
empyema. A case series. Chest
2000;118:24–7.

12 Patton RM, Abrams RS, Gauderer MW. Is
thoracoscopically aided pleural debridement
advantageous in children? Am Surg
1999;65:69–72.

13 Satish B, Bunker M, Seddon P. Management
of thoracic empyema in childhood: does the
pleural thickening matter? Arch Dis Child
2003;88:918–21.

14 Cohen G, Hjortdal V, Ricci M, et al. Primary
thoracoscopic treatment of empyema in
children. J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg
2003;125:79–84.

15 Krishnan S, Amin N, Dozor AJ, et al.
Urokinase in the management of complicated
parapneumonic effusions in children. Chest
1997;112:1579–83.

16 Kornecki A, Sivan Y. Treatment of loculated
pleural effusion with intrapleural urokinase in
children. J Pediatr Surg 1997;32:1473–5.

17 Moulton JS, Benkert RE, Weisiger KH, et al.
Treatment of complicated pleural fluid
collections with image-guided drainage and
intracavitary urokinase. Chest
1995;108:1252–9.

18 Thomson AH, Hull J, Kumar MR, et al.
Randomised trial of intrapleural urokinase in
the treatment of childhood empyema. Thorax
2002;57:343–7.

19 Kilic N, Celebi S, Gurpinar A, et al.
Management of thoracic empyema in
children. Pediatr Surg Int 2002;18:21–3.

20 Bouros D, Antoniou KM, Chalkiadakis G, et
al. The role of video-assisted thoracoscopic
surgery in the treatment of parapneumonic
empyema after the failure of fibrinolytics. Surg
Endosc 2002;16:151–4.

21 Sit SC, Cohen G, Jaffé A. Urokinase in
childhood empyema. Thorax 2003;58:93.

22 Coote N. Surgical versus non-surgical
management of pleural empyema. Cochrane
Database Syst Rev 2002;2:CD001956.

23 Wait MA, Sharma S, Hohn J, et al. A
randomized trial of empyema therapy. Chest
1997;111:1548–51.

24 Chan PW, Crawford O, Wallis C, et al.
Treatment of pleural empyema. J Paediatr
Child Health 2000;36:375–7.

25 Carey JA, Hamilton JR, Spencer DA, et al.
Empyema thoracis: a role for open

thoracotomy and decortication. Arch Dis Child
1998;79:510–13.

26 Pierrepoint MJ, Evans A, Morris SJ, et al.
Pigtail catheter drain in the treatment of
empyema thoracis. Arch Dis Child
2002;87:331–2.

27 Kosloske AM, Cartwright KC. The
controversial role of decortication in the
management of pediatric empyema. J Thorac
Cardiovasc Surg 1988;96:166–70.

28 Golladay ES, Wagner CW. Management of
empyema in children. Am J Surg
1989;158:618–21.

29 Foglia RP, Randolph J. Current indications for
decortication in the treatment of empyema in
children. J Pediatr Surg 1987;22:28–33.

30 Hull J, Thomson A. Empyema thoracis: a role
for open thoracotomy and decortication
[letter]. Arch Dis Child 1999;80:581.

31 Khakoo GA, Goldstraw P, Hansell DM, et al.
Surgical treatment of parapneumonic
empyema. Pediatr Pulmonol
1996;22:348–56.

32 Idell S, Mazar A, Cines D, et al. Single-chain
urokinase alone or complexed to its receptor
in tetracycline-induced pleuritis in rabbits. Am
J Respir Crit Care Med 2002;166:920–6.

STAMPS IN PAEDIATRICS................................................................................
Smallpox vaccination

It is known that Lady Mary Wortley Montagu occupies an important place in the

medical history for her efforts in smallpox vaccination. While in Turkey with her

British ambassador husband, she vaccinated her 5 year old son. After returning

to her own country she performed the same thing on her daughter (in 1721) and

subsequently caused the widespread increase of vaccination in England.

She contributed just one identified text to the war against smallpox, writing not

under her own name, but as “a Turkey merchant”—a pseudonym that misrepre-

sents her class as well as her gender, but makes no claim to medical qualification.

No wonder: her essay, published in the Flying Post at the height of the controversy,

is an outright attack on the medical profession.

The procedure was quite safe in the hands of Turkish women. According to her

notes, the old woman in Turkey made a tiny scratch with a needle and inserted a

tiny quantity of smallpox virus just under the skin.

Interestingly, the Royal Society heard a paper on Turkish inoculaton in 1714. As

a result, although Jenner was shown to be the inventor of the vaccine, the efforts

of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu, deserving more appreciation than Jenner, should

not be forgotten.

The stamp, from Turkey in 1967, depicts the 250th anniversary of the first

smallpox vaccination.
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