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healed and all blood levels and weight had
returned to control levels by the 28th day.

All phases of the study were much less
severe and recovery uncomplicated in the
seven dogs that survived. A similar picture
was seen in the contact burn plus whole
body irradiation when treatment was insti-
tuted with penicillin except that the re-
covery period was far longer-an average
of 120 days. The treated contact burns had
a mortality of 14 per cent.
No blood or wound cultures were studied

in this group.

SUMMARY

Flash burns were produced experimen-
tally in dogs and compared with burns of
a comparable depth and extent produced
by the contact method. Peripheral blood
studies were similar in both groups. How-
ever, blood culture studies and mortality
seemed to indicate a less fatal outcome in
the flash burn group which was thought
greatly influenced by the initial eschar for-
mation in the flash burn, this eschar acting
as a protective coat to prevent the purulent
suppuration seen in contact lesions. It
would appear that the overall clinical ap-
proach to flash and contact burns will be
the same.

It is not the purpose of this report to
advocate any form of therapy in burn
wounds, but rather to point out local fac-
tors which influence to a marked degree
wound healing and the systemic effect pro-

duced by varied sources of thermal energy
which produce burns.
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DISCUSSION.-PRESIDENT BLALOCK: I feel sorry
for those who did not stay to hear this final paper,
because it has been excellent. I wish Everett Evans
could have been here. I am so glad to see people

like Dr. Willis Gatch, Pete Churchill and others of
us who no longer are quite as young as we used
to be, who still retain a great interest in what is
new in surgery.


