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Fig. 7. (A) Hypothetical taphonomy of Microraptor gui (holotype) just after death to show the orientation 

of hindlimb feathers; note metatarsal feathers were extended in transverse plane to become an effective 

airfoil, whereas tibial feathers were directed backward for streamlining.  (B) The same animal after burial 

and fossilization.  

 


