
Figure 2: Atomistic view of P-DNA backbone (in bond representation). The phosphate anionic oxygens
(smaller spheres) radiate outwards from the DNA axis to minimize their electrostatic interactions, while the
phosphorus atoms (large spheres) on opposite strand (colored yellow or red) line up in a more staggered
position than when in B-DNA. The ribose rings of both strands assume a perpendicular position relative
to the helical axis. Phosphorus and anionic oxygen atoms are explicitly shown according to their van der
Waals radius.
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