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Fig. 6.  (A) Articulation of pelvic girdle and femur (length of femur = 12 cm) of Bambiraptor in anterior 

view showing normal vertical limb posture; (B) the same in anterior view; but the femur is put in a 

horizontal pose, so that it becomes unstable at the joint and dislocated from the hip socket; no dinosaur 

could assume this horizontal leg posture; in the reconstruction of Microraptor by Xu et al. (1, Fig. 1c), the 

femur is placed in this horizontal fashion, which is anatomically incorrect.  (C) Life restoration of 

Microraptor at the National Museum of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, where the hindlimb is shown in a vertical 

pose.  However, the leading edge of the asymmetric flight feathers on the metatarsals faces downward 

(shown by arrow), which would fail to generate thrust and lift.  The orientation of the metatarsal feathers in 

this pose is incorrect from an aerodynamic point of view.   

 

 

 


