BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 293

2 AUGUST 1986

311-314

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL VOLUME 293 2 AUGUST 1986

m

PRACTICE OBSERVED

Practice Research

Referral to medical outpatients department at teaching hospitals in

Birmingham and Amsterdam

F M HULL, R F WESTERMAN
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Method
A sysiem of scoring referral was designed, validated, and spplicd to 50
consecutive
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being at the request of eil general practitioner or the
patient. * This still leaves a rate for Amsterdam at over 300 referrals
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Lamberts's figures conceal a range for the nine practices from 50
1o 88 referrals per 1000 encounters. Dogald pointed out that in
a fivefold difference
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Discussion

Britain

1a the cost of referral, with some doctors generating an expenditure
of £%:m a year: costs in the Netheriands must be even higher.
Another important influence on referral patierns concerns differ-
ences in organisation between the two countries. In 1982
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Dutch practice is samilar to that of British general practice in the
19503 and early 60s.
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Diagnosing cancer in general practice: from suspicion to

‘When s malignant tumous s the primary diagnosis o onc of the
the i lly taken.

The patient will be followed up, which often includes referral to 2
. This is reflected by the fact that

almost every new case of cancer in Norway is reported from a
hospital department (Cancer Registry of Norway, personal com-
munication, |m)'mwmumnyulmnl
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patients with suspected cancer and to characterise those patients

‘who had & malignant tumour.

Patiests snd methods

The study was carried out in & limited
inhebitants in western Norwsy. A total of 33 general practitioners partici-
peed. Durig Scymemberand Ociober 1983, 10 78 cacoucnens wich 739%

defined area with 29 420
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