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Hem- and autoaggregation of E. coli recombinant strains expressing YadA. (A) Cultures
were serially diluted at a ratio of 1:2 and 1:4 in PBS of an equal volume of 0,3% sheep
red bood cells, PBS was used as control. Hemagglutination was scored after 15 min of
incubation at RT. YadAent and YadApstb∆53-83-expressing strains with no hemagglutination
settled (-) whereas the YadApstb-expressing culture with positive hemagglutination remained
in solution (+). (B) YadA-expressing recombinant strains and vector control were suspended
and allowed to settle for 1h. The aggregated pellet of the YadApstb-expressing culture is
indicated by an arrow, the cloudy biofilm layer on the glass tube is marked. (C) For quanti-
fication, change in the turbidity of the cultures was determined at OD600 over time. Only
expression of YadApstb, but not YadAent and YadApstb∆53-83 resulted in a decrease in OD600
compared to the E. coli control. Data points represent the mean  SD of three independent
assays done in duplicate.

Heise & Dersch 2005


