
Figure 1: Comparison between optimal orderings forβ = 1 andβ = 2 for the Benguela food

web. We show the distribution of Spearman rank order correlation between pairs of orderings

for three cases: (i) orderings fromβ = 1 as compared to other orderings fromβ = 1 (black

circles), (ii) orderings fromβ = 1 as compared to orderings fromβ = 2 (green squares), and

(iii) orderings fromβ = 1 as compared to a random ordering (red diamonds). It is visually

apparent that the orderings obtained withβ = 1 andβ = 2 are much more similar than would

be expected at random. Because the global ordering is directionally invariant, we must compare

a given orderingA to bothB and the reverse ofB. We take as the Spearman rank order corre-

lation between two orderings the maximum value from these two comparisons. This result for

Benguela is quantitatively similar to that found for each of the food webs investigated.
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