared.

Membrane immunofluorescence
CV-1 cells were grown on glass coverslips and infected with WT vaccinia virus



or HCMV gB-VAC at 30 p.f.u./cell. Thirteen hours later cells were washed in
PBS, fixed in an isotonic solution of 2% paraformaldehyde for 30 min at room
temperature and then incubated in PBS containing 1% BSA. Cell monolayers
were then incubated with monoclonal antibodies diluted in PBS/1% BSA for 1 h
at room temperature, washed extensively in PBS, and bound antibody detected
by incubation with fluorescein-conjugated rabbit anti-mouse immunoglobulin
(Dako) diluted 1:20 in PBS containing 1% BSA and 2% normal rabbit serum.
Fluorescence was observed with u.v. illumination x400.

HCMYV neutralization assays

Serum samples were heated at 56°C for 30 min to inactivate the complement.
Serum dilutions were then incubated with an equal volume of HCMV (750 p.f.u.)
for 30 min at 37°C. Fresh non-immune rabbit serum was then added to a final
concentration of 5% as a source of complement and the mixture incubated for
30 min at 37°C before assay of residual virus on MRC-5 cells. Plaques were
counted 10 days later and data expressed as percentage reduction in plaque
numbers.
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